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W imitate their virtues. 
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as he has 
likes merey is open to thee; if thou perſeve-. 
aſking with a firm hope in God; if 
thou doſt not deſpair, becauſe of thy own 
weakneſs, nor e e to go through thy 
| fufferings, without 
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9 55 | 2 all "who at this time are fuffer- 


the as pre {he o ach as have 


Et ou their lives for Chriſt; fail not to ſhew 
ome more than uſual patience in whatever 


thou-haſt'to ſuffer this day. It can be no 
advantage to thee to honour the 2 
if thou receiveſt thy trials-with 1 

tience of unbelievers: To have the f 


2 Chiiſtian;” and ſuſſer as one who believes 


not, cannot be the way to a crown. Put 


thy ſoul therefore in a good diſpoſition, 


whether for preſent troubles or whatever 
are to come; pray for patience, ſubmiſſion 
and courage, they are the gifts of God; an 
them to others, 1 the 
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py all biſhops. and paſtors, that, they m 
de quickened with the ſpirit and of ; "4 
| Ae for the: good of the church and 
| their flack.. TAGS 1H - 161 _— 
2. Ile Was a "arty Aga ied on a croſs; | 
Pray. for all under whatever croſ 
BEM: beſeech Almighty... God 
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heit fufferings they may not loſe b 
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ſels their ſouls, and reap, the fruit "nf the - 


eroſs in laſting comforts. zs 
42 $61 ate, we brother, of Peter, and 
diſciple of St John Baptiſt, had no ſoner 
heard from his maſter, that Chriſt was the 
Lamb of God that takes away the ſins of 
the world, but he preſently followed him, 

and informing his brother of the treaſure 4 
had found, conductę him likewiſe to him; 
an excellent ſtep to 99925 apoſtleſhip, and pro- 


per means for his becoming a true diſciple; 


Chriſt came to ſeek that which was loſt, 
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| me e enter into * en — 
ot come. Without this, charity.” All ſtand 
. need of Chriſt's help; and there is no 

better way of ſecuring. this, than by our 
helpin others, and communicating to them 
gat light we have for their inſtructi on; 
fon Chriſt: being in all his e in this 
eg dg lervice not only to them, but ta him, 
and oblige him to our protection, her re 


f youu all to pour forth His bleffings/on us 
for our 4 etual ella ef good. 
LG as do chus, have reaſon to re- 


joice n this, feſtival, and raiſe their hopes 

O a lively 9 in the aſſiſtance of 
1 155 8 ar 
9 — Ss thoſe who 
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tion ef his tg 1 with: al Ohritians ved 
| heartily petition this day for the increaſe of 
* ity, that as they profeſs themſelves 
mefubers of Chriſt, fo, they would give this 
Tod proof of it by concurring with their 
oy 25 ed as their circumſtances will 
mit, 1 80 15 lte to the world: This is 
9 What as undertaken, and as many - 


a8 are Ns incorporated: in him, will, to 


| rheir ower, contribute to the carrying on 
Arne wickedneſs of, the world, 
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company; maſt, with very little obſervation, 
too often fd a want of it, in"the Comm 15 
abuſes of prophaning God's name. ef Har 
ful, uncharitable, and Toofe diſebürſes : 
ſuch exceſſes as are inconſiſtent Wich che hg. | 
mility, modeſty, and temperance of me 
Goſpel. And how have "there evils gained. 
1ority, as, in Tome manner; t he i 
eſteemed no reprœach to our” ofeiont 
but becauſe, for want of this charity Chris 
tians have not courage to Thew Heir 
of Your is evil, but cliufe” Tather' We 


| Che AayE found Chrilt 50 0 aſe 
nor; e this apoſtle, inform thelt friends 
where he ze; but by joining with them in 
their inſfrmities and diforders, hel tc ein 
firm them in their darkneſs.” This 18 8 
_ weakneſswhieh” ought to be renounced this 
day; chat While we pretend to honou! 93 0 
apoſtte f in his feſtival, we may fincerely 
it, by the imitation 'of his Virtües, 0 
charity, his courage, and his zeal;*; id en. 
deavour to render the practice of them 10 8 
faſhionable, that ie e GE eas friendly 5 
and familiar amongſt Curifdtan, 4958 put one 
another in mind of their faults, for” he 
** ow nearer to Chrift and to hea». 
A v ; 
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ſo 2 ng” of this ou x ag; be en- 


couraged; for truly it is no ſmall tefletion 


on Chtiſtians,' that believing their ſalvation 


Y 10 be the only ſubſtantial good, they cannot . 


bear bein 13 in mind when they are going 
- out of he way, but by their diſpleaſure dit- 


| Eddie this: charity; and willingly adiaſt- 


ting all other helps, take it for an affront 


on * to be helped towards heaven. This is 


wthing but this effect of pride; and though 
we know it was by this Paradiſe was firſt 
ft; yet we carry it on ſtill; and by follow 
ing ts ſuggeſtions, evidentliy hazard our 
petual excluſion; and nothing can dp. | 
1 its malice ſo much; as the dene of 
' thoſe who; not awed by its diſcouragements, 
venture the promoting our eternal intereſt, 


1 though Wick the danger of our dipleature. | 


Tzhis is the inſtruction this Saint gives 

in his firſt ſtep towards Chriſt; and ſee 50 
His charity was rewarded; for not long af. 
ter, being employed in his fiſhing, Chriſt 


; eule upon him, and commands him to fol- 
le him; accompanying his call with that 


powerful grace, that without any regard to 


4 ee of this life, he preſentiy quit- 


A and his new maſter, 


lei fo cboſe tha on A 6 
a And as mam) df gef G50 de 


true diſciples of the: . Ar in danger 
| of never being. Chriſt's" 200 ers . 6 


not 10 ſuch. af deſign io gain the bx him 
It it true, as ue are here encompaſſed with ibe 


quires a proviſion for the decent ft 
paſtors, and likewiſe thai they 1 


thtibeſt--treaſurer. for. the 4 
ed, but ſures it muſt be G por ep» b. 
Ling all they, poſſeſs. to be their um, tlg mate 


world, hut with hopes of gaining — 


maſter to thoſe: that forſake: all far but 


"neceſſities. of -this- mori life, the. butch . 


o ſuccour this poor; and far; this NOT 
many noble. faundations. have been Wage, bythe 
-piout>charity-of the fai 

ofliied aud diſtreſs 


their revenues ſerve only, ta:raiſe ihemſeiues in 
the world, and ſatisfy: ſuch inclinations. ta ua- 


nity; liberty, and eaſe, as are: ſearee: aliqupabls 
n the laity, and are ar. 


that forſake, but admire and love the 4 | 


Their. buſjaneſs with- the: world is only to dime 


themſelues, and be able ta relisue others; a, | 
all ibat is \thus-laid.out is je but allbeyond 


this carries, 1 fear ſamei hing of injuſtice along. g 


wit h it, and is diſpoſing i what: is only dapo. 


Kaul in their bands, nn * 


* 
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chat abe learnt, in the firſt place, to for- 
fake himſelf? Company, converſation, and 
entertainments being corrupt, hence friends 
too are to be forſaken, as far as they lead us 
from Chriſt. Parents too, by their paſſion, 


* doe many, are 0 far to be forſaken: - Riches, 
| they 


os. 2 m1 


not yer a ire e 


of e ha 
7 


| 1 Chris in keaving r but dive engaged P 


in-them; and huus more rraſon to be'confounded 


vhban rejoice in this feat on r tag "who | 


CCE to yo te TO 
Sud this is not the duty only of thoke who N 
ſucceed in the apoſtolic function, but, in 
ſome: degree, belongs to as many as profeſs 


themſelves diſciples or followers of brit | 
For the world being contrary to Chriſt, 


there are none can live in the v 


id, but as 


far as they find it inconfiſtent with his ſpirit, ; 


are obliget-fo far, at leaſt, to forſake it. i 
Henne our on inclinations! being corrupt; 
oſſible a man ſhould be a Chriſtian, 


blindneſs, or ill example, being often a hin- | 
derance to ſalyation, are io farito:b fork en 
ofeſſions, through an 
, which is almoſt inſeparabſe om 


honours; pleaſures, and diverſions, ns far as 
1 Engage We heart, and 
0 od; are 40 far to de 0 4 lbs, 


. 
4 


15 rex and 05 enoming by tripe 
gh ir be ddr ot un netef. 


and iforfiiken * Ser tt DIAG 
| being a diſciple of Chriſt. The call there- 
fore of Chriſt to this apoMe; Beznerb ae 
Follow me, is directed to at- Chriſtfaue p and 
thoſe that are truly ſo, obey his command, 
though it be with violence to nature, Affec? 
tion; inclination, or cuſtom; and mäke it 
the ſubjett of their endeavours, to examine 
daily into the practice of this obedience; fo 
as to be ever labouring to weaken or -brexk / * 
thoſe bonds which hold them from toltow- | 
ing Chriſt. And as for thoſe Chriſtian 
ho are conſcious of their being in zu il 
ſtate, as either going from Chriſt, or lit 
at 3 diſtance from him; chey need t 
doubt the only occaſion of their miſeryito = 
| beitheir: : #fotedidnce to this his call, and 
chat there is ſomething they cannot pexſuacle 
tchemſelves to abanden for his pie =. : 
is the ground d of our greateſt"ſpi ritual mi: 
fortunes ; à ſtrong adhefton 
| ſomething created, hinders ene Wing 
the commands of God; it hears Chriſt cal- 
ling, but obeys not, becaufe it has not fearnt 
to rendunee Irfelf, and purchaſe heaven LAY 
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14 St Andrew, 


any rate. Here then it is every one ought 


r 7 


\ 


to conſider this day, what it is in particular 


that withholds them from Chriſt, and earneſt- 
ly petition for that powerful grace, whereby 


they may uſe violence to themſelves, and 
with this apoſtle forſake all to follow him. 
It was this ſelf-denying method, thus hap- 
pily begun, brought St. Andrew, 5 

to the glory of martyrdom ; when not yield- 


ing to the 'zeal of a pious multitude, that 


ſeemed reſolved to reſcue him out of the 
hands of his enemies, he gave proof of the 


ceuarneſt deſire he had of laying down his 


life for Chriſt; which appeared ſtill more 


lively, when coming in fight of the croſs on 


but tranſported with joy, he cried out, 


«« Oh, happy croſs! A long time ſought for, 


and molt earneſtly deſired, receive me now, 


and conduct me to my Maſter, who, by dy- 


ing on thee, purchaſed my redemption: 
And having lived two days on the croſs, 
he went into a better Hife with him, the re- 
ſemblance of whoſe death he had ſo much 


deſired. This apoſtle found ſomething de- 


ſirable in the croſs, and eſteemed the ſuffer- 


ing on it a happineſs, having the love of 
his Maſter to ſweeten its pains, and con- 
ſidering theſe as the ſafeſt way to the enjoy- 


ment of him. A leſſon we eaſily know how 


8 WM” W- 0; WM. © 19 9 IN. 29 
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W 


under an obligation of being prepared for 


appoint for him. And ſince we have al. 


at our hands. Examine therefore this day, 


* N * 1 * * 2 4 * * B 
- 1 A big 
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Wenne 30. e 15 


to 3 but not ſo eaſily to practiſe; and 
yet ſo neceſſary, that as {many degrees as 
we are from it, ſo far, it is to be/feared; we 
are from the way to heaven, and from the 
love of him who firſt taught it by his ex- 
ample. Not that all are called to the trial 
of a violent death; but becauſe we are all 


it, to have ſuch diſpoſitions in our ſouls as 
to be ever in a readineſs of luffering and 
loſing all, even life itſelf, for Chriſt's ſake, 
that 1s, ether than loſe 'hira. The condi- 
tion of taking up the croſs is univerſal, and 
without exception, required by the Goſpel; | 
now the. taking it up being only in order to 
ſuffer, there can be no better meaſures: of a 
true diſciple, than in the patient ſuffering 
ſo much of the croſs at leaſt as God ſhall: 


molt a daily trial of this, we have ſo often 
occaſions of diſcovering how near we come 
To the character of a diſciple; and by the 
method of our bearing ordinary croſſes, 
may gueſs ſomething at the diſpoſitions we 
have for giving our lives to God, and 
loſing all for him, if he ſhould require it 


how far thou art prepared for this; and de- 
ceive not thyſelf with ſaying, thou wouldeſt 
n ſuffer all extremities, if there 


World be an oc an if. thou canſt 
not, with patience, bear the ordinary trials 
of an injury, or contempt; if thou canſt 
not ſubmit to the daily inconveniences of 
human life, to neceſſities, diſappointments, 
ſickneſs, pain, or to the difficulties of regu- 
larity and good diſcipline, how wilt thou 
ed thy blood ? If thou art not faithful in 
little occaſions, how wilt thou be fo in 
greater? This apoſtle, and the reſt of the 
martyrs, did not arrive to the perfection of 
laying down their lives for Chriſt all at 
once; they fuffered many martyrdoms, be- 
fore they came to be crowned with the laſt; 
me what they ſuffered at their deaths, was 
only the recompenſe and - continuation of 
what they had done all their lives. We who 
live are akways delivered unto death for 
Feſus, 2 Cor. iv. 11. For thee we are mor- 
rified all the day. This all are to practife, 
who defire to be true diſciples. 


* 
Conclude therefore the devotion of this 


uy by petitioning, Fit, For the charity 
_ of this apoſtle, that thou mayeſt readily 
aſſiſt thy neighbour in whatever may be for 


his ſpiritual advantage, and that he never 


ſuffer through thy indifferency or neglect. 
Secondly, Aſk for his courage and refolu- 
tion, that no carnal affection or worldly 
tie may ever kinder thee from following 


ble web wand Wanf# an. 
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81 Eligins, December 1 


177 was bred up to a working . ; 
but being mindful that he was to 
= for heaven 5 well as for bread, his 
885 care was to join the exerciſes of reli- 
dus duties to his profeſſion, as of Prehn. 
ting, watching, and alms; and as often 
as circumſtances would permit, he ba ſome 
good book lying open before him. Learn 
to ſandify thy labeurs by his example : If 
thou art of the number of thoſe who work 
for a livelihood, endeavour to be faithful in 
what thou haſt undertaken ; and this, not 
only in regard of thy neighbour,” by nicely 
avoiding whatever is fradulent, or may be 
to his prejudice, through thy neglect; but 
likewiſe to God and thy —— ſoul, by a 
watchful care againſt all the ſuggeſtions of 
à covetous, w . y, or ſolicitous 7 ; 
that ſo thou neither rob him of his 8 
cle 


nor deprive. thyſelf of what is — 

thy. falvation. . What will thy gain profit 
thee, if thou loſe thy ſoul 7 thy employ- 
ment be in works of charity, or in ſuch bu- 


8 


TR . : 


advantag Fe of _ the doſt, Tor ally a 
to God labours; and mix them with 
thoughts of heaven, that thy induſtry may 
be — for the next "Uifs as well as 
I chis. 2. His piety at length became fo re- 
marzkable, that he was called forth to the 
de; i eccleſiaſtie ſtate, and conſecrated: biſhop of 
© i Noyon in France, and ſatisfying all the du- 
his ties of his charge with a wonderful zeal, 
eu- made a happy end in the year 665. Pray 
er, for all biſhops in God's church, that they 
ten may follow ſo great an example. It being 
me If the-firſt day of the month, forget not to be- 
an gin it fo, that, if it ſhould” be thy laſt, it 
I may be to FT. the F. of” a 9 
erk — To 


ely — 
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| Sees. 353. December 2. ; 


_ Fechus, U. 13, 17. Matt. xiii. 44, 52. 


Virgin: Pray for all under the 

A. profeſſion of virginity. 2. Her 
father, deer, and ſiſter, were all martyrs: 
Pray for thy parents and relations, that 
God would perfect them in faith and in 
ca. 3. She ſaw herſelf deſtitute of all 


1 4 5 = 


20 st Frail, - 


human help, nnn ee caſt out 
of. doors, and y et continued faithful: She 
_ refolutely withſtood all the aſſaults of thoſe 
_ who ek to defile her; and choſe 
priſons, racks, and death, rather than de- 
part from her duty, and and offend her God: 
Pray for a like fidelity and patience under 
att trials, that neither convenience nor in- 
tereſt yy ever prevail on thee to tranſgreſs 
thy duty; that thou mayeſt be proof againſt 
| all fancies, and n a ene 1 an 


8. Francis Luo, I 1552 52, | Deco 0 5.5 
Etelu. xxx. 8, 1 1 Mark xvi. 15, 18. 


| E great apoſtle of the Indies, Who in 

1 this latter age appeared with the cha- 
rity and zeal of the apoſtolic times. 1. It 
was by an extraordinary application to 
prayer and mortification he obtained of 
God that great ſpirit with which he under- 
took and diſcharged, with ſo wonderful ſuc- 
ces, the miſſion of the Eat: Pray for all 
thoſe Who, throughout the world, are pre- 
paring to be labourers in our Lord's vine- 


Fard, that * che like exerciſes they may 
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Decemſer 3. 221 
obtain, a ſpirit and zeal like his; that they 
may not tempt God, in underta ing ſo] 


fe& a charge with corrupt and worldly luls; : 
and that, by neglect, hberties,-or floth, they 


2. He planted the faith of Chriſt in ſeven 
ing to the — of ſouls, and had heaven 
to give a bleſſing to his endeavours. Pray 

for the people of thoſe nations, chat Gol 
would perfect them in their faith, and ſhew 
forth his light again to ſuch of them as are 
returned to dirknilee Pray for all: thoſe 


Who labour in the care of ſouls, that God 
would direct, accompany, and bleſs them in 
„au cheir labours:: : Pray they may be faithful _ 
Nin their charge; put up the fame petition 

8. for COS whatever thy game; be. 


St 5: Barkara, 2 15 Decembir 4. 


f 


- Holy virgin, who had eſpouſed her- 
ſelf to Chriſt, and would not be 
prevailed on by any ſolicitations or worldly 
motives to be faithleſs to him: Pray for the 


are under the like engagements: Beſeech 
Oy God to as thee again all 


— 


may not ding a ſcandal to their profile; S 


kingdoms, ſpared no labour in contribut- 


like conſtancy and grace for all thoſe who 
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St Barbara. 


em * aſſaults, and ſnares: And a- 
dit fo general a corruption in this kind, 


;- pray for all thoſe who are any ways expoſed 


through neceſſity, heedleſſneſs, or levity. 


2. Her father, a heathen, was the firſt that ac- 


cuſed her, and inflamed the perſecutors with 


cruelty and rage againſt her. She ſuſſered 
variety of torments, and death, with courage 
and patience; and took the advantage of her 


aber s inhumanity for the fixing her heart 
with greater love on her Father rag heaven: 
* with what patience and ſweetneſs 

oughtelt to bear the diſagreeable hu- 


| mours. e parents, or other ſuperiors learn 


to turn them to thy improvement in virtue; 
and that thy misfortune is not in being un- 
der ſuch . circumſtances, but in not 
making a uſe of them: Pray for all 


thoſe win An under thele trials; 3 that 


both thyſelf and others may ſubmit to them 
with the patience of this Saint, and by her 


example, ever draw good out of evil. It 


being likewiſe the day of St Oſmond, biſhop of 


Saliſbury, a man of great virtue; who, after 


a holy life, died in the year 1099: Pray for 


thy country, that God would lead it into 
| all virtue and truth, | 
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J. © Sealer, An. 5 31 1, December 3s; 


E retired into a deſart, berg, i bee 


ed II ͤ from the diſtractions of the world, 
ge Ihe might attend with greater application to 
er the buſineſs of eternity: Lament the many 


diſlipations of mind to which thou 'haſt 


draw from whatever is dangerous, unprofit- 


*. 


this Freak ET: . e 


voluntarily expoſed thyſelf; reſolve to with 


P 


able, or not becoming thy ſtate: Fray for 
conſtancy amidſt all unavoidable diſtrac- 
tions; remember God and eternity in the 
midſt of thy buſineſs; learn to be an h rmit 
in the 3 97 7 by taking off thy affections 
from all thou poſſefſeſt : Thou art one day 
to leave all; practiſe ſomething of this every 
day : It is a difficult work, and is beſt done 
by degrees. 2. He-was an abbot: Pray for 
all thoſe who have this charge, that in their 
zeal for virtue and religion they a Halo 
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Mortification,” and extraordinary charity in 
. z the diſtreſſed: Follow 1 his chang 


t N An. 3 320, Be. 6. "a 
Heb , 17. NAI. EV. 14 43. 


po was a child of 1 be ops ot 
. tained, of | 


EF 4%. m2 


hey a can be "rear ende the corruption 


3. His % Was the practice of A ſtinence, 


10 far as thy circumſtances wilt permit: 


ainſt all iminoderate love 0 thyſ 
A ana thy own eaſe; and be 1 


fear, that a Fetal method of indulging and 
pleaſing thyſelf will not lead thee to that 
18 which our forefathers have not gain- 


but by ſelf-denials. 3. He was choſen 
bine by the” dire&ion of heaven, and in 


| charge was a light "ſhining to men in 


all manner of piety, liberality, hoſpitality, 
and the care of his flock: Pray that all who 
are raifed to that dignity 'may be prepared 
by his virtues, be the choice of heaven, and 


not of favour or ſtate: Pray for all biſhops 
noy 


St. Ambroſe nite 7. wv 


now in God's church, that they may be 
every way faithful to their charge, that 
their zeal and charity may be anſwerable 

to their dignicy. Pray in particular for 


tot: Nr, of whole flock thou : art one. 
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8. lune. An. 390. Dee. 2 
a Tims iv. 1. 8 Matth, . 13. 19. 
1. 5 was choſen, Biſhop of Ilan, by 


ticular direction of heaven; 
and "Bir, it is the; cauſe of v ery conſi- 
derable evils, in the church, — many 
ſeek church dignities, with "little other 
conſiderations beſides that of enjoying 
the beneſice, without weighing. the 
charge; fail not this day to make it 
the ſubject of thy molt — prayers 3 
that God — ei pleaſe to remedy | this 
great diſorder, for the good of his 
church; by making them truly ſenſible 
of their crime, who preſent ſuch as are 
unworthy, - and mercifully excluding all 
from being paſtors, of his flock, who are 


not by him called to this function, and 
Vol. IV. B 


26 St. Andre Detenber 7. 


fitted for the juſt diſcharge of all its obs 
ügations. 2. Having undertaken the 
paſtoral charge, he was a zealous pro- 
moter of church diſcipline; oppoſing 
errors, and puniſhing vice, never let- 
ting the authority of offenders, or the 
fear of offending great ones, deter 
Him from the juſt cenſure of the offence: 
Pray for the like ſpirit in all prelates; 
that they may be above all Hattery, and 
fear; that no human reſpects may 
over-rule them; that intereſt or favour 
may not draw them from juſtice; | and , 
that they may never proſtitute their cha- 
racter, to the promoting of evil. 3, It 
was by his piety and zeal, 8. Auguſtin 
was reclaimed from his errors and ſin- 
ful life: Pray for all thoſe, who are un- 
fortunately engaged in the like ſuares; 
that on this day they may be made ſen⸗ 
ſible of their eis, and return to virtue 
and truth. Engage the charity of this 
Saint to join with thee, for the obtaining 
of this N in 2 behalf of all Unners. — 9 
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the near 


Gait pen 977 the 5. Virgin, Dec: 8. 


141 Y * 


Prev, viii. 22, 35. | Matth. i. : 1, 16. : 


"HIS day i is A a felling) of} joy, and thank(- 


giving to all thoſe, who have a ſenſe 
of their redemption: For whoever con- 
ſiders that long night of ſin, which had 
covered the earth for ſo many thouſand 


years, muſt. needs honour with joy, that 


firſt moment of her ſanctification, who was 
choſen from all eternity to be mother of. 
him, who was-to be the light of the world, 
and to take off that malediction, which fin: 
had brought: upon it. All who conſider 
this, mut rejoice, when Mary, like the 
morning ſtar, begins to riſe = foretells 
Pproach of day: And this joy 
muſt be accompanied with moſt ſolemn 
thankſgiving, for thoſe extraordinary fa- 


vours, by which ſhe was diſtinguiſhed 


from all that are born of women. Theſe 
privileges, the effect of the Divine bounty, 
demand our thanks, ſince though ſhe was 
the ſubject of this grace, yet the mercy. 
was to be extended to all. 
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of Conception of the B. Virgin, 


"wail thank(giving, and ſeriouſly conſidered 
che eminent ſanctity of Mary, we are then 
to turn our eyes upon ourſelves, and ſee, 


found humility, 


But having paid this tribute of praiſe 


whether we can diſcover there, a like 
ſubject of joy: For if ſo wonderful were 


the diſpofitions of the B. Virgin, to pre- 
| Pare her to be mother of Chriſt; ſome pro- 


portioned degrees of theſe chere ought to 


be in us too; ſince though in a different 
manner, it is a dignity, to which every 
Chriſtian is called, for in every chriſtian 


Chriſt is to be formed, Gal. iv. 19. If we can 


find any ſuitable diſpoſitions in us for this 


work of grace, we may with reaſon re- 
joice; but if none ſuch appear, this fo- 
nity of joy will be to us a day of 


Yoni Mr Look chen on her, agd fee 


What theſe diſpoſitions are; a moſt pro 
a ſpirit raiſed to God, 
by love and perfect conformity to his 


Aacred will. By theſe her foul was fitted 


and ſhe made choice of amongſt all 


women, to have Chriſt formed in her, 


To to become the mother of our Redeemer. 


near one thou to kheſe Fo? neceſſary 


* for 1 5 Obriſt formed in 
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Deanber 3. 25 
What haſt thou of humility? 1. Art 


thou fully perſuaded of thy origin be- 


ing from nothing 8 That the bein 
which God has given thee, is ſo frai 


and thou fo little maſter of it, that thaw 


wouldſt every. moment, return again to 
the ſame nothing, if God's powerful 
hand, did not ſupport , thee; that thy 


neceflities are univerſal; that thoy 


art not able to do, ſay, or think. any 


thing that is good; that by ſin, thou art 
many degrees, worſe than nothing; and 


for thy rebellion againſt God, deſerveſt 
to be deprived, of all grace, and bleſſings, 


as it is, thy corruption and weakneſs 


is ſo general, that thou ſcarce performeſt 
one good action, which has not a mix- 


ture of evil, in it; ſo that whatever 
favourable thoughts, thou mayeſt frame 
of thyſelf, thou art truly Miſer, & ay- 
ſerabilzs, & pauper, & cacus, & nudus. 
Wretched, miſerable, poor, blind, and 
naked ? e „ 
2. In conſideration, that thy being is 


but nothing, and fin, haſt thou thoughts 


of diſeſteem and contempt, for thyſelf ? 


Doſt. thou hold faſt theſe, when thou 


art commended? Or art thou any. ways 
ſenſible, of God's favours to thee; in 
Th 15 B ij 
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3 Conception of the B. Virgin. 


imitation of the B. Virgin, WhO being 
raiſed to the higheſt dignity, had the 


: meaneſt thoughts, of herlelf, ſtyling 
herſelf, the Handmaid of our Lord, when 


ſhe. was choſen, for his mother? Art 
thou convinced, that fin being worſe than 
nothing, there is nothing fo contemptible 
as a finner? Does the daily experience 
of thy own- weakneſs keep thee in the 
Rate of abjection, and in the total diftruft 
of thyſelf; there being not the leaſt temp- 
tation, which, of thyſelf, thou art able to 
overcome? Doſt thou regard, whatever 
talents thou haſt, as not thine, but the 
gifts of God, depoſited with thee, and 
therefore fuch, as in juſtice, can be no 
ſufficient grounds, for entertaining, any 


advantageous thoughts of thyſelf? 


3. Canſt thou take one ſtep farther, 


and with S. Paul, rejoice in thy infirmities; 


being pleaſed in ſeeing thyſelf wor thy of 


contempt? Canſt thou conceive it ap- 


pineſs, that thou haſt this cauſe of humi- 
liation, and ſincerely ſay, with the Pro- 
Phet, It is geod, O Lord, that thou haſt 
humbled me ? In ſeeing others blefſed with 

eater talents, and in a better ſtate, than 
thyſelf ; haſt thou rejoiced and giyen 


„thanks! Or is this the occaſion of melan- 
choly and uneaſy thoughts? Does the 
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December 3. 5 3¹ 


ſenſe of Fa unworthineſs, —_ thee. in a 
diſpoſition of accepting mean employ- 
ments before others, that are more hö- 
nourable? Doſt thou patiently bear ſuch 
faults and imperfections in thyſelf, which 
being no offences againſt God, are the 
occaſion of thy being leſs eſteemed by men; 
and therefore ought to be the ſubject of thy 
jay, rather than give thee any dilturbance ? 
Doſt thou avoid ſpeaking advantageouſly 
of thyſelf? Canſt thou love their company, 
where thou art leaſt eſteemed? Canſt thou 
regard thyſelf with that indifferency, as 
thou, 3 doſt thoſe, perſons, who ate 
mean and contemptible? Art thou content. 
thy imperfections ſhould be known? Or. 
doſt thou ever ſtrive to cover them, with 
vain pretexts and. excuſes ? After having 
unfortunately offended God, is not thy 
trouble greater for thy one weakneſs, OF 
that it Will be known to others, than for 
having ſinned againſt God? Canſt thou 


freely pardon, and be eiſy with thoſe, 
Who have ſpoken to thy diſadvantage, and 
given thee occaſion of being humbled? 


Doſt thou conſider affronts, injuries, and 
calumn; lies, as the beſt, remedy to moderate 


thy (elf, love, and abate thy pride; that 


being a ſinner, thou deſerveſt it all, and 


#þak there 1 is a neceſſity of aeg through 


» — the B. Virgin. 


theſe trials, to become ene to 
Jeſus Chrift-? Haſt thou received them, at 
leaſt, as likewiſe all other troubles, as 
coming from the juſt hand of God, who 
permits them for thy exerciſe and his 
glory; and doſt thou pray for thoſe who 
have been the inſtruments. or mmer 70 
„Tig is the bumiht, Suede W the 
B. Virgin, Reſperit bumilitatem oncille jux's 
If thou haſt obtained any degrees of this, 
thou haſt a ſolid ground of comfort, and 
Hopes, of having Chrift likewiſe formed in 
thee: Exaltavit: humiles. This is a diſpo- 
ſition moſt ſuĩitable to him, that is to be 
conceived, and brought forth, in thy ſoul; 
and therefore the beſt in order to che effect 
fo much to be deſired, and ſo neceſſary for 
chriſtians: For if thou - conſidereſt him, 
though he was enriched, with all che per. 
Fections of his Father, yet, as man, he 
acknowledges himſelf, to be as nothing, 
before the ſovereign Majeſty of God: 
Subſtantia mea tanquam nihilum ante te. 
He covfefles himſelf to be the reproach 
of the world, and the outcaſt of men: 
"þ Opprobrium bominum' & abjectio Plebis: 
As a worm of the earth, and no man 
Ego autem ſum vermis & non homo. Thou 
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the a ns yet Fi made chi 


of an obſcure and common life; having 10 | 


great a love for abjection, as to appear, 


even in the working of miracles, and his 


triumphs, in an Kimble way: Forman 
ferut accipiens: Vi dimut eum, non habentem 


ſpectem neque decorem: Nemini dineritis. 
And ſuffered all the 1 ignomy, of his paſſion. 


and croſs, with joy: Cum gaudio fuſtinuit 
erucem, confuſione camtempta. Looking u 


it as his life to do the will of his Father. 
Meus cibus eſt, ut Jaciam voluntatem r | 


mei. 
Thus every way humble is Chriſt our 


Load, and that he may be formed in thee, 


how truly humble muſt thou likewiſe be? 
Thou knoweſt he condemned the pride of 


the Phariſees; and if thou lieſt under the 
fame indiſpoſitions, thou, with them, ex- 


cludeſt Chriſt, from thy ſoul: which can- 
not receive him; except it be, firſt prepared, 
a ſit abode, for ſuch a gueſt. Chriſt hum- 
ble, cannot dwell but in an humble heart: 
If thine be not ſo, how canſt thou expect 
ta be choſen with Mary, whoſe humility 
was:that which Gad regarded; as the mo- 
tive of his choice? See, therefore, how far 
ys ſoubis unprepared ; ; renounce all pride, 

d pray for. victory over it. *Fis true, 


it can never be fa wholly ſubdued, in this, 
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* onception of 'the B: Virgin. 


our n ſtate, but thou wilt be ſtill 
ſenlible of its attempts to over- rule thee, 
in almoſt all thou doſt, and in this conſiſts 


thy exerciſe : But wheat then ! If there be 
| pride, may there not 


this ſtubbornneſs i 
be a like conſtancy in virtue; wherewith 
to froſtiate.its deſigns? If i it will not yield, 
neither yield thou to it; it is victory 
enough in our caſe, not to be overcome ; 
for. this is the effect of a great humility: 
Join, therefore, watchful endeavours to 
thy prayers; what thou canſt not obtain 


at once, may be obtained by degrees: 


There are many ſteps in humility; . Teyin 
at the firſt; * this will help to raife thee, 
and give thee hopes of coming to the top. 
As thou advanceſt here, ſo will the love of 
God, by proportioned degrees, increaſe 


in thy ſoul; fo wilt thou be ſtill more and 


more conformable to the Divine Will; 
theſe are the diſpoſitions for thy rejoicing 
in this feſtival of joy: For as God regards 


bhumility, ſo he has promiſed to abide with 


thoſe” that love him; and declared, that 
whoever- do the will of his Father, they 


are his mother, brother, and ſiſter. Thus 
thou ſeeſt how the dignity thou honoureſt 


in the B, Virgin, may, in ſome manner, 
belong to thee. Make ſome advances to- 


wards it; beſeech God to be thy help, and 


24 St. Gorgonia, Dec. 9. . . 35 | 


pray the B. Vir irgin,. to join her prayers 
with thine, that thou may delt obtain of the 
Divine Bounty, ſome doptont of that virtue; 
which ſo much recommended her to God: 
For it will be but a barren feſtival to thee, 
if hoflouring humility this day, thou endeſt 
this *feſtival, with the ſame pride, with 
Yea thou W por ogg it. 45 | 
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st. Gorgmia, Decemb. 9. 


Sur Was fiſter to 8. Gregory Mariani, 
and ts defcribed by him, as an example 
of all ' virtues, in the great auſterity of 
her life, the mortification of her ſenſes, 
the contempt of all unneceſſary and vain: 
ornaments; in remarkable ſilence, though 
having a particular grace in ſpeaking 
in charity to the afflicted and poor; in 
the great compoſure of her mind, _— , 
ſevere trials, and moſt particularly, 
reclaiming her huſband, by the powerfal 5 
per ſuaſives of her prudente, and piety, 
from his evil ways, and gaining him to 
God 3" as likewife in the truly. chriſtian 
education of lier children. And after 
ſuch à life, what could be expected, but 
ſueh a death, as is the death of * uſt? 
vj 


% Melchiadesy 


18. 


ſerve. how the number of thy ſins in- 


creaſe, from the undue liberty of thy 
ſenſes, from the raſhnefs of thy words, 
ow | Jang: eſteem, from thy prodiga> 
eartedneſs, impatience,» and 
= indiſcretion, under the; difficulties 
of domeſtic affairs: And from this liſt, | 


hard- 


ſee what thou haſt to aſk. for, this day ; 


Fail not in thy petition ; but when this i a 


done, expect no help from. God, if, at 
the end of thy prayer, thou art no more 


reer and the world. Do as 
thay: mange . to fares ait 


854. Melcbiater, — 313. Dec. 1 TY 


N 


E was Biſhop of — in the time 
of Maximian the Emperor : Pray 
for the preſent Biſhop. of that See, that 


God would * to ali him with 2 


Faun 
no reproach, whatever hy ſex, be. Ob- 


mindful of thy. wants, but, with a uſual 
carelefineſs, layeſt thyſelf open to all thy 
wonted follies. Join watchful and labo- 
rious endeavours to thy prayers; it was 
thus the faints obtained grace ta over- 
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St. Malchiades, Dec. o. 397 


in grace, anſwerable to his charge, 
that he may be the glory of the GO 


and good example to his flock. 


2. He ſuffered great — vitae 
the Emperor; and though he out · lived his 
perſecutor, and died, when peace was 
reſtored to the church, yet is he num 
bered amongſt the martyrs: Pray for 
all thoſe who are under any ſort of per- 
ſecution, that God would give them the 
ſpirit of patience, conſtancy, and meek- 
neſ>; Pray for. thyſelf, thou mayeſt im- 
prove in theſe virtues, under all trials; 
and take care, while thou pretendeſt to 
honour the martyrs, thou diſhonour nat 
their feſtival, by paſſion or impatience. 
If thou canſt happily overcome theſe. 
evils, and quietly ſubmit to thoſe exer- 
eiſes of trouble, which God is pleaſed: 2 
ordain for thy portion, this will lay 
diſpoſitions I thy foul, ſuch as will hog 
thee to the reward of a martyr, though 
thou art never called to ſhed thy blood 
for Chriſt, Patience and content, under 
all troubles, are the diſpoſitions of a mar- 


tyr; there is nothing wee but the 
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*. vii. "uw 27. Nan! xxiv. 42; w_ 


1. HE was Biſhop of . 4 in the" time 
of St. Jerome: Pray for the preſent 


Pope, that, like this, his holy predeceſſor, 


he may be eminent in all virtue, and the 
careful difcharge of all duties Which de- 


long to his ſtate. 


2. In his time was afſernbled the Second 
General Council, in which were! con- 
demned the errors of Macedenius and 
Funomius: Pray for the reformation of 
all thoſe errors, by which the doctrine 
of the Goſpel is, at this day, corrupted. 
Tis in thy power to help thy neighbour 
to the truth, by thy example: See 
whether thou haſt not, by thy diſorders, 


given ſcandal to many, and made the 
enemies of God blaſpheme: What fatif- 


faction canſt thou now make. but by en- 


deavouring to render an hundred - fold, 
by the remarkable exemplatity of a re- 


gular and well diſciplined life? As many 


as have taken a diſlike to the truth, 


from the ſcandal of thy liberties, their 


fouls will be demanded at thy hands; 


88. Epimachus and other MM. 39 


as many as have been drawn into fin 


by thy example or authority, will be 


charged on thy account: Pray for them 


all, this day, that by obtaining for them 


the ſuccours of divine grace, thou mayeſt 


make ſome recompence for _ the” uy 
WE them. 


Sv, 
* 


——— IE 
88. Epimachus, Alexander; and other 


Martyrs, Decem. 12. * 


Tuxer were Chriſtians of Alexandra, 


who, in the perſecution raiſed 
Decius the Emperor, ſtood conſtant in 
the profeſſion of their faith; ſuffered a 
long impriſonment, and being at length 
brought forth, were ſcourged, cut 
with razors, and afterwards; by the fire, 
releaſed from the hands of their perſecu- 
tors, to a better liberty than what. this 
world could give: And this, at a time, 


when cruelty of torments, and the fear 


of loſing what was prefent, had prevailed 
on many to renounce their faith. Tis 


an [eaſy thing to read of the martyrs? 
ſufferings, to encourage others to ſuffer 


with patience, as likewiſe to reſolve upon 


a peaceable ſubmifion to whatever trials 


— 


4% St. Lach, Detember 13. 


Sod ſhall ſend. All this has been done 
by choſe, who being called forth, have 
proved deſerters. rat not thou to 
ſuch flattering ee If thou didſſi 


but know. thyſelf better, thou wouldeſt 
not truſt .thyſelf ſo much. Depend then 


on the adage of heaven, and prepare 
for it, by the practice of humility, pa- 


tience, and a peaceable ſubmiſſion under 


ſuch difficulties as daily fall to thy lot: 

For if thou rebelleſt againſt God in theſe, 
how wilt thou be faithful in greater? 
Thus many deceive themſelves; but if 
thou wilt not be of that number, let thy 
preparation begin from this day, and ſhew 


J- thy patience in the next trial that Wen, 
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St. Lucy, 75 299: | Decem. 1 3. 50 


2 z Cor. x. 17. xi. 2. Mat. iii. * 52. 


1. FI HE. was a holy virgin: 55 7 | 


for all that live in the pro 
Bon of this ſtate. 2. She obtained leave 
of her mother to ſell what was ſettled 
for her portion, and gave it to tlie 
poor: Pray for 5 that are under the 
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MEIN pe AS: 44 
temptations of their. youthful age 
when vanity, ſelf-love, -/ curiolity, prodi- 

ality, levity, and the immoderate de - 

ſire, of being eſteemed, preſs wi 
eſt violence upon them; and 
tude of pleaſing themſelves, di 
the compaſſion, due to their neighbours; 
pray for remedy againſt all the indif- 
cretions, and follies, of that unſettled 
age: That they may ever remember, they 
are duſt and — and into that, muſt 
ſoon return; that they are made for 
another world, and not for this; that 4 
little, given to the poor, is much more 


to the purpoſe, than all they lay out upon 


themſelves, While all this expence, is only 
to court the world, which ought to be 
forſaken, rather than adored; and the 
other, is to purchaſe an eternal reſt. 3. 
Being accuſed, for believing in Chriſt, 
and commanded by the judge, to be 
carried to a place of infamy, where 
violence might be uſed, upon her, for 
corrupting both body and foul; God was 
pleaſed, in a wonderful manner, to de- 
liver her, by rendering her unmoveable, 
ſo that all the ſtrength of man and beaſts; 
was not able to remove her from the 
place where ſhe ſtood. And haſt thon 


not reafon to my of * to manifeſt 


i 


42 St. Lucy, December 13. 


his wonderful power in thee, that thou 


mayeſt be more firm, and immoveable 
than —— art? Conſider, how 
_cafily tho art prevailed on to forſake 
thy good purpoſes and duty? What 
force have intereſt, pleaſure, vanity, and 
company, upon thee? How little is 


_ *"ſufficient to draw thee from th 
prayers, to put off other duties, an 
make thee tranſgreſs the rules of order, 


temperance, and good diſcipline? As 
much then, as thou wanteſt of chriſtian 


ſteadineſs, pray for this. day, and ſee the 
fervour of thy prayers, be proportianed 


to thy wants,” 44: Thus, by the divine 
power, ſhe: withſtood all their attempts, 


out lived the flames with which they had 


incompaſſed her, and at length, finiſhed 
her martyrdom by the ſword. Here are 
great leſſons taught thee, by a tender 
virgin : The fire and ſword had not ter- 
ror enough in them, to right her from 
her duty; ſhe had firſt, given away her 
goods, and now ſhe is willing to give 
her life a ſacrifice to God. And canſt 
thou do thus? Examine thy daily practice, 
and ſee how little. of thy inclinations thou 
art willing to leave for God; how then 
wilt thou give thy life? How wilt thou 
ſtand againſt torments, when petty flat- 


St. Nicaſius, Dee. 14. 43 


teries make thee yield, and thou canſt 
not yet bear the uneaſineſs of an ordinary 


ſelf-denial, or contradicted paſſion? Pray 


then, and practiſe ſome thing this day; 
try if St. Lucy's flames will r thee 
any courage. A 


4 


Ember-Week. P l ious 


Wi Eaneſday, Friday, and DH WET A. after | 
St. Lucy, being Ember days, obſerve 


them, according to the ſpirit of the 
church, in faſting, humiliation, and prayer. 
Beg a bleſſing on the fruits of the earth, 
and pray for all thoſe, who at this time, 
are promoted to holy orders, that 1.5 
may be worth miniſters of the church. 
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© de us, Decem 14. 
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0 of Nbenber, bo in the fifth cen- 
tury, when the Wandals had over 


run France, by particular cruelty ex- 


preſſing their averſion to che Rr 
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3 Nicafi ius, Der. 14. 


4 


and had now reduced his peoples * 4 
liege, to the laſt extremity ; encouraged 
them to ſubmit to the courge, which 
their ſins had provoked, and by a tem- 
poral death, to endeavour to prevent an 
eternal; and then opening the gates, he 
fell the firſt ſacrifice to the cruelty of the 
Barbarians, and by his death, taught his 
ock to die. If there. were no other 
enemies, but 2 as threaten death, thou 
mighteſt not be every day in apprehenſion 
of them; but fince the greateſt enemies 
of thy ſoul are in time of peace, and then 
thou art moſt in danger, when war and 
violence ſeem fartheſt off; ſince the flat- 
terics of friends and the world, bring as 
certain death as the ſword, learn to ſtand 
armed when thou art in the midſt of 
peace; and however all kinds of worldl 

enjoyments ate called bleſſings, let them 
be ſuſpected by khee, as no leſs a ſcourge 
than perſecution, a ſcourge which blind- 
ing the chriſtian's eyes, makes him fear- 
leis in danger, and often carries him to 
thoſe extravagancies by which he un- 
naturally becomes his own executioner. 
© Beſeech God to deliver thea from all ſuch 
blindneſs, pray for patience under all per- 
ſecution, pray for diſcretion and modera- 
tion in time of peace; the danger is here 
greater, og not ſo terrible, 
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8. Euebius An, 371. Decem : 1 . 


„ He was a Biſhop : Pray for all ths 
Biſhops in God's church: 'Thofe; 
Who reflect how much God is diſho- 
noured, and how conſiderably the faith- 
ful ſuffer, through the weakneſs, ambi- 
tion, and ill example of ſuch as, unworthy 
of that dignity, ſit in the epiſcopal chair, 
will not be wanting in this devotion in 
behalf of the public. Who knows, but 
if all the faithful did conſtaptly join in 
preſenting” their molt, hearty petitions to 
Almighty God 'on this ſubject,. as often 
as the feſtivals of H. Prelates return upon 
them throughout the year, he might de- 
liver the church from this evil, and blefs 
it with a holy ſucceſſion of ſuch paſtors, 
who by word and example, might be 
as fo many lights to the faithful ws con- 
duct them to a happy eternity? 2. He 
was a martyr; pray for” patience in all 
ſufferings, for thyſelf and all others who 
are under any trials. If thou honbureſt 
2 martyr, ſuffer ſomething this day with 
more than ordinary meekneſs. Conſider 


5 . 
- — 
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46 Many Holy Virgins, Decem. 16. 


how often thou art in paſſion, how eaſily 


thou art diſquieted, how inconiiderable 
a thing provokes thee; how ordinary 


temptations overcome thee: Are theſe 


the ſteps of a martyr? Is this, according 
to the goſpel? Bluſh then, and be con- 
founded at thy e 1 Pray: for 
_ . 


Alam Holy 2 irgins, Decem. 16. 


Tin, were ſacred victims Hacrificed 
the cruelty of Hunnericus King 
of 185 Wandals, who perſecuting the 


church in Africa, forced into the baniſh- 


ment of a horrid | deſert, about five 
thouſand chriſtians, biſhops, prieſts, dea- 
cons, and others, of the faithful, but 
ſeizing on all ſuch virgins, as he found 


| conſecrated to God. commanded them 


to be hanged up in the air, and tor- 


menting them with hot plates of iron, 

bid them own, that they had been 
abuſed by their biſhops and church- 
men, hoping by this cruelty to caſt 

àblemiſh on the church, and colour 


is barbarity with the pretext of juſ- 
ws but. they chuling death rather 
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St. Olympias,” Dec. 17. 47 


than to purchaſe life by. offending 


againſt juſtice and truth, died under 
his torments. Give A for their con- 


ſtancy and courage, and wonder not if 
the enemies of thy faith, by like ſcandals, 


endeavour to bring the church into diſ- 
repate : Chriſt himſelf ſuffered the infamy 
of ſuch reproaches, and if his members 
are rendered odious by the ſame expedients 
of malice, it is for the increaſe of their 
crown. Learn to bear with patience the 
aſſaults of all kinds of evil tongues: The 

malice or indiſcretion of others often put 
thee to the trial; but nothing of this can 
hurt thee: The only miſchief is, from 
thy own impatient reſentments. Prevent 
theſe by a better ſpirit; and pray this 
day for whatever is wanting to thee, 
for Weſerving es OVAL: ues: REO 
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= St. Olympia, Widow, Dec. I 7. 


LIVED as Conſtantinos le, in _ time: of 

8. Chryſoftom ; 2 huſband having 
been dead ſome time, the Emperor 
Meodſius propoſed, to her the marriage 
of Elpidius, his near relation; to whom 


ſhe anſwered, That God having taken 


St. ai Dec. 1 = 


E neceiry conde 
bong the was reſolved. no more to 
in it. She was true to her refolu- 
9 ed both her money and 


| one 


time in the relief of widows, orphans, , 


| Aud 2 the, ck: „Her auſterities Were 
5 her habit mean, her humility 


Lziag, her tears continual; and that 


nothing might be wanting to conſum- 
mate her virtue, ſhe was perſecuted by 
 <Hreadius, for eſpouſing the cauſe of op- 
preſſed innocence, in the perſon; of her 
Paſtor, S. John Chryjoflom, and for this 

forced into * death 
d her à way, to a better country 


of this example, as thy ſtate requires; 
there are eule in all conditions, 
aud even that, Which has the name of 
greateſt Y., cannot well be Chriſtian, 
dut wich the ſelf. denials of the clo wk 
If humility and charity helped her 
heaven, will not prodigality and blnity 
Kut thee out from it? Take not thy 
meaſures from the World, but from the 
goſpel, and then tell me, who has 
1 thee power ſo much to diſpenſe with 

Follow the goſpel, if thou Teel. to 
_ Gui to 2 de dipel. 


Abe was not 
en dencies 'of - 


-<pene 
which ſhe had Jong | deſired. Make uſe 
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Was planted "amongſt. the, Hebrews, And 


or raſhneſs of thole with whom thou 
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PREY” Sau of the int. 9.0 
"aiſciples, by whoſe labours the 


Greeks, and their martyrdom is f̃ecorded 


by St. Polycarp, the. diſciple of St. oo: 


Evangeliſt, Who equals them wat 


eat St. Jnatius, martyr, to —— he 
Joins theſe two, and OI. - his 


people to ſuffer * patience, 


And haſt thou no 
them ? If preaching the papel 
Province, 3 8 0 th I, uty,. at. 
eſp uſe. the the Fane of virtue, ,picty,czuſtice, 
ang tr truth? re, 

in thy preſence, by the undu ue I 


ng to learn from 


1 — 


converſeſt ? And- does, not fear or ſhame 


often make thee connive at, if 229 favour, | 


the aggrefſors ? Is this the 


martyrs, to let human xeſpefts . Place 
of duty, to let the cauſe af God ſuffer, 


for fear of Siphiiging eee being 
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le, and in 555 of their, reward. 


oſpel be not thy 
Tate is 


not theſe often, injured | 
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e 
üghne mow nhl Me a mec Ellar 
bo badete thee to tek thy b ag 

week reproof of What deberelk it, 8204 
1 5 e under paſſion, if by 
Nb x reproof it be provoked againſt thee. 
1 This 18. he. civility . Which the g 
\eaches, and. it is. that which w. 84 
| zeſpect, Increaſe thy friends,” e pe! 
theea way to n | _ | 
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IN cle perſecution ef Delli, he Was 
[8 tenſor” at Alexandria of theft, by füch 
enemies of his ras IE or th 

; geſted this way r deſtroy ing . [i 
Ie” hd repüt öh: Not I dn bebe 
being proved, his faith in Chriſt rey n 
after made his crime; and for this he 
was condemned to the flames, in the 
company of thieves. Falſe accuſations 
rial, and, > therefore, let not 
thy charity be Wanting in praying for 
ſuch as are under it: And for thyſelf, 
conſider ſeriouſſy upon it. Reproach, ig- 
: 20 and diſgrace, were ſome of the 
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the patience, charity, and meek 
Jeſus Chriſt, It is very allowable, 15 Ke 

caſes, with moderation and, peace, 5 

Jultit thyſelf; but if thy ples be'n 1 

4 .cel e then ; 4 the time to join“ t yfelk 

to Chriſt; aud imitate his Humility and 
22 Ry og to the ſcourge Goc 
leaſed to lay upon thee; which 

15 584 from — hand; though not — 

— who appear againſt thee. | Let this 


be thy. rule, and permit not every eee cre - 


provocation of this kind to fill 
with reſentment and paſſion ; for this is 
worthy. of thy profeſſion, and will be 
xc loſs of that 8 God puts into 
hy, No Any £ or this 8e Prepare 

e fee. that FO. h hy Free 
MF ile ſha e DS OR; 
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11 nien 25 of 


3. Av. 14. 1 80 
ufs Min e A . (nerve? 
mu ach; 4 falt, eee able 
to God, in humiliation oe YI 
If thou abſtaineſt from fleſh, and yet 

findeſt-ways to court chy appetite, com- 
mit exceſſes, and indulge thyſelf in all thy 
uſual liberties, will this be a Pprepa- 
ration for the — of heaven? Endea- 
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BA of ink, hes 85 
C Or t. Moto nl 
pert oppoſing fg but 0 515 

| <8 CER, virtues DNR are. the IM 
ments 0 t great dignity : Pray for all 
the prelates irs el that, by 
his example, they may be fo WY lights 
of the; dig in, diſſi purine the arknelſ; 
of error and vice, e: common e 


of the flock. is in their zealous and exem- 
plary, Petr and. three. 1A, 5 to 
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ce ——— for der. Londa. wr 
5 St. Chryſoſtom, in © his \difeourſe 'on 
this ſaint, preſſes all religious to join in 
this charity ; ; the cauſe” being ſo general * 
and the ſolicitor ſo great a ſain 
who new the weight of the charge, 
W ill not Ye! min 
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«JL . Was an an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt : 4 

a ber 0 the! paſtors of God's 
fucceed 2 his ee «eh 
2. agated the go amd gte 
| wel b e of goſpel ah 

r all choſe people who are again relapſed 
into idolatry, that God would be pleaſe 
to Lite them? Pray” for TY 
chyfelk. N h eee 50s 
3. He ME PTY in the 0 
riſt's reſurrection: Pra ay 1 
vho are Incredulous, who” abe dne 
iq” their” errors; tor: alk likewife, *wHhs, 
throueh” Weakneſb or tefriptation, are ai 
2 with doubts in faith. 


fig. 22. J. 


Ci ij 
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A He gs Bs 8 
0 a e far: all chat ſuffer . 
fice add truth: Pray for all thoſe who 


«x x4 


we, viſited with any affliction, | whether 
temporal, or ſpiritual. 1... - ? 


It is not recorded in ſcripture How St. 
Thins was called to the apoſtleſhip ;/ but 
bdenſable condition of an Apoſtle 

Being to leave all and follow Chriſt, it 
cannot be queſtioned but he did ſo. This 
wih the perfection of their ſtate, who were 
choſen to ſpread the goſpel throughout the 
world, and carry Chriſt's name befare 
king and princes. They were to renounce 
the earth, Phe they might be, without 
diſtractions, wholly attentive to the buff. 
neſs of heaven, and give evident pro- of 
their having 1 no other intereſt but in Jefus 
Chrjſt alone, There are now many ſuc. 
Lellors, in this fundtion of preaching the 
Zope; and they are truly happy dies 
Wo, wich the ſpirit of this Apeltie, 
nothing in the mnatifold diſcharge of "ther 
duty, dur Jeſus Chriſt. They who! ſeck 
him thus will certainly nd bim, both för 
themſelves and ochers; ut if Chriſt, and 
his gofpet, / be only the cover, ant church. 
men make uſe of this to fea ch leres. 
theſe have à mercenary and hireling ſpirit, 
and * FIRE * the Hock," thay 
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the. wolf under oh. Ppaſtar's N 1. is. 
e f .{uch, | Nn 


proſtitute their whole function tofcheir Hh 


private intereſt; but this, 1 hope, is the 
condition of few, I wiſh their number 


were not greater, who, . in appearahce, 


being no Ways wanting to their 


carry with them, however, a worldly. 5 ‚ 


covetous ſpirit, ſuch as puts 1 of 0% 
being hard to the poor, and makes. m 
eagerly. graſp at every. thing, that. is v2 
their advantage, Tis true, paſtors be 
ing men, and like others, ſubject to m: 


Wants, it muſt be allowed them, to "mal I 


proviſion but ſtill this ought to be done 


in ſuch a way as may expreſs their want, 
but not their love of money; their trea- 


ſure is to be in another world, and not 


in chis; and if they are too earneſt in 


bgaping, here, 1 it 190 plainly, ſhews where 

p heart is Chbrif making: choic ;of 
— .who "Forfook all, is an jnſtruction 
to their ſucceffors, that they ought, not, 
to deſire, and ſeek all; and truly it is a 
very diſedifyin, 5 thing, to ſee thoſe,, who in- 
hexit the apoſto 490 power to renounce their 
ſprite: and inſtead of making Chriſt zee 
Portion, to > be. above others. moſt dolicitans 
for the, thing s of this world. Remove 


this. ſcandal 1 1 Wenk age (ON Sod. aud 


| 

j 

i 
Mm 
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56 


st. Thomar,. 
grant that they who undertake, to 1 
the goſpel, may live by its principles, 


being, guides to a better World, may 55 


by their ill example, eneourige: their flock 
tobe in love with this. 


This Apoſtle, having onee Undertaken 


to follow Chriſt, continued faithful to 5 


am, and gave ſufficient evidence of his 

erity, when apprehending his maſ- 
lers life to be in danger by his 
going vp to Feriſalem, and all the 
other Apoſtles diſwading him from 
it, he alone cried: out, ZTanus & morig- 
mur cum illo, Let us. go and die with oo. 


This was the teſt of a true diſei le, 
not to think of leaving Chriſt, wi 170 


dangers threatened, but readily 


offer. himſelf to- take part with - is 


maſter in all his ſufferings. . 
folower of (rin muſt endeavour 
obſerve this rule They are not only 


when it is conſiſtent with their intereſt, 


reputation, - quiet, and ſpiritual | com- 
fort, for all this may be ſuſpected: 


But likewiſe continue their Aden) 


thers,, where: they foreſee they are like. 


7 ;t0;:be-:; ſufferers or loſers ' by it. * : 
cbriſtian always tells truth, when 


it is to 12 A and | defentds. him- 


ot 


to be faithful in their duties to him, 


| 
| 
[ 
{ 
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1 8 14 TL 15 - 1 


0 


at 5 weben“ del 3 as 
truth ae — 4 1 ous to 
him; "is. ſuch an one à true :diſciy ple; | 
er can he fay, let us go and die Ne 
Choſe: who is thus unwilling to ſuffer 
ny thing for him? If a chriſtian” oh 
ryes. the rules of exact ſubriety 
and diſcipline, when left to his deu 
conduct; and rather than bear their 
raillery, joins with thoſe, who impor- 
tune * to diſorder and esteſs IE. 
for fear of being pointed at, he fol- 
lows. a corrupt world in all ice Prodie 
ality,” vanity and luxuty; if he Would 
gal his neigh bour, could it be done 4 
5 oe If his deſires be to 
live virtuouſly and/ juſtly, but the aps 
prehe of wanting, puts him upen 
is that are unjuſtifiabſe: If he would 
oblerxe peace with bis neighboure, bur 
cannot bear their impertinent and diſa- 
grecable bumourss: If he would aſſe pars 
don for injuries done, but cannot ſubmit 
to "es Hhumiliation,! or to the thought, of 
being rep pobr-Ipirited, and tame, , 
Cah fuch as theſe pretend to the character 
of þ pong Chriſt's diſciples, ho; thus hpen 
the proſpect of any difficulty or uneaſinefs. 
abandon his cane; and ſo far forſake him? 
— oughi ever to be in a diſpoſi 
C v 


\ 
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4 of this life, to Which God has called tliet 


oy money ae of 7 


ns 5 of 380 Og . 
day's deten he is t follow Hitt "Evento 


death; what then, if he meets wich the 
a0 diſcouragements, - Which com: 


If. Y cannot overcome theſe, how will he 
„When they are accompanied with the 
25 — of racks and death? He tliat fiir 
nders bimſelf to a weak enemy, how can 


WP ope. to be victorious, when aſſaulted 


With a much greater force? Strive there- 

fore ally to be conſtant to all thy duties 
ne thyſelf to force thy way: "pon 

8 /Ghh oppoſition ; ; let no fear 

55 e on thee, to the omiſſion 
N obligation; have no regard to what 
the world will fay of thee, Look on diffi- 
culties, _ troubles, temptations, difguiets, 
Ec. as part of thy portion, and an exerc 


e 


Neu 


Be not therefore Over nice, nor un willir 


take pains, nor afraid to ſuffer: This Will 


bring thee, by degrees, to the diſpoſition 
of à true diſciple; - and if God ball call 
— 7 greater trials, thou mayeſt be in 
opes of offering thyſelf with the TEfolu- 
Kh of this Apoſtle, and ſay, Let dos $0, 


and die with our ſuffering Lor 
But, however great was tlie virtue 
of d a pattie, in Torſakintg all te follow 


ly, work, by railing fear. or ame? 


cd 


; great argument. of human wehen $, 


obſtinate 1 in his unbelief, exc pt Le: od c l 


it in the manner preſcribed by 


December 21. 


and oſferin If t 4 
chr, W e ger Gehe 9589 N 


refuſes to believe Chrilt's reſurrection; and * 
declares | his reſolution of continuitiſ 


#71 " 2 
all e 95 


4 
1141 7 


deſcending to his weaknels, 


is a chriſtian to do here but profoundly I: 
humble himſelf in the ſight of God ; for 
if in men, who had renounced the' Word? 
bad been bred up under the diſci Iden of 


GH 


15 5 and were ready to die with” 155 


te appears fuch infirmit y ; how 355 
23 9 be , 4355 CT 10 


ges? 155 15 5258 f then 9 555 are 890 oF y 


| 20 alle” their, univerfa} } depenganice of 


d, ſubject themſelves intirely to his 
protection, and having earneſtly. implöreck 3 
his aſſiſtance for this poor helpleſs clay, IC 
olve , never to 8 that 090 by wil- 2 
11 fin, from whence oft We; "Arengeh is 
8 pla NG aft WA ego 

nothen leflo we ma arti 
unbelief £4 8 5 ſtle, 2 hat 705 85 


. 


counted to be exemplar and. well-meaning 


We may he. ſubject. to 125 to obſtinacy 


* 


6 St. Thomar,- 


and extors SING » dra chey aa d. 
poſitive in taking very wrong ways | 
coming to the 2 the truth, 
and make oppoſition againſt the way God 
Ras choſen and prdjaie for their 8 
That therefore, notwithſtanding all the 
repularity of their lives, they are obliged 
to conſider, wliether the method; they take 
for their ſecurity, againſt all errors in faith, 
be ſubject to errors, or a ſafe bar againſt 
them ; ſuch as Chriſt has appointed, and is 
moſt conformable to Miu, Who! is the _ 
mabitruth.- yd. itn 
There is one Way obich this Apoſite 
required for his ſatisfaction, and that was 
ſceing and feeling before he would believe: 
Now though Chriſt's goodneſs was ſuch to 
him, as to comply with his inſirmity, for 
the cute of his unbelief; yet this was not 
the method ordained by! Chriſt for the 
Whole world: He required all nations to 
believe to the end of the world; and being 
"aſcended to his father, rendered it impoſh- 
ble to them to come to this faith, by ſceing 
or feeling; and in pronouncing thoſe bleſſed 
ho believe and ſee not; declared it his 
Will, that chriſtians ſhould believe with 
* out ſeeing / The method therefore, of a 
chriſſian's faith, is not that which is here 


5 _— in S. Thomas, 0. what is com- 


; by bearing. 


to ſubject Divine A 


— 


mended by. Chai; n motive 11 
their. believing is not toc come tromi ia 
aſſurance given them from their ſeeing on 
feeling, for this is not beheving God, but 
believing their hands or their eyes g hut itt 
is to come from the aſſurance given: by 
God; and being thus founded, not on 
theſe ſenſes, but on the Divine Authoriys 
their faith becomes divine: Being there 
fore duly informed what God has, ſaid, 
True chriſtians prelently affent ; they heap 
and believe; and this is the method de- 
ſcribed by 8. Paul, who ſays, Faith rames 
heir concern therefore is not 
3 to enquire into the nature of the 
things propoſed from God, and upon 
finding them ſquare with their reaſon; 
their imagination, or their ſenſes, upon 
chis condition to aceept then. tor: this is 


ſenſe ; it is to appeal. from God: — man; 


2 df Divine Truths ſtood in need of the 


obation of private reaſon: But they, 
upon a ſufficient teſtimony of heing truths, 


b N from God, readily embrace them 
and believe. For: — they are myſ- 


teries proportioned to their reaſon, or 


no; yet they know it is always moſh; xea» 
ſonable they ſhould believe God; eſpeciall 


ne OT Believe Gods w. 


the ſirſt /: and 0 nder 
chriſtian reaſon; and to doubt of What 
| he teaches, on pretext of me thing contra 
dikting our reaſon is to act againſt reaſon, 
in pretending to maintain its right. Since 
therefore Chriſt has ordained a church on 
earth to bear teſtimony of him, and inſtruct 
the whole world in his truths; and ſolemn | 
engaged his ſacred word, it {hall be« 
aſſiſted by his Holy Spirit, and taught the 
tnuth to the end of the world; and declared 
that the diſbelieving. or being obſtinate 
againſt it, is the ſame crime as 0 
diſbalieve God himſelf; therefore | the: 
chriſtian method of believing, is te 
hear what Chriſt's church teaches and; 
believes: It is the way appointed by Cliiſt 
Whereby the whole world was to be in- 
formed of his truths: To doubt of any 
point. on pretext of its being unreaſonable, 
is to act a gainſt reaſon; it is cto doubt, 
wbether Ged be truth, on whether Chriſt's: 
promite be true. It is to fix the centre, 
and meaſure: of Divine Truths in human 
reaſon, and not in God: So that inſtead-of 
_ concluding, This i from God, thenefare it is 
maſt teaſana ble und trus; it is turning all the 
wrong WAY z and whenever ptivate reaſonc© | 
ſhall ſay, This ig not renſonahle ; it lilewiſe 
eee 150 wy 2 8 _ nor true & 


; December 21. -S 
Whily 18 beginning at che wrong 
| net — | 
judge of Divine Truth ogg is my rn 2 


ground for an ev nai: 1rremediable: 
_ diviſion; ſince private capacities being difs; 
| ferent} their ju dements muſt necefſfarihy be 


ſ&itod: 3 therefore cannot poſſibly be 
Way. eſtabliſned by Chriſt, Nh re- 


the wa 
quiring unity in faith, amongſt all believers; 
6 . not 3 2 method deſtructive ot 
all unity. The unity of faith required in 
Chriſt's — muſt therefore come from 
God; he is the fountain and effentiat 
unity; from him muſt flow all other utity: 


And thus he has ordered it. His truths: 


are eternal and uncha 


from him to the whole world. This church 
carries with it the authority and ſecurity 


of God's Spirit: All private judgments 
ought to be over-ruled by this authority, | 
and ſubm̃it; hence there is an unity in 


faith throughout the world; and this faith: 
comes by hearing: 8. Thomas ought to 
have heard the Apoſtles; and all others are 


to hear the Catholic church, of their 


times: and thus whatever is the difference 
of private judgments; all meet in one faith. 


He: that hears. you, hears me: he that hears 


us, ir of Gd; in-thi: wwe know'the * of. 
us, and the Spirit of error. 


ar 


| nageable; he has 
eſtabliſhed 2 church to deliver theſe truths 
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5 an, Martyr, Der. e xi 
; 1 24 a 3th 11 1 H 2 2 
_ ANoble Roman, who, by * iof: Julian 
the Apoſtate, had his face disfigured 
with thoſe marks of infamy, the uſual 
puniſhment of thieves; and malefac - 
tors; and being afterwards: caſt forth 
into baniſhment, there giving TRE 
Wholly to prayer, prepared for that life; 
for WI ich he had contemned all that is in 
this, The feſtival of Martyrs return often 
upon thee, that thou mayeſt give glory ta 
the Head of Martyrs, and learn ſomething. 
of this ſpirit. And what advance haſt thow 
made? Ho doſt thou bear reproaches and 
cogtempts? How daſt tliou ſubmit to the 
daily difficulties of thy ſtate: to the diſtem- 
pers and pains, with which God ãs pleaſad 
to viſit thee? How doſt thou bear che 
trouble, of thy own infirmities and andife 
 eretion? Reſentments, impatience, paſſion, 
may be thy inclination, but aught not ta 
be allowed 1 in; practice, if thou thinkeſt to 
Walk by the copies ſo oſten ſet before there. 
Stand then h n albſuchi 
ee e ever 1 * 


E . e, December 2 > 


work upon th retire into a 
a Fe bestag ele 


ever it be, that ſo thou mayeſt come to 
the practice of what thou OT IN 
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„ > mts fol 
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TR infancy): being fuck with 4110- oh 
and thus enteral eee of all) — . 


Was brought every day to the e 


St. QAlament's church, there to By" for 
alms. The charity 'of this beggar Was 
very remarkable, in in diſtributing every .. 
day to other poor whatever lms he re. 
ceived! above what ſatisfied the neceſſities 


of the day, only ſparing. fo much * 


lerybl for” the purchaſe of a bible, 3 
he was very well inſtructed, by [gt 8 
ſuch as camo to viſit. him to had! to 100 
Having lived many years in this metho 
and: in the practice of a cheerful patien . 


he gave up his ſpirit to God, Foto at 


teſted his — by Sling the room — 


SHE of the martyrs, 
bend down thy neck to the trouble what» 


— man in Ry N e fg 


ignorant of all other 5 | 


2 ; 
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66. Clien ee 


ay Ge * which continued till his 
interment, as it is related by, S. Gregory 
the Great, in a ſermon, who received 
the relation from perſons then living who 


had been witneſſes of it. Learn the great 
advantage that may be made of ſickneſs, 
pain, and poverty. By the good uſe of 


theſe, this Saint made his way to heaven: 


and will not he riſe in judgment againſt 
thee, for thy impatience in leſſer trials, 
for thy ignorance, occaſioned by the ill 


uſe of thy time and health, for waſtin; 
in vanity and entertainments what might 


have been the food of the poor? Look 
over thy accounts, and ſee how much 


with they plenty and health thou art be- 


hind” him, who had neither; think a | 


_ reforming; for thus only canſt thou 
vent the "mm gran _ e pat 1. 
management-. & ene eee ert ge 
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che greatelt -feltivals. of the year, 
feſtival * infinite 8 and goodneſs. 


ad» A a „„ r 


"MS. day: is a preparation for one 5 


S o eee my 3A © 


_— 


On. the efeQts-of: thibwwharcy e this 
eternal good, prepare then het; for it in the 
beſt manner thou art able, join contrition 
with thy faſting, and a moſt profound 

huanhation: of ſpirit confeſs thy manifold. 
wealnefs and unworthineſs; he that 
cb to be thy Phyſician will be pleaſed 
with the ſincere ee edgm ler 18 5 
e d RN * 


— 
15 — * + ** * c 0 + 
9 5 45 he © F241. aff #1.46 
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"als i ©} 15 been kept * the time. 
of the Apoſtles, and in the — = 
ages, with ſuch: exactneſs, that a neglect; 
af ite was reputed criminal. 8, K 
K prieſt. from amongſt his clergyy 
for for IG wanting in the obfervange of it, 
3 breaking his faſt. 8. Gregory, of 
Tauro, gives particular inſtances of God's, 
diſpleaſure againſt ſome who had little, 
regard to it. It cannot be queſtioned, 
but there is a great provocation in their. 
diſorder, who. now haſte from the altar 
to their entertainments,. very unbecoming 
the ſanctity of the time, and too often 
Pro zhaning git with: irreverence and ex- 
ceſſes. Avoid theſe, and if neceſſity obli- 
ges thee to take any relief, let it be wit] 
great moderation, without noiſe or con- 
verſation, that 0 chy al may not be 
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diſturbed, but di at foll liberty for 


be lefs than 


for 
tertaining thy Lord; _ acknowlodging 


all is mercies. cg e enen 
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4 8 * TEE We rt iin WIT ,, 


Ward. . eff nobis in fflio; it cauner 

eſumption for man L 5 
who ought rather in ſilence to 
to what is ſpoken to him from 


zeaven, 


and with admiration contemplate the 
wonders and mercies of this day; 

When the ſecond perſon of CEN 

TFrinity made man in the womb of 


a day, 


wo WY was born of her in Me 
Belchen, and came tt [this 


deeper. Approach then, in Re; 


While, and 0 ening thy d reaſt, r 
e inſtructions he thence gives thee. 


K wwe wee nf pied > 


92 A day y. when God the Father ſpraks 
8 ks oaly Son, che Eternal 


: S. Nene eee 
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But Hrſt, hilft thou” heareſt the an- 
Zels faluting him with ua celeſtial hymn; 
and ſeeſt the ſhepherds informed from 
—— doen en e. offerings, and ador-- 
r God, jom thou with 
them, — confeſs him to Ton thine. © 
O Jeſus, I:-here bow down before thee, 
and acknowledge thee to be my Lord and 
my God: Thou art the Eternal Son of 
the Father, thou art the King of Glo 
O Chrift, I adore” and bleſs thy ENG 
name, who, for my redemption haſt been 
pleaſed to become man: I offer ae oy 
heart and foul, - beſceching thee to purit 
them by thy grace, that through "thi ee 
they may become an cee e 
pow ee ul 2 le M e 


e c e e : e n e e . 
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Behold Aims. ant} rb nN tow 
art indebted to the goodneſs of thy God, 
and the infinite mercy of thy Redeemer: 
The whole world: lay under the guilt of 
lin, and nothing but an eternal baniſhment 
tram the fight of God, joined with everd 
ting Puniſhment, / was the unavoidable' 


70  Chriftmag*Days. 5 d 


d, it was not in his power to reverſe 
his fate: For what could rebellious clay 
do ta ta; ſatisfy jan, injured; God? The debt 
By * and the unagpn.Acltes, PM 
.of , through his offence, is become 
ſtill more miſerable, wretched, and worſe 


no mercy ready to forgive, yet ; 
mie too, which muſt be ſatiafieds; What 
medy than for man but to be delivered 
4 # executioner, and caſt into priſon 
R to * * miſerable for ever? And 
thus it was tobe. But behold the merey 
f 4. Redeemer, the ſecond perſon, of 
| Trinity, offers himſelf to bega 
OE that ſo he may . of being 
made a ſacriſice for the ſins of men, a 
Aacrifice of infinite value, Ky more than 


equal to the 
the. fullneſs o 


time was come, ordained 


1 by Soo. for the accompliſhment; of Liens 


Work of .,mercy, he is born of the Virgi 
Mary an infant, and yet true G om, — 
Magn; this is the myſtery, this the mercy the 
hurch at preſent commemoprates, and 
thau With dove cand. gratitude. art hut mbly 
to adore. ©: 2005b3 a9) Jol wr 
O jeſus, I adore thes, and. give. thee 
thanks for this thy. Ait x. anden 


lot, and * through ſin an enemy * 


an nothing: And though there wants 


pilt : For this end, when 


ws UP 
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chus pleaſed to undlertake our — 
What had been but part of that damned 
maſs, eternally excluded from heaven, a 
defpatring foul amidſt everlaſting flames! 
But thou art come to be my deliverer, 
and make my peace with batt offended 


God; thou offereſt thyſelf to death, 


innocent lamb," that I, a rebellious 
finful {lave, may be capable f eo 
What ſhall I ſay, O my God, what 
returns hall I make for all thy fav 
1 Will in ſilence admire and adore” t 
mercy: I will bleſs thy name forever. 
Bleſſed be our Lord God of Ifta, be- 
eauſe nie Has viſited and redeemed nis 
people, and raiſed” to us x powerful 84 
viour, who © ſhall' deliver us from dür 
enenfies, and from the hands of all th. 
hate us, that without fear we may pf 


| Ritt in Holineſs and juſtice all our days 


that we | may be *enhightetied who ſit in 

dhrkneſs, aid our feet be directed in the 

way of Pete. Praiſe our Lord all you 
gations, all ou people bleſs our Lord. 
And now 


in beholding this Wr 


of goons, don not thou fee likewiſe 


t reafon” then haſt to hope and place 
os, whole confidence in God? When 
confidereſt thyſelf; and diſcovereſt 
nocli there * weakneſs and repeat 


5 * 
+4 * 
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72 1 5 obe anner po 
relapſes i into fin, it it is enough to make thee x 


| frcnible-and” deſpair z but viewing here, 
how infinite is the tenderneſs and c 

on of God, and how great - things 
> has done for thy: falvation, haſt not 


thy hopes, to truſt, in this mercy, and 


of 2 ſinner, Who has done ſo much to 


n thee bis only Son, through Who 


come; is 2 leſs than What he has 


already done for thee: It being much 


we eee. "2th God to become many 
than for à ſinner to find mercy through 


ſuch a Redeemer. God will not leave 
his Work imperfect: Hope then, and let 


nat thy hopes end but with thy life 
In the I put my truſt, O Þlefſed. Re- 
deemer, and though my blindneſs and 


repeated tranſgreſſions often oppreſs me 


With fear and dejection, yet now | 5 55 
ee my advocate to the Father, all thy 
bumiliations and: ſufferings to 18 for 


me, however I may deſpair of myſelf, 
Iwill ever truſt in thee. My ro I com 


fels. are greats. b but © eh greater | ö 


thy 


7 in this, ſufficient motives to raiſe = 


rejoice. in fo plentiful a redemption? It 
is now evident, God wills not the death 


regain him life. And how canſt thou ” 
tear he will, refuſe, thee mercy, who has 


ou mayeſt obtain it? What is yet to 


anc”. dd: . 4 


| 3 pig 1608 


when thou appeareſt for me, and ſlandeſt 
detwixt me and my God, whom I have of- 
ferided? Rejoice then, my ſoul, in God h/ 
Saviour, and ever remembe thoſe words- 'of - 
= comfort; Whoever trags 2 bin n. not be J 
confounded: for © opens 277 ORG ek, eee 
A: 11 $173 ED 15 v * A | 
And does not r hie ue of God tos. 
wards man, teach thee the great obli 
thou haſt of loving God with all thy heart, 2 
and with all thy ſoul? For what could God 
do more for thee than here he has done? in 
— * this myſtery yet again: Thou . 1 
e believeſt it; but halt thou err 
reflected upon what thou believeſt? ' 
thou ever chought how infinite muſt 
— 85 of God be, in ſending his only 
. — become man, to expoſe him to all 1 
that is here contemptible, and aſter rut 
torthents,” to die upon a croſs; and all tiiis, « |: 
that man might be ſaved, that ſinful duſl 58 
and aſhes might be exalted to glory? and 1 
» is there not here in this, even in that poor =_ 
manner as thou conſideredſt it, ſormertit: M8 
wonderful arid -worthy of thy love? Bluiis 
then, and be confounded at all thy paſt mms 
gratitüde and“ inſenfidllity, Who haviug r 188 
much to love in God, yet loveſt him e bit Tm 
tle. What if all che moments of thy like 1 
Vor. IV. D ___ = 
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bad been employed in giving thy beart to 
bim, it had been much ſhort of what is due. 
But now having given him ſo very few, 
or none, what canſt thou ſay, but bewail 
thy miſery, and profeſs thou ſtandeſt in 
— of all the merey of thy God? Make 
„me amends, howeyer, nowz and fix this 
thought ſo deep within thy ſoul, that thou 

5 5 be no Anse bet of this Kapi- 
2 What ſhall I ſays my Gd? 1 would wil 
air ſay I love thee. 15 is what I ought to 
ag I ſee motives; ſufficient to engage and 

: 38 my heart to love, and make me won- 
der if I love thee not: And yet where can 
I love be, who ſo little think what thou 
halt done for me; and ſo often forſake thee, 
notwithſtanding all thy mercies! Self. love, 
and the love of the world, it, is plain, 
abound in me; Lwiſh 1 had ſuch e 

8 2 the love of thee, my God., But this, myſt 
be thy gift, O Jeſus, both as to the ſincere 
| . and ſecure poſſeſſion of it. This one 
thing, therefore, I alk of thee, and I alk. it 
by chat love which, brought thee, into this 
er That from this moment I may for 
ever love thee. Poſſeſs now my heart with 
d true ſenſe of thy goodneſs and mercy, and 
may the thoughts — theſe. ſo fill my ſoul, 
that — Jochferept: to all e of this 


CY 


elſe, ſo 1 Gl, but thee; 
inte 45 


"3h But what Wepa 
| haſt no regard to thoſe leſſons” which the 
teaches/ thee! He is Lord off heaven and 
earth, and yet renouncing all the ſtate and 
magnificence of the world, ſee in what 
humble manner he comes: He has all the 
treaſures of the earth at command, and — 


taken; arid moſt” pro 


world; L'may labour always to be pole 
of Jeſus, and not value the loſs of all 
Om 2 Jeſus, ade 


57 ri in 29 ; 
of loving: Jeſus, if thou 


What his poverty is: He has all the 1 


of angels to wait his pleaſure, and ſee how 5 


he is expoſed to contempt: There is no 
place for him in the town; the beſt ac- 
commodation is taken 


attendants. All this is what he choſe as 
molt agreeable to the work he has under- 


per for the giving a 


true idea of the things of this world to ſuch 
as defire to be his followers. Not that he 


requires all to renounce riches, and all 


manner of ſtate; but that he would not 
have Chriſtians to value chemſelves by their 
poſſeſſions or attendants, or place their ſatis- 
faction or N them, or love them, 


or eſteem thoſe contemptible who have 
em not. For if one 5 a 
1 


5 


ul; and Urs there for” ever. 


up by others: A 
ſtable is his palace, an ox and an aſs are his 
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.  fblloweniof Cluiſt,/s and da e hes | 
7 which Chriſt contemned, and contemns that 
| which Chriſt choſe, it is plain ſuch. an one 
has only the name, but not the ſpirit of 
1 A Chriſtian. \ Behold then the model | before 

! thee, and be aſſured that Chriſt choſe what 
was beſt for, him, and ſafeſt for thee; and 
N ſince thou findeſt in him ſolitude, poverty, 
| _ want of conveniences, hardſhips, and a ſe- 
NF paration from the world; thou canſt not 
Ft} queſtion but in theſe may be all the happi- 

| nels of a Chriſtian 3- and though they are 
F. not ſanctified in themſelves, they are, how- 

| _ ever, the ordinary way which leads to all 
Ip thoſe interior virtues, in which refides the 
Spirit of Chriſt. And if, upon a ſerious 
conſideration. of what thou here beholdeſt 
in him, thou afterwards (caſting thy eye 
back on thyſelf) ſeeſt there not only ineli - 
mains, . affections and practices kept 
| up, encouraged, and followed; quite con- 
| trary to what thou art here =. if thou 

E art ever ſolicitous to pleaſe thyſelf, ſeekeſt 
:- | whatever delights, art bent on thy eaſe, 

loveſt to be Ae, laboureſt to be great 

in the world, art impatient at the want of 
every convenience, unhappy when con- 
temned, &c. canſt thou be at peace with 
thyſelf, and think thou loveſt thy Lord? 

* n deceire not thyſelf 3 thou 


"> 


nn ee 
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-canſt not love Chriſt and have ſuch a Aiſ 
like for what he does; thou canſt not tray 
love him, and forſake his ways. Pretend 


not, therefore,” to this love, except thou 


canſt ſhew it in yoke life, as well as in thy 


words; except thou canſt give proof of a 


Mor tified and humble heart, and art Ather 
really poor, or poor in ſpirit. 
O jeſus! and are theſe the teffors then 


givelt us from the manger, and exacteſt the 


tice from thy followers! Whoſe diſci- 


ple then have I hitherto been? I ſee little 
in my paſt life, but what has been a contra- 
dickion to this thy example: Exceſlive pride 
and ambition, a love of eaſe and ' conve- 
nience, a diſlike to all manner of ſuffering 
and retirement, with variety of ſuch other 
ingredients, have made up my whole life: 
And yet I have called mylelf a diſciple of 


Chriſt." How great, therefore, has my mi- 
ſery been in this loi and affected blindneſs, 


in following my own perverſe inclinations 
and the corrupt ways of the world, having 


little regard to thee; - my God, and my 
guide! But this, my miſery, ſtill commends 


thy mercy, which has ſpared me till now, 
and not fnatched me away in the midſt 
ef my iniquities: And what then have Ito 


do now, but to adore and bleſs' this thy in- 
Di 825 
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vile — and take the advantage of 


= 2 9 5 1 I ” = 
n eee, . 
— IS - 


ER Ee THI 


ma * — 
a + * A4 OOO 
r 
1 7 on 


. Ts. 


78 
d opportunity de ede rd me 1 8 
eternal good. Pardon me, therefore, 8 


loving Redeemer, for all my paſt follies, 
vanities, and iniquities, in which I have un- 


 worthily departed from thee; I ſee now the 


perverſeneſs of them, and ſincerely acknow- 
tedging my fault, I hope thou wilt not 
den) me mercy, who cameſt into the world 
to ſhew-merecy to ſinners.” Have mercy on 
me, O Jeſus, have mercy on me; and 
having pardoned” my 'manifold tranſgref- 
fions, give me a new ſpirit and doeile heart, 


whereby I may, with due regard, be atten- 


tive to all thou here teacheſt me from the 


erib; and renouncing my o.] corrupt 


ways, and all the miſtaken judgments of 
me world, 1 may take meaſures from "thee 
only, of what I am to forſake or diſeſteent, 
and what to chuſe. Direct me in this, O 
"Jeſus; ; and ſince T have had ſo much ſad ex- 


per ience of my weakneſs, ſtrengthen mes 1 


beſeech thee, by thy grace, againſt 
attempts of ill cuſtom 425 the world; that 
being victorious over all my enemies, 1 may 
12 chuſe rather to follow thee in the ſpirit of 
* Dante , ſelf.denial, and penance, than re- 
"uk . the” wordt in alt the deceltful 
eties of pride, Pieafure, or, elfe. 
7 5 ſatisfactions as theſe are falſe, and 
© betray. the By; into endleſs miſery; 


———— 


abus, than of Chriſt ; there 


"i, 
Fae! 


fruit muſt be death; and rejo th 

is the only ſubſtantial. abs W 

the life of the Welled. ü Winke 
Tel : VI. in 

, thou art in earneſt,, give: new « prof, of. 
it, for thou haſt the opportunity 


thee. it is at this time the world l 


upon thee to join with it in many extra- 


vagancies. It pretends to rejoice indeed, 


for the birth of a Redeemer; but the genes 
ral method of its joy is rl as much 
would 8 a birth. day of... 


| icarce f any 
fort-of exceſs which "has. not the encourage- 


ment of authority and cuſtom 10 give it 
credit... And the cover of. all 1 is, becauſe it 


ie the time of Chriſt's | nativity ;. the angels I 
and ſhepherds, that is, heaven and earth, 
rejoiced at this great ſolemnity; and, why 
It is true, there is great reaſon - _ 
for Chriſtians, to, rejoice, at the yearly, com- * 
'MemenaBon. of ſo great a mercy z but, ft 


] — . uk £ 


it ought; to, be with a chriſtian joy, in giv- 


ing praiſe and adoration; to the Author, of 
thus; mercy 3..Glaria.in excelſit Deo. And if a 
more than aan xelaxa 
lowed, ought, not every thing to be d done 
Vith moderation, decency, inngcence, and 
rt ? ann when: ve, 50 e 


ation be then al- 


e a rt mY life, their: 
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heh they ought to be moſt religious; and 


be of the greatelt bleſſing, ir ouch; to be 
e Chriſtian! A arg 2, Aid, every 
Kea can. poſſibl 7 be diſpleaſing ro him —_ 


whoſe bounty they flow. It. muſt be a cri- 


minal ingratitude to be then moſt wicked, 


n at be taxed for leſs than madneſs, to ce- 
kt rate ihe mercy; of our being Chriſtians 


with the, liberties, of Heathens? And what 
is it elfe, when, at this, above all other 


ümes, we ſee ſuch a gate opened to all 
manner of intemperance, in gluttony, drink: 
ing, revelling, and gaming; and variety of 
di 3 "uſhered in as the natural conſe; 
quence of theſe? Can this be eſteemed 3 


. chriſtian joy, an acknowledgment of ble; 


lings, a thankſgiving for mercies! ? What 
can Atheiſm or Infidelity. defire. more, fc 
the ridiculing the fundamental myſteries 9 


our Geligion f And yet thou art · invited ta 
take part in this; here then let the trial be 
of what thou halt profeſſed; let this deter- 


mine which ſhall command, Chriſt,” or the 


World, in thy ſoul, The world will not be 
wanting in ſuggeſting motives to prevail; it 
will pretend to nothing but, What is mode- 


? 


rate and good, and under this cover, decoy 
thee into all exceſs. But prepare now 
againſt i it, beg grace whereby. to ſtand thy 
ground. 8 thy Redeemer to be wy 


. * 


eee 


e Wege 1 5 U 
be preße dared for fuch àa gueſt.” The 51 and 
aſs offend him not; but if thou haſt any 
beaſt, and brutal paſſion within -thee re- 
member the ſtable is the much better place 
Be conſtant, then, to what thou Ay te- 
ſolved; let the example of St Anaſtaſia, 
that holy virgin and martyr, give thee cou- 


tage, who ſurrendering her life to Chriſt on 


this day, when Chriſt was born for her, 
made in this the beſt return ſhe could for ſo 


great a mercy; and thus has taught thee, a 


martifying leſſon on this day of joy; but it 
was what ſhe learned from him, Who came 
to be a ſacrifice-for her. Beg to be well in- 
ſtructed in this ſchool j offer now thy life to 
- Chriſt at his firſt entrance into the 577 
Haſten in amongſt che firlt; and till be 
hall demand ky life, be ready to fofſake 
for him War he ſhall desen of tbee; 
- ahd if it be what thou canſt not retiounce, 
but with great difficulty and violence to thy- 
ſelf, look on the work he has undertaken, 
and ſee whether thou ought not to bluſh at 
thy awn niceneſs, and be lama of ſerving 
& uffering Lord, no farther than thou can 
do it at thy ite Believe me, niceneſs, ſelf- 


love, and caſe, becotns, not the follower of 


tuch a maſter. 
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ſen by the apoſtles; and the ſerip- 


ture fays he was full of faith and the Holy 


"Ghoſt : Pray that all thoſe who are choſen 
to any church miniſtry, may be men of this 
: AR Fe and er with r l * the 


en A H 1181, 
I" 1 aan een ag the Spi- 
tit of God, directed him in all his diſputes 
with the enemies of his faith: Pray for the 
"fame. heavenly affiſtance, both for thyſelf 
- and all others, as often as charity to chy 
neighbour and duty“ to truth ſhall obligeito 
the e engagements; and remember that 
. patience” and oc nog! beſt” become the 
"advocates of truth. de BRpolit! s 
445 He ſupported the nne cr. is adver- 
+a ies With a 1 onder er ee ages Pray that 
"ap may be a pattern'tothee and all otliers, 
When called to any part of theſe trials. 
4. Hep yed” xr his enemies that ſtoried 
i 3 Pays and endeavour that the like 


— K 


e 


conſtant i in practiſing it in ordinary on ones ; He 


is the ſureſt way of not failing in greater. 
St Stephen having been . by the 
apoſtles one of the firſt deacons, his dili- 
ne: and fidelity to his charge was ex 
ing to the faithful; his power, in 
"great wonders. and. miracles, rende 


eminent to all people, ſo that he became | 
-the. inſtrument. of great converſions ; 51. che 8 
number of diſciples multiplying very en. 


hderghlp-3 An; Jeruſalem, and a great num M 
zof, the prieſts becoming obedient” to th 


4. 


:thould; prove ineffe 


a diſciple's zeal; and as terrible a one of 


blind and obſtinate paſſion. 
n Whoever Acker to be Chriſt's dicei⸗ 


ple, Whether in the quality of prick, deacon, 
or laick, muſt expect oppoſition; Happy 
they, who by their zealous labours, or edi- 
tying: wan themſelves D families. 
D*'vj 


e BY 
faith: This zeal of his, thus happy. i info. WM 
plentiful a harveſt of ſouls, gave ail ſtür⸗ 
bance to the enemies of his faith, and ex- 
eiting their envy, put them upon unar- 
\zantable- reſolutions, /; of obliging him to 
Hilence by their falſe reaſoning; and if this 
Eual: of accompliſhing ; 
their deſigns, by falſe accuſations and ma- 
lice, Here is à comfortable example of 
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give 0 to ann to be jealous of 
them, and put them upon malicious con- 
trivances of leſſening their fame to the 
world, for preventing the fruit of their good 
example. Such as theſe are the ſweet ſa- 
vour of Chriſt; their piety, labours, and 
juſtice, aſcend like incenſe before him; 
hey are bleſſed i in what. they do, and more 
bleſſed Mill in what they ſuffer, being in 
both parts the true followers of their Maſter, 
whoſe character is compriſed in theſe few 
words, of doing good to all, and ſuffering 
evil from all. But as for there, who, hav 
ing undertaken. the: ſame charge, are either. 
fa remiſs. in all. duties, or ſo unedifying and 
difarderly. in the method of their lives, as to 
give but too frequent opportunity to adverſaries. 
| of expoſing them and their church under very: 
diſadvantageaus characters, \ without putting 
hem to the neceſſity of framing untruths ; ſuch 
as theſe are very unhappy as 10 themſelves, it 
departing from the life of Chriſt, and renoun- 


ting, in fact, whatever religion they profeſs, 
i? are. very unnatural members. of their 


church; . who, by tbeir irregularities and 
wickedneſs, . become like vipers,. gnatoing out 
of 23 . bowels. of their mother; and more 
- {cruel Bill zo their own brethren, in conueying 
Foßſen o their ſouls for the ſatisfying . their 

9WN. criminal Pen T, 1 are _ who | 


£9922, 
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abuſe whatever light bey have; And not. ful. 
: lowing the dlictates of their religion, aeg 


for their ſalvation," will find no other effects in 


_ this contemned moreys than in” Their e 
condemnation. © 


Lnfoenobutovert thei chatch . Bi 
from the inventions and malicious caluninies 0; 


. 


unbelicving adverſaries, all this ¶ lool upon as 5 


the inberitance Chriſt has left it, the bleſſing 
of ſuffering innocence; ſuch as has not only 22 


4 —_—_— en =_ to come, hut a plentiful 
uit here too: 


fuſftice uſed againſt St Stephen; %% I qree/tion 


not, but the diſcovery of all ſuch unjuftifiable 


practices againſt Chriſt's chureh ſerve as a 
light, which directs great numbers into it, and 
is at the ſame time a proof of its being Chriſt's. 
But ꝛuhen I hear of weighty and infamous 
2 advanced againſt the church, and 

the occaſton given by the real crimes of its 
members or Governors, by their ambition, pride, 
covetouſngſs, luxury, &c. (though there be 4 
notorious injuſtice in charging ber with Dy 
crimes of her members, yet ) I cannot but pity 
and reproach all *hoſe who are thus wnhap 


in putting ſtenes into the hands of her 5 : 
10 fing at her, it being they them/etves,\ mare 
than her enemies, that ftone_ her; and the 
more eminent degree they bold in the churth, Y 


or ' as St Paul's converfion 
was the effect of the ſubornalion and in- 


11 eruel fall 20 their own brethren, in 


give occaſion to en to be jealous of 
them, and put them upon malicious con- 
trivances of leſſening their fame to the 
world, for preventing the fruit of their good 
example. Such as theſe are the ſweet ſa- 
Your- of Chriſt; their piety, labours, and 
juſtice, aſcend like incenſe before him; 
hey are bleſſed in what they do, and more 
bleſſed ſtill in what they ſuffer, being in 
both parts the true followers of their Maſter, 
whoſe character is compriſed in theſe few 
words, of doing good to all, and ſuffering 
evil from all. But as far others, who, ha- 
ing undertaken ibe ane charge, are either. 
ſa remiſt in all duties, or fo wnedifying and 
diſorderiy in the method. tbeir lives, us to 
eEive but too frequent opportunity to adverſaries. 
F expoſing them and. their church under very: 
diſadvantageous characters, ꝛvithout pu 
em to the necęſſity of framing. untruths; ; fuch 
as theſe are very unhappy as 0 themſelves, in 
departing from Ve tife of Chriſt, and. renouns 
ting, in fact, whatever religion they profeſs, 
and are. very unnatural members of their 
church; . who, by tbeir irregularities. end 
5  paickedneſs, became like- viperc,.. gna gnawing out 
_ the very bowels... of their mother; and more 
conveying 
Poiſon. to their ſouls for the. ſatisfying . their 
own criminal YH, \Theſe are * who 


Dun is. 


0 tobute ber light they baue; bad not fol. 
| lowing the dlictates — religion, 'defigned 
bo their ſalvation; will find no other Nelke in 
this contemned ee thaw in” hel | vue 
condemnation. | 1 
For ohatever the chabeh: of Ob ip 1 Vi 
from the inventions and malicious calumnits We - 
unbelieving adverſaries, all this I look upon as 
the inheritance Chriſt has left it, the bleſſmg 
of ſuffering innocence ; ſuch as Bal not only re. 


compenſe in the Jr ni to come, but a Arie 
fruit here too: For as St Paul's | 


was the effect f the ſubornation and in- 

juſtice uſed againſt St Stephen; % T qrue/tion 

noty but the diſcovery of all ſuch a ele l 

practices againſt Chriſt's church" ſerve a a 

light, which directs great numbers into is, and 

it at the fame time a proof of its being Chrif?s. 

Bur when I hear & weighty and infamous 

2 advanced againſt the churth, and 

the occaſion given by the real crime of its i 

members or Governors, by their ambition, pride; il 

covetouſngſs, ' luxury, c. "(though there be 4 50 

notorious injuſtice in charging her with the 

crimes of her members, yet ) I cannot but pity 

and reproach all thoſe 5 are thus wnhappys 
in putting /tenes into the hands of her ene mis 

to: — at her, it being they them/elves, mare Wt 

than Her enemies, that pry ber; and ibe 1 

more emfnent Pouy they bold in the — . 
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the Nerve obey! art "infirumental in this un- 


natural crueliyi. The violener and: fury ef 


thoſe blind Jews, oho this day lifted up therr 
hands againſt St Stephen, is hut a weak ro- 


ſemblance of their crime ; and I coiſp, on this | 


Feſtival, while they pretend. to honour. this 
martyr,” they might have grace to fee" what 
part they libs Patel big malle, and more 
my to amend. nursd- 14 394 

St Stephen, bung brought by falle accuſu- 
alot: before the tribunal, with great cou- 


. rage and liberty of ſpirit, gave an account 


of his faith; but the evidence of miracles 
or reaſon could not ſatisfy them, who thirſt᷑. 
ed not for truth, but for his blood: And 
therefore ater. themſelves hitherto: difap- 
pointed, they hurry him with violence aut 
of Feruſalent, and there diſcharge their 
-malice againſt him, in ſtoning him to death. 
And as a little. before his execution, he had 
the comfort of ſeeing heaven open before 
him, and ſeſus ſtanding at the right. Hand 
of his father; ſo now he gives proof of be- 
ing his diſciple, in praying Kit thoſe that 
ſtoned him; they had malice in their hearts, 


and he perfect charity in his; they threw 


ſtones and death at him, he ſent up prayer 
to heaven for them; he kneeled down, and 


eried with a loud voice, Lord, 850 not 22 80 Jon 


to their A and ſo expired, - 
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Derember 6. 87 0 


n{Fhid: was the wonderful chatity . this. 
firſt martyr: It is this the wr er hee 8 for 
in the collect of this feſtival, and ought.co 
be the ſubject of every one's prayer in par- 
ticular. here are very great diffieulties 
15 in che practice of this Goſpel charity; and 
in ſome, through their natural conſtitution, 
they are much greater than in others; and 
yet it being indiſpenſible in all, there can 
be no juſt excuſe for thoſe who have it not; 


whatever the difficulties: be, they muſt be 


overcome. Jo die without it, is to die un- 
prepared; the fulneſs of faith, and of all 
aither good works, will profit nothing, if 
this charity be wanting; and it — 
very difficult a leſſon, how can thoſe, with 

any reaſonable grounds, hope to practiſe it 
at their deaths, who neglect the practice of 
it all their lives? Long habits, without a 
miraculous | grace, cannot be overcome at 
once: And — the ſeemingly; -fincere 
endeavours of a death-bed , repentance may 
give ſome comfort to-ſurviving friends, yet 


there is ſtill too much reaſon to fear, thoſe 5 


paſſions, to which the ſoul has been a 

time accuſtomed, are not then ſo effectually 

renounced as they ought to be, for the ſe- 
curity of that laſt hour, And therefore, 
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Correſp 


At them, with his patience and charity, bur 


Cantukewlty of | injuries, "diſlikes; and dver- 
| Roo who permit them to gain ſtrength 
and take root, omit, on this ſcore; alt uſual 
e and civilities; catch at all 
opportunities of leſſening and expoſing the 
parties concerned; ſeek to return evil for 

evil rejoice in cheir misfortunes; and will 
not move a finger, or ſend up one prayer for 
their comfort and relief, S. All theſe, 1 
ſay, I look on as evil Chriſtians, who live 
without charity, and are in evident danger 

of dying fo. Theſe have not learnt St Ste- 
pben's leſſon, in receiving the ſtones thrown. 


ſtill endeavour to throw them back again, 
with the paſſion of that hand with Which 
* they were caſt at them: And truly, confider- | 
ing the great number of Chriſtians, that 
thus, in rendering evil for- evil, are 
ing ſtones at one another, it is to be feared 
fo many loſe the patronage of Jeſus, who 
thus unduly undertake to vindicate them- 
ſelves ; and that in refuſing to leave their 
cauſe to him, they will never have the pri- 
vilege of ſeeing him at the right-hand of 
his father, except by a timely repentance, 
they renounce this method, and endedvour 
to live here by the ſame ſpirit; by which 
they 15 to live for ever; atid what . this 


3 


but the ſpirit qi charity; chat ſpirit, which he 


las ſo earneſtiy recommended to his diſciples 


| brin — them after him to the poſſeſſion of-a > 
better life, in which it was to be conſum· 
mated by a perfect union of their ſoul wick 
before thy God this day; acknowl dge 
thy paſt tranſgreſſions in the breach of 
rity, and leave not thy prayers till thou haſt 
obtained a new ſpirit by which thou mayeſt 
ever live in peace with all, forgiving all in- 
juries, as thou deſireſt thyſelf to be forgiven: 
Beg this ſpirit of Jeſus, and deſire this mar- 
tyr 10 join with the, for the obtaining what. 
tho aſkeſt on this day, wherein he ſthewed 
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4. L. one of the four Evangeliſts: Pray 
for all biſhops of Chriſt's churcli, who are 
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who undertake to preach the Goſpel; pray 
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of 89 


I was 3p apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, and: 4. 


the ſucceſſors of the apoſtles; pray for all 
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rectedi by the ſame ſpirit by which it was 
written; and remember to beg the aſſiſtance 
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Py 
* 
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N e 
for all that readvit; that they may. dend 


of this ſpirit, as often as thou takeſt that 
facred volume into thy hands to read: Ba 
that this may be the rule of thy lifeeGQ 
2. He was the beloved-diſaiple of Chriſt: 
Fray that thou mayeſt have a ſhare in the 
love of Jeſus: And ſee there be nothing in 
thy heart which way render thee. unworthy 
og his love. 


„or the love of our brethren ;- every page 
2 full of this: Pray for the obtain {this 
virtue, and endeavour thus to practiſe it. 


4. He ſuffered for the ſake of Chriſt; 


was caſt into a veſſel of bailing. oil, as is re- 


lated by Tertullian, and being miraculouſly 


preſerved, came forth without hurt: He 
was after wards ſent into baniſhment; and 
chere had the privilege, of thoſe prophetic 
viſions ſet down in the Revelations: Pray 
for all that ſuffer under whatever affliction, 
that they may be fuppertcd, with Heazebly 
:zcomforts. 8 


8 5 


lt was the happy privilege. of St Joby to 
be the. beloved apoſtle of Chriſt, who being 


truth and juſtice itſelf, could not miſplace 
any affection; and cherefore loved nothing 
in rg but what juſtly deſerved his Jove. 


3. His epiſtles beenden nothing but he- 


VV... oath, 2 PR 


bk 
— 


| 
. ® on a0 © 


poſition of this apoſtle, ſo as to hope for a 
part in the love of their — This 
cannot be in the leaſt expected from him 
that is the eternal truth, except there be 


ſuch las is pure in his ſight? This was the 
diſpoſition of this apoſtle; who being called 
to this dignity in his youthful years, at an 


ſuffering, 


December 2 27. 


esp pn would all thoſe Cl 


ly endeavour to put their ſouls in the diſ- 


ſuch qualifications in the ſoul, which render 
it ſincerely good. Shows of devotion, and 
an exterior piety, are ſufficient to gain the 


opinion of men, and make ſuch perſons be 
reputed the beloved of Chriſt; but how _ 


little to the purpoſe are all theſe in regard 


of him, who is the ſearcher of hearts, if 


they proceed not from a faithful 


age moſt ky all expoſed to the vanities and 
flatteries of this gr ph and moſt averſe: to 


Mood out, however, FT 
apainſt all kind of charms and terrors, con- 


tinued faithful to his maſter under all trials, 
with the conſtancy of more experienced 


years; and thus giving proof of a heart 


open to nothing but the love of Chriſt, was 


therefore above all beloved by him. Such 
oughtito be the hearts of thoſe, who expect 


this m_ to partake with this apoſtle-in the 
their Divine Maſter ; They have a 


r be, | 
who, honouring this feſtival, would ſincere- 
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: St Jo 


perfect emblem of the ſtate, in which their 
ſouls! ought to be, in that favour ſhewed to 
St John at the laſt ſupper, when he reſted 
on the breaſt of Chriſt; they who can bring 
their hearts like him to reſt on Jeſus, may 
juſtly” hope for the love of Jeſus: They 
who, amidſt the many diſtractions of this 


world, can make Jeſus the center of their 


comfort; can have no reaſon to doubt or 


inheriting with him this bleſſing. This 


happy diſpoſition cannot be expected, till 
they have overcome the world, and obtained 


chat conſtancy of mind, as not to be prevail- 
ed on, either by its pleaſing ſolicitations, or 


its moſt terrifying objects, to be diver- 


ted from this reſting- place, which Chriſt of- 
* fers to every devout foul Here is che taſk 


every one has upon his hands, this the 


condition for obtaining this Chriſtian poſt, 
and is ſuch as cannot be complied with, but 
with great difficulties: For though we have 


permitted us in this life, the uſe of creatures; 
and, in all conditions, there is not- wanting 


variety of /pleating objects, whether as to 


poſſeſſions, children, company, c. or as 


Bt » what belongs to eating, drinking, cloath- 


/- diverſion, entertainments, Mc. which, 
— their natural agrerableneſs, are ever 
courting” the ſenſes and the mind; though 


all theſe are allowed in their due degree, 


2 Kd ye Am A. cc => 4 


oy mp 69 of 


and the being — Vith them cannot be 
ſeparated) from that uſe which is permitted 3 
yet to love them is dangerous, and puts 


ſtead of Chriſt; which hazard is ever greats 


er in proportion to that degree, to which 
this love ariſes: A nice point; to uſe and 


enjoy creatures and the goods of this life, 
and yet not to love them, at leaſt, not to 


which we ought to have in Chriſt: And 
yet thus it ought to be, becauſe we are not 
to tranſgreſs the eternal decrees of God 
who, having given all creatures for our uſe 
and convenience, allows us not to give our 
hearts to O_o but has ae theſe lor 
himſelf. 

There i is o leſs: enen on the chow 
ſides: as to things that diſpleaſe us: For 
though we are here in this life expoſed to. 
variety of neceſſities, though we ſee our+ 
ſelves deſtitute of all human comfort; 


2 


though there be a ſucceſſion of evils attend- 
ing our whole lives; yet it is not allowed 
us, under the oppreſſion of the moſt weighty 


eee be 


Chriſt, but in his breaſt we are ever to re- 
poſe. Theſe are the conditions for obtain- 


* 


|| the foul in hazard of reſting on them in- 


love ſo as to prejudice that love and reſt 


though we ſuffer loſs of goods and friends, 
though we ſee the world armed againſt us; 


afflictions, to Ble our comfort and reſt in 
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A eee 60 :fos, hard enough to our 
corrupt nature, and yet not to be diſpenſed 
With. And now, while all pretend to this 
love, how few are ſolicitous to put them- 
ſelves in the diſpoſitions of being capable 
of it? Only thoſe, who keep that guard up- 
on their hearts, as not to admit of any ſuch 
-exceſs;/ in regard of things that either pleaſe 
or diſpleaſe them, as to let love or fear, con- 
tent or trouble, take them from the breaſt 
of their Redeemer; for they are only theſe, 
ho can be eſteemed ſo to live in this 
world, as not to be ſlaves to it; ſo to con- 
bees ich creatures, as not to let them take 
place of God. And now, if the breaſtsvof 
all were to be this day laid open, is it not 
to be feared there would be very few'whoſe 
hearts would be found thus reſting in Jeſus ? 
Have we not reaſon to%ptabhend; In the 
greateſt numbers, there would be diſcover- 
ed ſuch exceſs of paſſion, that either through. 
the fondneſs of what they: love; or the diſ- 
turbance of what gives them trouble, they 
are ſo wholly taken up with ereatures, that 
they are at a great diſtanee removed from 
- God? Here is our common weakneſs; we 
are placed in this world, for the gaining a 
better; we have the uſe &? all creatures al- 
- Jowed us, as far as they may be a help to us 
on our way, and we generally let the con- 


coneern of beten in . oriother, ſo 2 


ſeize, our hearts, that either the: enjoyment 


or want of them leaves but little place for 


the love of our eternal good; ſo 9 what 


by the divine appointment are deſigned for 
our help or our exerciſe, by an exceſs of 


* e we wholly pervert into the occaſions 
of. ſin, and make. them ſerve as the inſtru- 


ments of our excluſion from the ſi ght of 


God. It is the remedy of this N we 
are to pray for this day, that no concern for 
what is created, may take place of our Cre- 


ator : God is to be the principal object of 
our love; other things are only to be loved 


for him, or in him; and whenever any af. 


fection, though of things moſt innocent and 
lawful, ariſes to that degree, as to take off 


our concern from God and his command - 
ments, ſo that in them we begin to place 
our happineſs and reſt, there is no queſtion, 
but all ſuch love is injuribus to our greater 

intereſt, and. fuch- cannot truly. lay, They 
reſt in Chriſt... God likewiſe is to be the 
principal object of our fear; and whenever, 

for the want or loſs of any thing created, 
we indulge our trouble ſo far, as to remove 
all fear, of loſing God, all ſuch trouble is 
certainly immoderate and ſinful; and can- 


not be permitted, but by forſaking the reſt - 4 


ing-place qa this apoſtle. How very * 
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. © they experience to enflame or 

Playing with theſe, is jeſting with eternity; 
to give way to them, upon a confidence of 
keeping them within bounds, is to let looſe 


—— —— to 
1 


ht Chriſtine to be of theſe grow- 
ions, carefully eng whatever 


the lions and bears, and the effect of a 


blind preſumption; and therefore to pray 


for the love of Jeſus, and not to labour in 
cutting off the occaſions of theſe paſſions, 


come to him. This abſurdity becomes not 


thoſe who are ſerious in their profeſſion ; 
and (conſidering the great infincerity of our 
temper, and the many ſubtilties of our falſe 


reaſoning, by which we are too apt to fa- 
your our inclinations) requires a very nice 


examen for its remedy or prevention. It is 
fomething, ſurpriſing to conſider into how 


many dangerous ſnares, pious and. well- 
meaning fouls unadviſedly fall for want of 
this care; whilſt,” by giving way to the in- 


nocent part (as they reckon it) of theſe paſ- 


ſions, they are inſenſibly engaged in ſuch fa- 


miliarities and affections, or in ſuch exceſs 


of trouble, diſlike or averſion, that if their 


hearts were laid open, it is to be feared 


there would be found very little of thoſe 
holy diſpoſitions, they Went to honour in 


| this « cant 


This 


eed them? 


\ « 


to run from Jeſus, and pray they may 


Holy Innocents, December 28. 
I This we. confels. to be 
Blefſed Bed deemer, 


powerful grace for the 
miſchiefs: Teach us 2 PTE: 0 to regu- 
late all our affectians, t either the 
love of what we here Felt, or the traps 
ble for what we want, may ever, ariſe to 
wn ſuch exceſs, as to ſcparate us from 
Teach us to be vigilant, and, if, in 

this point; and though we have the flat- 
teries of creatures, to invite us, or the 
proſpet of racks, to terrify us; vet 


0 
Ky ng. "ts 


merci ifully ſupport us, by th grace, that 

neither the love or fear of ANY « thing 

created may ever force us from thy.brealt.; - 

py deſtroying that love MG AE: bound ta 
lave for thee., "viſe 
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4 Pista were e the firſt — ** of Jeſus 
* Chriſt; Offer thyſelf a ſacrifice to 

: im, Who was born to become a: ſacrifice 


for the:, If thy life be not in F 
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$8 Hh Innocants, 


frem the cruelty of enemies, be thou thy 
own ſpiritual executioner, in dying to al 
that is contrary to the law of God; 
thus wilt thou become the victim of 


__ Chaiſt; and this thou art to pray for this 
da 1 ; 
. in theſe thou ſeeſt the fury of their 

enemies to be the means of making them 

eternally happy: Pray thou mayeſt make 
this good uſe of whatever thou ſuffereſt. 

And remember ſuffering, joined with 

innocence, to be the way of the golpel, | 


and of Chriſt, and ſuch as leads to glory. 


.. Theſe. were cut off in the ſtate of 
innocence: A day proper for all. parents 


to pray for their children, that God 


would preſerve. them in their innocence, 
and. We take them out of, this world, 
in that ſtate of ſecurity, than} permit 


them to grow up, if he foreſees they will 


take to evil ways, and be rebels againſt 
him. 


In theſe firſt — of Chriſt, who 
were, murdered by Hercd, the church 


| honours perſecuted and oppreſſed inno- 
cence, gives thanks for their glory, and 


teaches all the faithful, that whatever 
malice God permits the wicked to exerciſe 


againſt the juſt, it is for the good of thoſe 


that ſuffer it: So that to wonder at the 


— * 


muſſerings 66 the git | 


too weak reaſoning, fach 3 as ; comprehends 


not the conduct of God; when, v 


often, there is no other reaſon why 


he permits them to ſuffer, but becauſſe 
they are innocent. This conſidera- 


tion ought to moderate in chriſtians all 
exceſs of grief and diſquiet, When they 
are under any kind of affliction; for as 
the malice of perſecutors has been the 
advantage of the martyrs; and had they 
fuffered leſs, they had been leſs glorious; 


ſo every occaſion of trouble, if ſabmitted 2 


to with patience, may be as the ſeed of 


glory; not the ſcourge of anger, but the 
mercy of a loving father, deſigning, by 


ſuch ſteps, to exerciſe and perfect his 
children, for the obtaining an eternal 


reſt. This is a leſſon theſe ſuffering 
iascentt give to all chriſtians; and an 


encouragement to wait with patience, 


under all the appointments of God, in 
hopes of the recompence he has promiſed. 
But theſe murdered innocents give à 
more particular inſtruction to all parents; 
that while they deteſt this barbarous fact 


in Herod, they would be careful to ſecure 
their children againſt his cruelty, which 


they are too often expoſed to; not from 
Herod's hand, but by their provn x 
E y 
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= Hal, lane 
Hierodi toathels ae ee * letting 
them fall a. ſacrifice not to their crueſty, 
but to their moſt unnatural careleſneſs and 
neglect. This happens more ways than 
one; the ſirſt and more ordinary is, that 
of laying them in the ſame bed, with them, - 
or with; their nurſes; where every night, 
for many months, they are in danger of 
being murdered, by being over-laid. This 
danger is ſo great that whatever tender- 
neis or love the parents have, it can be 
no ſecurity, againſt it, where every little 
accident is ſuflicient to flifle and 3 them, 
of their breath, as effectually as the rip: 
| ping up their bowels. with the execution- 
er's 3 And though the great num- 
bers of thoſe, who are thus expoſed, and 
yet happily eſcape all ſuch accidents, give 
a certain confidence to ſome to venture 
it, and 1s. ſufficient to perſuade others, 
there is no ſuch hazard to be apprehended ; 
yet whoever examines the bills of morta- 
lity, and ſees there is ſcarce a week, in 
which there are not ſome 5. >a thus 
S murdered in the town of Lan- 
don; and no year in which the number 
ariſes not to ſeveral hundreds, may in 
this find a demonſtration of the danger, 
- ſufficient to terrify all thoſe parents, who 
have any bowels or ale to underſtand, 


4 


, 
ho 


_vidmg 
Her priefts, after the adminiſtration of this 
facrament, to give this charge to the 
parents, that they permit not the infant 
to be laid in bed with them, or with the 


d, 


. aaa: 29. 


that thong the für ater number eſcapes, 
ver the conſtant periihing, of ſo maby 
Fey, y, is) enough for this ching, to be 


uſtly eſteemed dangerous. Thus it is 


reputed by the church of God, who no 
fooner becomes the mother of children, 


by bringing them forth to Chriſt in bap- 
tiſtu, but he expreſſes her juſt care and 
tendernets of them, by her Gatonatts pro- 
againſt this miſchief, requiring of 


nurfe, becauſe of che danger of its being 


dver - laid. Tis plain then; the apprehends 
i dangerous,” and therefore thoſe parents, 
who having no regard to this caution, do 
 etherwiſe than the: directs, are, in this, 


undurifut to their common mother, raſſily 


expoſe their children to danger; and if 
the mifchief happens, of Which they have 
been thus ſolemnly fore warned, Who can 


excuſe them from the gullt vf Heros 


cruelty, in becoming the murderers of 
their own children; for as many as thus 
perith, by rhis unnatural neglect, o an 


u. there are? uns 
A ſecond way is, that of mothers ls 


ting their children out to fuck at a iran. 
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—_ -- Holy Innicent deems, 


ger's breaſt, which, as often as it is done 
without neceflity, is unnatural; and 
therefore ſeverely reproved by the Fathers 
and all antiquity: It is likewiſe an evident 
expoſing of their lives, by leaving them, 
in ſuch hands, who are generally wanting 
in that love and care which is neceffary 
for their preſervation. They, who know 
bow great this care onght to be, cannot 
reaſonably expect it from ſtrangers, who 
having generally no other motive for what 
they do, than the pay of ſo much a week, 
cannot be ſuppoſed, upon this conſidera- 
tion, to act with all that fidelity and 
watch fulneſs which thoſe tender twigs 
require; and which can only be the effect of 
that great love with which nature inſpires 
mothers, in regard of their children: For 
if mothers, notwithſtanding this exceſſive 
love, are not willing to undertake this 
troubleſome charge, how are they like to 
perform it, who have not this love, and 
undertake it only for money ? Therefore 
we find Sarah, Ann, the mother of the 
Machabees, Mary, and other holy women, 
bringing vp their ehildren at their own 
breaſts; and the Scripture ſcarce affords 
one inſtance of a mother putting out her 
ebild to a ſtranger. Hence S8. Ambroſe 
explicating thoſe words of Genęſis, c. xxt | 


December 2 8. a 


Mo vill tell Abraham that. Sarah gi ves #4 
child fuck ?. Says, 'Tis a place of inſtruc- 
tion; and women are here called upon 
©. to remember their dignity, and give 
fuck to their children. For. this is the 

grace of mothers, this is their honour, 


© by. which they make their children 8 


< dear to their huſbands.” Hence S. 
Gregory, anſwering. to the queſtions pro: 
poſed to him, from England, by S. Au- 
guſtine, Biſhop of Canterbury, ſays, © Tis 
* an ill cuſtom, crept in amongſt mar- 
ried, perſons, .. that mothers refuſe tc 

give their own children ſuck, an 


women: Which, ſeems. to proceed 
from no other cauſe but that of in- 
continency; they will not bridle their 


>. „„ 


be nurſes to their on children, Now 


how can parents ſatisfy their charge, wha; 


on ſuch conſiderations, turn their poor 
infants ont of doors, to all thoſe inconve- 
niencies and hazards they muſt meet with, 
from the unſkilfulneſs, ill-nature, cruelty, 
or careleſneſs of a, ftranger” s hand? Ane 


though we cannot give here a demonſtras 


tion, as above, how extenlive this miſchieß 
is; yet making a judgment of all, from 
the proportion of what. we 0 there i is 

iv 


put them out to be nurſed by other 


. carnal. paſhon, =O therefore refuſe. to 
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104 Holy TN; 


reaſon. enough to fear, that the number of 
children 'who perith,' through the fault of 
nurſes, is not inferior to that of any other 
diſeafe, which has place in the bills of mor- 
tanty: And then if we add all thoſe who 
eſcaping death, are by the ſame neglect, 
diſabled, lamed, blinded, and unhappily 
brought! into infirmities and diſeaſes, which 
laſt alt their lives, there will be demonſtra- 
tion enough to conclude, that this method 
of expoling children is very dangerous, 
and ſuch as cannot well be exempted from 
partaking in the guilt of Herod's cruelty. | 
A third way, though not ſo general, is 
occaſioned by the exceſſiye fondnefs of 
parents, who ever complymg with their 
childrens inclinations, | lofe, by degrees, 
their authority over them and by the ſame 
Reps, make them inſeriſible of any duty 
they have to be commanded. Thus it 
comes in a ſhort time they are to be denied 
nothing, and parents have it not in 5 
power to deny them, for fear ot 
chem diſquiet, or alienating their Winch 
from them. Now who can tell me into 
how many diſtempers children are brought 
vy this yielding method, when defirin 
any things that are hurtful, both as tc 
ehtitty;:rinkivg, Sc. they mult not be 
denied? Hence what furfeits, what beats, 


what colds, and how many 


of theſe diſorders? And to whom muſt 


en phyſic comes to be neceſſary they 


have a diſlike to it; they are unwilling: to 


take it; and who fhall now prevail on them, 


who Tue not what it is to be contradicted. 
or commanded ! The adminiſtration there» 


fore of it muſt either be wholly omitted, in 


compliance with them, or elſe it muſt be 
given by force, which puts them into that 
diſturbance, as to inflame the diſtemper, 
or render the remedy ineffectual: And it is 
not to be imagined, as T have been ia form- 
ed, by khoſe who have ſeen the ſad ex- 
perience, how many periſh, through this 
Hl management; who otherwiſe, in all pros 
dability might have had relief. Thus 
parents fondneſs proves Herod's cruelty, in 
bringing diſtempers and death to the: am 


dren of their own bowels. 


The laſt way, I hall here take noticbaky = 
proceeds ant the ſame root, but is till 
more cruel, and that 1 15, of thoſe parents, 
whoſe children, notwithſtanding all their 


indiſereet conduct, eſcape with life, but are 


educated in fuch an unchriſtian way, that 
by the parents fault, they are 3 ; 


o 


X 4 27 e <4 


* ng 
diſeaſes, which are but the conſequences 


all thefe be laid? The. miſchief 18 ſtill as 
4 eat in the method of their cures. For 
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anpaſec; to - the 8 os; lens everlaſt- 
ingly. To this danger many are brought 
by being deprived of due education and 
inſtruction: Their parents cannot think 
of parting with them at thoſe years, when 
their ſouls are beſt capable of receiving good 
_ ampreſlions; and principles of piety, diſcip- 
line, and good order; hence, loſing the 
apportunity, they grow ſup in 3gnorance, 
obſlinacy, and ſelf-· conceit; and little maſ- 
ter, in a few years, becomes an imperious 
block-head: And who then ſhall under- 
take to be his maſter, when having never 
been accuſtomed to direction, he now ſees 
ſo little of himſelf, as to know of none he 
wants; or if he knows it, has not now pa- 
tience or humility enough to bear it? 
Thus qualified, he ſteps out a man into the 
* ſitted through his wretched educa- 
tion, for all its follies and vices; but wholly 
unprovided of thoſe. neceſſary difpofitiuns 
for the making any kind of tolerable de- 
fence againſt « Gar It is thus fond parents. 
ſend their children, naked and difarmed, 
into the heat of battle; here they fall, and 
who muſt anſwer it? lis the Parents, 
are Herods, and by their hands they fall. 
And from this guilt none of thoſe pa- 
rents, can be exempt, who obſerving any 
= lence of paſſion or ill cuſtom in cheir 
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children, ſuch as their age is capable of, 


take no care to correct it: Neither can they 
be excuſed, who are ſo immoderately in- 


dulgent, as to favour them in all their 
humours and deſires, who will fee no faule 


in them themſelves, and ſhew their diſ- 
pleaſure at all thoſe, who would williagly. 


do this friendly part to them. For all this 


kind of fondnefs is a miſtaken love, and 


nothing leſs than cruelty; being the direct 


way to bring their children, by degrees, 
into all thoſe misfortunes of pride, obſti- 
nacy, paſſion, ſelf- love, Sc. which after- 
wards, when grown up, and ſtrengthened, 
muſt coſt them infinite labour to overcome, 
and if not overcome, will prove their ruin, 
by leading them into all vice, for theſe are 
the natural ſteps to it. Thoſe parents there- 


fore, who are thus indiſcreetly tender of. 


their children, are almoſt in as great danger 
of being Herods to them, as thoſe who are 
in the other extreme, and wholly neglect 
them; the ſame miſchiefs being the natu- 
ral conſequence of both extremes: Where- 
fore, I muſt needs own, as their obligation, 


is great, fo the taſk is very difficult, which 
parents have upon their hands; ſuch as 


requires the particular aſſiſtance of God for 
their direction and help; and which I hope 
they will beg this day, and * it the: 
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108 St. T, homas of Canterbury. | 


| be a very ſeaſonable charity in all others to 


tainiag that grace, ſo abſolutely neceſſary 
ſor them; that as many as they bring into 


to nee a 


85. Tho mas of cue, Dec. 7Y 
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Heb. v. . Pa Jo. xX. It, 16. 


1. TE. was Arch-Biſhop of Canterdings 
Pray for all the Biſhops of Chriſt's 


and piety anſwerable to their charge. 


where he lived a great example of all vir- 
tue; neither could the ſuffering of his re- 
Jations, or any conſiderations of fleſh and 


of what he looked upon as his duty, for 


Hke good uſe of all kind of ſuffering: Pray 
for conſtancy in all thy duties, and that 
no human reſpe cts may ever prevail on 
thee to do an injury to thy conſcience, | 88 


-+ 


8 


ſuhject of their daily prayers 3 and it will N 
john, with them for the more effectual ob- 


this world, they N ann. Wen rds for en 


each, that they may have a true zeal 


2. He was ſgrced into baniſhment, . 


blood, move him to yield, in the leaſt point, 


their relief: Pray thou mayeſt make the 


r / m ans oa ee in 
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. Ada 2 onto ſhepherd he gave kis life 
for his ſheep, being barbarouſty murdered 
in his on cathedral, at Veſpers. Pray, 
that all prelates and paſtors may largely 
partake of this Apoſtolic fpitit, in giving 
their ſtudy and care, their labours and whole 
life, for their flock ; that living in a perpe- 

tual renunciation of private intereſt, ſatis- 
faction, and eaſe, for their good, they ma 


be thus prepared for the ſame to ſurrender 
eir lives. | 


Y 


The principal occifion of this projate's 
ſufferings, was the oppoſition made againft 
his prince, by refuſing to ſubſcribe to ſuch 
laws, which he judged injurious to the 
church; and ſuch as he knew not how to 
approve, without betraying that truſt re- 
poſed him, as ſapreme paſtor of it in this 
nation. This drew upon him the anger 
of his king, and forefeeing the miſchiefs 
that were * to enſue, he choſe a. volun- 
tary haniſhment and retired; eſteeming it 
more becoming his character, to expoſe 
himſelf to all the inconveniences and 
hazards of ſuch a retirement, and his king's 
diſpleaſure, than comply with what he 
thought unjuſt. His conſtancy, reſolu« 
tion; and courage, are to be admired; and 
leave an inſtruction, not only to 0 
but to all others of whatever degree, to 
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| 110 St. Thomas of Caiterbury, 


enter into the ſerious conſideration of what- 


ever charge they undertake; and being 
convinced of the abſolute obligations be- 
longing to it, to be faithful in the diſcharge 


of them, without ever letting either the 
apprehenſion of others diſpleaſure, or the 


eonſider ation of their own intereſt or caſe, 
prevail on them to be falſe to their truſt. 


| This is the duty of juſtice, and whatever 


a chriſtian ſuffers on this ſcore, is ſuffering: 
for juſtice ſake, ſuch as the goſpel enjoings 


and encourages with the promiſe of an 
everlaſting reward. It ts here- then every 


cbriſtian has the opportunity, without the 
eruelty of a tyrant, or perſecutor, of living 
and dying a Martyr; and it is the want of 


this courage and fidelity, which cuts them 


off from all hopes of a crown. And though 


ſuch as are in the higheſt poſts have the 
more difficult trials; yet trials are not 
wanting, in every degree, which {till bear- 


ing a proportion to their ſtate, muſt be 
eſteemed difficult too. For there is no 

condition of human life, which has not 
certain rules and limits for its direction, 
ſuch as duty and {juſtice preſcribe, and 
which entitle the obfervers to the character 

of juſt. Sovereign princes have theſe rules 
in regard to the welfare of their peopie; 


popes, biſhops, prieſts, and: religious have 


- 


| 
7 
5 


rules and limite admit, according 
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theſe rules reſpectively to their charge; ſo Hi 
have all magiſtrates, all in office; fo have i 
huſbands and wives, parents and children, 
maſters: and ſervants, buyers and ſellers; 
in ſine, there is no ſtate of life but what 
is ſubject to them. Now though thefe 
to dit 
ferent circumſtances, of a great latitude; 
yet common ſenſe and experience, are 
generally a fufficient light to every one's 
conſcience that there are frequent tempta- 
tions of offending againtt- theſe rules, 
ſometimes by not coming up to them, 
and other times by tranſgreſſing or going 
beyond them. v6 00% e 
Isa this all the corruptions of our na» 
ture and the world, act their part; in- 
tereſt, ambition, pleaſure, ſelf-love, c. 
fear, hatred, anger, and all the paſſions, 
are motives to this injuſlice. Theſe are 
ever induſtrious to prevail on human 
weakneſs, to have more regard to them, 
than to the rules preſcribed. Theſe aſſault 
the throne + and the chair, theſe thruſt 
themſelves into religious houſes, families, 
and ſhops; and no condition, ſex, age, 
or perſon in this mortal ſtate, is exempt 
from their attempts. Here is now the: 
trial of all chriſtians, as laſting as their 


lives, here is the opportunity of ſuffering 
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St. Thomas ef - ee ury, 
juſtice, here is the dependence 


Pe on God for his grace, whereby they 
are to be enabled to ſuffer on this N b 


They, who like this martyr, have only 
regard to their duty, and ſhutting their 


eyes and hearts againſt all the powerful 


perſuaſives of intereſt, ſelf- love, and cou - 


venience, run the 3 of all incon- 
veniencies rather than deviate from the 
obligations of their ſtate; they who vens- 
ture all the conſequences of 2 faithful 
diſcharging their duty to juſtices and 
truth, neither over · awed by thoſe above, 


nor yielding to. equals, nor biaſſed by 


any ſelf-reſpet; they who do thus, are 


followers of the goſpe el and true henour- 


ers of this feſtival; and it cannot be 
doubted, but that whatever they ſuffer 
in this way of juſtice, Whether it be the 


loſs of friends, the diſpleaſure of thoſe 


in authority, the anger of parents, the 


diſobliging company, the want of con- 
veniencies, the danger of poverty, and 
leaving children unprovided, or whatever 
elſe it may be, it cannot be doubted, I 
ſay. but all this is much the better portion 
than thoſe wretched advantages others 
make by their yielding method in tranſ⸗ 
. greſfing the rules of juſtice, and [gather 
5 certain Reps to an eternal * 


\ 
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it were all ſuffered from the hand of 4. 
perſecutor, for the rofeffion of hes k 


faith: Theſe practical duties bem 


much the injunction of the goſpel, a8 the . 


belief, of thoſe articles which it delivers. 


But now while we are obliged to an 
exact obſervation of ' thoſe rules, which 
juſtice abſolutely requires, that ſo we 
may be truly faithfut and juſt, there is 


however, a great condeſcendence belong- 
ing to the chriftian temper, which obliges 
ns many times to yield; and there wy 
be as great virtue ſometimes in comply 


ing, as at others there is in being im- 
moveable, This will eaſily be underſtood 


by all thoſe who obſerve the great df: 


turbances occaſioned amongſt chriſtians, 


when' paſſton or jealouſy making a breach, 
they Ngſa to diſpute about the niceties 
of rights, privileges, and power; and 


each party being vbftinate 1 in their Dam, 


they refuſe all manner of reconciliacion, 


but upon. the deciſion of ſuch points, 
which are not to be determined. This 
happens not only amongſt thoſe, who are 


galley; there being no flate whatever, 


in public employs, but likewiſe to men 
of all degrees, from the throne to the 


but what lays claim to certain rights and 
privileges an to it; and * 
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114 St. Thomas of Canterbury, 
theſe are agreed on by common conſent I di 
in many cafes, yet there are many others | pl 
too, which cannot be ſo eaſily determined: | in 
And therefore, when the diſpute comes of 
to be about the utmoſt extent of each th 
power and privilege ; it is to be feared os 
there is generally a great weakneſs. of ju. 
Pride or paſſion, which begins and carries | by 
on the controverſy : And though a-peace- | th: 
able giving way, to any ſuch ſuppoſed the 
invaſion of right, is. always pretended in- to 
jurious in, its conſequences; yet there is | eſp 
reaſon. enough to apprehend this plea is for 
too often taken up, only to cover that I mu 
pride. which is ever unwilling to comply; ¶ the 
and that there are greater miſchiefs to be I pel, 
feared. from an obſtinate oppoſition in the ¶ the 
breach of charity, and irremediable con- Imit 
fuſions, than what could follow from reli, 
peaceable condeſcenden ge. 
I fay: not this, with any deſign of too 
making the leaſt reflection on the pro- 
ceedings of this martyr, but for a cau- 
tion to others, not to deceive themſelves 
in cloaking their obſtinacy with his ex- 
ample, and making at any time an ill 
uſe of What he did. It is eaſy to be 
overſeen in theſe nice points; and there- 
fore leaving thoſe who bear any public 
character, to the advice of, council and 
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diſcreet friends,” 1 make m preſent ap- 
plication) | to all others, beſeeching them 


in ſuch controverſies to be ever jealous 
of themſelves, to be fearful of putting 


themſelves under the conduct of their 


own paſſions, or of ſuch adviſers who 


judge by inclination, and are more ready 
by their flatteries to promote miſchiefs, 


than by prudence and courage to prevent 


3 


to carry on very unreaſonable contentions, 


much to be ſuſpected as that of religion; 


pel, is moſt impiouſly ſanctified under 
theſe uſurped titles, and as all public cala- 
- Einities are advanced under. the colour of 


n religion; fo the moſt unjuſt undertakings . 
carry Juſtice in their front. | Theſe are 
too frequent deluſions to excuſe chriſtians: 
in what they undertake, and while all 
parties in their moſt uncharitable differ- 


ences pretend to the ſame, it is very plain 
his pretext is not ſufficient to juſtify. 


ill 
be 
E 
lie With our neighbours, though under the 
nd Nolour of reaſon and juſtice, they oughd, 


* 


or the engaging in any ſort of contention, 


them. There never want fair pretexts 


eſpecially where the cauſe pretended is 
for juſtice. But the cauſe: of juſtice is as 


the violation of the whole law and; goſ⸗ 
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116 St. Thomas of Canterbury, 


for fome time to be. fuſpected, and never 
to be allowed of, but after 2 chriſtian 
deliberation, amd. che diſereet advice of 
others; in which! it ought to be conſider- 
ed, Whetlier à paſſing by, overlooking, 
or a friendly compliance, in ſach prqvoca- - 
tions as are given, be not; more confor- B 
mable to charity and prudence, and ex- by 
poſed to lets: miſchiefs than thoſe: uſual 
methods of the world; in venturing All 
the conſequences of contention, and I hi 
never yielding but on force. I am fure, 
Ii this were more conſidered than it is, by 
there would be much fewer diſſenſions 72 
amongſt chriſttans, than at preſent there ed 
are; that uncharitableneſs, which: now the 
breaks out upon the leaſt provocations, het 
would be in/a great part prevented, and th. 
it would not be every little jealouſy. or En 
uſpicion, every diſpute about punctiſio's g. 
and niceties of power, right, privilege, 
er: place, that could furniſſ matter for Go 
thoſe differences, which are now kept the 
up with ſo much heat amongſt many 
private perſons and families. A- goſpel 
condeſcendence, would either prevent of 
heal all ſuch breathes, and charity would 
- be maintained, without which, there can 
be no hopes of entering cds the 9 89 
of everlaſting peace. r BY. 
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ſhop of Spoletum, who, in the per- 


by Penuſtianus, Preſident of the City, 
and for breaking an image of Jupiter, 
which he was commanded to adore, had 
his hands immediately cut off, and then 
caſt into priſon, Where he was ſupported 
by che charity of à pious widow. Ven- 
ſtianus being afterwards miraculouſly heal. 
ed of a violent diftemper in his eyes, by 
the ſaid Biſhop, became chriſtian; and 
being baptiſed with his wife and children, 
they were ſoon after put to death by the 
Emperor's order, and Sabinus beaten with 
ſtaves till he expired. Thus art thou 
encouraged to ſuffer in the ſervice of thy 
God : If thou haſt not the perſecutor to 
threaten thee with the ſword,” thou haſt 
an enemy, at leaſt, who offers thee idols 
to adore-: He offers many, and while 
thou expreſſeſt thy abhorrence againſt 


enough to be an idolater. What if it be 


ſfſecution of - Maximanus, Was ſeized 


ſome, is there not any one to which thou 
art more favourable? To: adore one, is 
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ein t. Silveſter, Deveinher 31. 
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company, drink, or money? What if a 
ſenſual friend, the courted world, or thy 


admired ſelf? May not there be idolatry 


enough in any one of theſe? Yes, and 


too ikely-it will be ſo to thee, © if, like 


this Prelate thou doſt not do violence to 
the idol or thyſelf; if not by breaking 

atleaſt, by ſeparation: See what it + 
him; think not thou of eſcaping if thou 
expecteſt to do it without pain or trouble; 
thou wilt never be conqueror if thou + art 
TO of ein thyſelf. | 5 | 
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St. Silver, Deen. 3 1. 
2 2 iv. 1, 8. Luke xii. 35. 4. 


H was Biſhop of en Pray for 

his ſucceſſor, who at reſent ſits 
in his chair, that inheriting his virtues, 
he may, with a like fidelity, ke care 
of his flock. 


2. It was in his time, the chueck; after 


three hundred years perſecution, was re- 
ſtored. to peace, by the command. of 
Conſtantine the Great, who deſtroying the 
- temples of the idols, ordered churches 
every where to be built to che ng * 
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| December 31. 


Pris for the peace of the church, d 
the propagation of its faith amongſt 
heathens and unbelievers, that idolatry 
being deſtroyed, the name of God may 
be fanctified in all nations of the earth. 
3. It was under him, Arws denied, 
and; preached againſt the divinity of Jetus 
Chriſt, and was condemned by the Nicene 
Fathers, who declared hat had been 
received from the Apoſtles, that the 8on 
was conſubſtantial with the Father, and 
God equal with him. Pray againſt the 
like errors of this unbelieving age, in 
which, under the chriſtian name, are pro- 
moted- all the blaſphcmies of Arius and 
Socinus; pray that God would make their 
abetto s ſenſible of their errors, and pre- 
ſerve all unwary chriſtians from their 
poiſon. 

All the predeceſſors of this great pre- 
late having been ſufferers, or crowned 
with martyrdom, by the perſecution of 
infidels, it cannot be doubted, but St. 
Silveſter, entering into their charge, Was 
prepared in ſoul, and expected to wee 
their ſteps; but God was pleaſed, 
his time, to give peace to the cet 
and the faithful, who, for three hun- 
dre.] years, had been conſined in all 
their worſhip of God, to caves and 


wa B t, Siler" 


dens, the,, only ſhelter. againſt the malice 
of unbelievers, now by the favour of 
Gonſtantine, miraculouſly. converted to the 
chriſtian faith, began to appear in public, 
and, with unſpeakable joy, ſolemnly pro- 
feſs what till then they had never liberty 
to own. .. Ihen it was the idols were 
thrown down, the temples, deſtroyed, or 
converted to a better uſe; and churches, 
every where, ordered to be built, for the 
ſervice, and worſhip. of the God of hea- 
ven. This peace, * to the church, 
requires our ſolemn praiſe and thank(- 
giving; and, on a day, wherein we 
commemorate ſo great a mercy, w 
cannot do leſs than reſolve to ate 
on our parts to the continuation of it by 
joining our beſt endeavours for the ex- 
tirpation of whatever remains of idolatry 
are yet found in us or amongit us. 
be general abuſe of chriſtian ſolem- 
nities, as of Chriſimas, Eaſter, Whit- 
ſuntide. &c. and ſpending thoſe days 
in very diſedifying liberties, in exceſ. 
{cs and prophaneneſs, is a relick of 
idolatry; the preparing for Lent by 2 
© carnaval of ſinful extravagancies and 
intemperance, is à relick of idolatry; 
the abuſe of churches and . chapels 
in Ioole and amorous converſation, in 
ſenſual 


* 
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ſenſual gazing; in affecting poſtures, 
dreſſes and places, to become the objects 
of ſuch ſenſuality, is not only the relic, 


but the practice of idolatry. All theſe 
are moſt deteſtable corruptions, and in- 
volve ſo much of ingratitude and contempt 


of God, that I do not queſtion the heathens 
worſhipping of idols is far leſs .provoking 


than theſe abominations of profeſſed chri- 
ſtians. For if heathens worſhip idols, it is 


worſhipping what they believe, and if. they 5 


to efface the memory of chriſtianity, 
upon the places, — to Chriſt's paſſion 
and burial, built temples to Venus and 
Adonis, it was only the natural conſequence 


of their infidelity. But for this to be done 


by the hands of chriſtians, in contradiction 


to that light, God's goodneſs has given 
them for their ſalvation ; in oppoſition to 
all thoſe myſteries and mercies whieh they 


profeſs to believe and honour ; What ſhall 
I fxy ? This has ſuch a complication of all 
that is criminal and ſcandalous that. infi- 
nite woes are to be propounced againſt it; 
and its judgment, no doubt, will be infi- 


nitely more terrible, than Sodom and Go- 


morrah. Theſe are fins, we are to lament 


this day; and while we give thanks for 


idolatry formerly deſtroyed ; and giving 


way to — we are now to bewail 
Vol. IV. F 
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726 St. | Silveſter, 1 


chriklattty, giving "way | to © idolatry : 

We are to join prayers to our tears, and 
implore the mercy of God, for the remedy 
of theſe abominations ; beſcech him to 
give zeal -and courage to all prelates and 


paſtors, to labour in their reformation ; 
and make all ſenſible of their crime, who 


not only have a part in, but likewiſe any 


ways contribute to, connive at, or coun- 


tenance theſe evils. Tis thus we may 
hope to prevent the diſmal effects of ſuch 


public provocations, which often draw 


terrible judgments, not only on the actors, 


but on whole nations, in the total. extir- 


tion of religion, which has been thus 
Ipuſed. The proſpect of almoſt all Aſia 


and Africa, in which the chriſtian religion 
flouriſhed. for ſo many ages, but now over- 


run with Turks and Infidels, is ſufficient 


to terrify any that conſider it; which 


general calamity cannot be laid ſo much 


to the prevailing power of enemies, as to 
the irreligion and wickedneſs of chriſtians, 


who drew this ſcourge upon themſelves 


and their children: yr, the weight of 


this Juſtice, all other nations, have reaſon 


to apprehend; who mix ſo much of idola- 


with the ſolemn exerciſes of their re- 


try 
gion, who ſanctify the greateſt feſtivals of 
| —_ with 3 3 * er His 
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temples with their lewdneſs and ſenſublity's | 
For theſe ſins cry aloud for vengeance z | 
and what juſter vengeance than that, 
of ſo many other nations, in which à uni- 
verſal overthrow of religion has been the 
. of their irreligions practices? 
But the defeat of irreligion and idolatry 
is not to be the only ſubject of this day's 
prayers; we muſt implore the divine 
aſſiſtance againſt the ſpreading errors of 
Arrius too; I do not mean thoſe ſpeculative _ 
errors only: which too many take up, who =o 
ſtrongly adhering to the dictates of ſenſe, 1 
and private reaſon ;* do not underſtand 1 50 
that faith is the reaſon of a chriſtian; 
but rather thoſe practical errors, which 
are ſo wholly ' oppoſite to what Chriſt has 
taught, that they ſeem to be an implicit 
denial of Chriſt being God : Errors' which 
maintain and juſtify an unchriſtian life, 
with the profeſſion of the goſpel ; and are 
Jſuch as like the blaſphemies of Arius, break 
out and appear with greater trength upon 
the church's peace. The life which Chriſt 
has taught, and the whole goſpel recom- 
mends, is a life of ſelf-denial, of crucifying, 
and dying, to the world, and the fleſh" - 
a life of labour, mortification, and penance, - 
a life of humility and charity, a life of the 
crols, A life which ſeeks God, 'and a better 
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world, 4 not this: Such was the life of | 
_ chriſtians, for thoſe firſt three hundred 


years; when cruel perſecution oppreſſed 
the church, and all its members were not 
ſolicitous only to believe in Chriſt, but ſo 


to practiſe the rules he left, that they 


might be ever ready to offer themſelves 


a ſacrifice to him; the world was little to 
them, which they expected every day to 
leave; their life Was a daily croſs; ſuffer- 


ing was not their affliction, but their joy; 


a perpetual charity was their exerciſe; 
bearing reproaches and contempts, they 


took to be their portion; and their great 


- buſineſs was not how to live, but how to 


die: In this manner the firſt chriſtians 


divided not the life of Chriſt from their 


belief in him; they knew both parts were 


5 His commands, 1nd in both gave demon- 


ſtration of their faith; confounding the 
errors of Arius, in this their acknowledge- 


ment, in heart and works, of Chriſt being 
God. 


But when the perſecution ceaſed ; ; the 
abuſe of peace brought many evils amongſt 
the faithful; for though they were not at 
firſt wanting in giving thanks to God; and 
a return of . troubles did often make them 


_ . ſenſible of this blefling ; yet a long quiet 


much leſſened the value of it; and by de. 
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grees, with peace, crept in pride and am 


dition; the love of pleaſure, — and 


eaſe; and dangers being now removed, 
they were more ſolicitous how to enjoy 
this world, and be happy here, than to 


make proviſion for a life to come: Thus 
mortification, the practice of humility, and 
the goſpel-ſpirit, was much diminiſhed 3 
cuſtom and authority gave ſtill ſtrength to 


theſe corruptions; till at length a faith in 
Chriſt was too generally found - amon 

chriſtians, without the goſpel-life: Theſe 
evils, though often meeting with the op- 
poſition of many pious ſouls, have ever 
increaſed; and been brought down to our 


unhappy days; and now ſeem ſo confirmed 


by the example of all degrees, that not to 
approve, and join with them, ſeems a de- 
ſerved reproach; is become folly and ſcan- 


dal; not to Jews and Gentiles, but to 


Chriſtians too. All now tends to liberty, 
pride, intemperance, and ſelf-love ; : the 


common buſineſs is to ſeek this world, 


and pleaſe ourſelves; ill-cuſtoms are not 
to be reproved, but followed; and ill- 
practices prevail againſt the law of God; 
vanity, luxury, concupiſcence, frauds, 
lying, and over-reachings, though formerly 
condemned, are now conſiſtent with reli- 
gion; and a faith 1 in Chriſt: And what is 


F iij 


; st. — 


all this, but practical A ianiſn? Is not abis; 
in fact, diſowning Chriſt's Divinity? This 
is declaring the nullity, of his commands ; 
and that his precepts are not neceſſary; tis 
ing the goſpel by; and following ano- 
| «her rule. They who entirely believe in 
Chriſt, believe him to be, the Eternal Truth, 
the only way to lite; and that there can be 
no ſecurity, to thoſe, who take another 
Way: What better judgment, then is to 
be made of ſuch, who, neglecting his 
commands, go on ſtill, with hopes of 
heaven; but that, they diſown him to be 
the truth, the life, the way; and deny in 
Works, int Arrius did, in words ? If 
Chriſt be God, where is the honour and 
obedience due to his law? This was the 
prophet's teſt, or rather of God himſelf; 
and where this is not, there is not that 
faith, which God requires; and yet this 
is the faith, in which moſt chriſtians reſt: 
They no ſooner come under the ſhelter of 
heavenly bleſſings, in peace and plenty, 
but the more- ſubſtantial part of religion, 
and the goſpel begins to fail; the deſire of 
ſatisfying their own corrupt paſſions, ex- 
- cludes felt-denial; courting the world, 
leaves no place for the maxims of humility ; 
the love of eaſe lets them not ſtoop to the 
then unbecoming labours of the goſpel : 


* 


Da 31 1. 


Thus is che goſpel. loſt aides its profeſſion, 
and a faith in Chrift comes to be little 
, Theſe are the 
errors which call upon all chriſtians for 
their hearty prayers ; that God would be 
Pleaſed to revive the primitive ſpirit, now = 
in our days; whereby, beſides believing, 
labour to manifeſt in themſelves 
the life of Chriſt. Pray in particular for 
we end the 
year, ſo thou mayeſt put an end to all thy 
former method; in which thou haſt more 


more than a form of words. 


all may 


thyſelf, that as in, this day, 


127 


regarded the world and thyſelf, than God. 


Reſolve to make the beſt uſe of peace, and 


fence thy heart 


ders 9 . 


3 


againſt all its dangers; ex- 
amine at preſent, whether thou perverteſt 
not the bleſſings of heaven, and takeſt not 
thence occaſion of ungratefully offending 
more againſt the Ever: Aſk pardon for 
all thy paſt ingratitude, and beg now grace, 
that with the year may end all oo diſor- 
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The Circumciſion, Fanuary 1. 
Tit. ii. 11, 15. Luk. il. 21. 


H P18 the firſt day of the new year : 
1 Conſecrate it all to God, thy 
| 8 words and actions: Beg grace 
for e exact performing all thy obliga- 
tions, to be ſupported in all ee, and 
preſerved from fin. | 

2. On this day Chriſt i ſubjected himſelf 
to the law of circumciſion, and firſt ſhed 
his facred blood for thee: Give him 
thanks: Pray for grace, for the ready 
compliance wth all the laws of God, 
and reſolve to do it, though at the ex- 

goes of thy blood. 
| On this day of his humiliation, was 
given him the holy name of Jeſus : Offer 
thyſelf to Jeſus; beſeech him to make 
thee a true follower of him, in all humi- 
lity ; that thou mayeſt be of the number 
of thoſe who are to be ſaved by him: : 


. a 5 1 : 4 — , 
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Beg pardon for the many times thou haſt 


vs abuſed or prophaned that his ſacred * | 


and be careful to do it no more. 


It being on the day of Chriſt's circum- 


ciſion, that he received the name of Feſus 


or Saviour, we have in this a great in- 


ſtruction given us, of the neceſſity of a 
chriſtian, or ſpiritual, circumciſion, and 
that he will be a Saviour to none but 
thoſe in whom this circumciſion is found: 


This is the condition of the ſalvation he 


offers: He begins the work of our re- 
demption by a legal circumciſion; and we 
are to partake of his redemption by cir- 
cumciſion of heart. Circumcidite præputium 
cordis veſtri. What this is, and how to 
practiſe it, is to be the leſſon of this day. 


The word circumciſion ſigniſies retrenching | 
or cutting of, and imports a duty we have 


of cutting off whatever is deſtructive of 
the chriſtian ſpirit, or inconſiſtent with it. 
Hence all that deſign to live as they pro- 
fels, are, in the firſt place, under an in- 
diſpenſable obligation of cutting off all 
habitual fin; becauſe this is an engage 


my 


law and will; 


therefore the living in any ſuch Fate 


4 
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ment of a ſoul, in ſuch things, Which 
Gad has expreſsly declared contrary to his 
the accompliſhment of 
which is to be the chriſtian's rule; and 
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ment, is living in a ſtate of wilful dif- 
obedience and contempt of God, and of 

rebellion againſt his law; and ſuch a 
ſtate, evacuating the whole goſpel, can 

have no other fruit, but of damnation; 
in being eternally ſeparated from God, to 

eonſummate the ſeparation made choice 
of in this life. Secondly, they are obliged 
to cut off all the immediate occaſions of theſe 
fins; becauſe theſe occaſions have fuch a 
connexion with the ſins themſelves, that. 
there can be no fincerity in pretending - 
to admit the one, and avoid the other; 
and *tis impoſſible to apprehend that a 
foul- ſhould be truly converted to God, 
and have a hearty deteſtation of fin; as 
the goſpel requires, which is pleaſed with 
the familiarity of ſuch dangers, which are, 
as it were, a violence upon it; and almoſt 
infeparable from fin. All the thoughts, 
therefore, in ſuch © unhappy: ſinners of 
repentance, and returning to: God, can 
be no other than treacherous deluſions, 
whilſt they pretend to be ſorry for having 
offended, and yet think nothing of quit- 
ting that company, and thoſe: practices, 
which have been the continual occaſions 
af all their paſt offences; and therefore 
the-omitting to cut off theſe, is what ex- 


" 


eee er I ch 


* * 


eludes them from a oy part in the mercies 


of a Redeemer. bl 


»Thirdly, they are obliged to cut off . 


other more remote occaſions of ſin; but 
then, as there are different degrees in 
theſe, ſo there is likewiſe in the obligatiorr 
of retrenching them; it being in ſome 
more abſolute and preſſing than in others, 


according to the connection they have 


with ſin; which differing according to 


circumſtances and tempers, muſt be de- 
termined in particular, by conferring 


with ſpiritual directors. However ſome 


general rules may be propoſed as the 


obligation every one has of cutting off 
whatever conſiderably helps to heighten 
thoſe inclinations and paſſions which alie- 
nate the mind from the love of God, and 
lead to ſin. Hence the good chriſtian is 


very careful in the choice of his company, 


and converſation: For ſince the general 
diſcourſe of the world is a communication 


of worldly principles, the effuſion of error 


and pride, and other paſſions, a ſoul that 


indifferently expoſes himſelf to company, 


is in danger of being infected with all this 
poiſon: The ſame caution he uſes it 


reading books; becauſe too many of theſe 


favour concupiſcence' and corruption ſo: 


much, that frequent reading them muſt. 
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132 The Circumciſſon, 


neceſſarily make impreſſions, and inſenſi- 
| bly work upon the ſoul, to the great 


Prejudice | of all its ſpiritual concerns. 


It is the ſame, as to all manner of ſhews 
and diverſions, becauſe he ſees the great 


miſchief of all theſe particulars; inaſmuch 


as they are the common ways by which 
the devil deludes ſouls into all manner of 
ſinful liberties and wickedneſs: Thiere 
being ſcarce any to be found of all thoſe, 


who live . reprobates to God, but what 


by company and books, have been firſt 
brought to renounce the innocence of their 
pious education. Whatever, therefore, 


his affections or inclinations be, he care- 


fully cuts off ſo much of all that, to 
which theſe lead him, as he has reaſon to 
ſuſpect dangerous to his eternal concern. 
This his care likewiſe extends to what- 
ever conſiderably diſturbs that good order 
and diſcipline which ought to be obſerved 
in his own perſon or family. For though 
theſe are not numbered amongſt the vir- 
tues, yet they have place amongſt the 
chriſtian duties, inaſmuch as it is the obli- 
' gation. of every chriſtian | to be watchful 
in that which is the beſt fence and ſecu- 
rity of a chriſtian life; and without which 
it — neceſſarily be expoſed to the evi- 
dens danger of being wholly overthrown : 


eG on ws vas. dd cms ad. [ 


** «a «a. ca az 


% 


It being à like abſurdity to think of 
maintaining a chriſtian life without order 
and diſcipline; as to ſupport any civil or 
military government without it. Hows 
ever, therefore, it is but inconſiderable, 
and often neceflary., upon occaſion, to 
break the order of praying, eating, work- 
ing, ſleeping, Ce. yet whoever comes to . 
loſe all regard to this order, and lets 
humour and inclination take place of ie, 
there is ſo much hazard in this undiſci- 
Ro way, that without raſhneſs one 
may fear and even judge, if he be not 
already loſt, it cannot be very long before 
he — Ao. For this going out of all 
method, involves ſuch variety of neglects, 
draws ſo many ill conſequences after it, 
and betrays ſo great a ſtock of ſelf-loye, 
and defire of ſatisfying private inclinations 
with a preference of theſe to ordinary 
duties, that it cannot be long conſiſtent 
with a chriſtian life. . 
For this reaſon the good chriſlian, ever 
apprehenſive of being inſenſibly carried 
out of the Way, is not only careful for 
its prevention, in keeping up diſcipline, 
and obſerving good order in himſelf and 
family; but is likewiſe very watchful in 
retrenching whatever he perceives of this 
world is apt to poſſeſs his heart, and 
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1% The Cireunicifon, 


likely to divert it from God; and this 
not only in reſpect of ſinful objects, but 
alſo of all love of the world, love of tem- 
poral or ſecular things; in a word, of all 


love of creatures. Becauſe finding his 


heart, turned from God through that 
original corruption, which it brings into 


the world; and deſirous, by the enjoy- 


ment of creatures, to fill up that want 


it perceives within itſelf, in being de- 


prived of its only and ſubſtantial good; 


be in this plainly diſcovers that all this 
deſire of created enjoyments is nothing 


but the effect of corruption, and of his 


natural concupiſcence, which comprehends 
generally all that which the affections 


tend to, out of God; and in cutting off 


and mortifying this deſire, as much as 


may be, conſiſts the true chriſtian's exer- 

ciſe and circumciſion of heart. 
And this he undertook in baptiſm, whew 

becoming the child of God, he promiſed to 


renounce all thoſe inelidations he brought 


with him into the world, which naturally 


and violently carry him to fin, to-earth, and 
to creatures, and ſolemnly engaged to 
follow thoſe: new impreſſions hg then re- 
' ceived, - which lead him to the- love of 
God, to religion, and to the ſearch. of 


heavenly things, by a — from 


e T een 135 


creatures. And though, 3 gh that 
conraption . is in him he cannnot 


follow the new impreſſions without vio- 
lence to nature; yet having taken on him 


this obligation, he confiders it his duty 
ever to uſe this violence to it; this is his 


exerciſe as long as he is in this life, in 


which he finds great difficulties, but he 


that undertook to be his redeemer, by the 
effuſion of his blood, has this day taught 


him he is not to expect any part in this 
redemption without difficulties and trou- 


ble: And therefore, encouraged by Bis 
example, he reſolutely offers himſelf to 
all theſe, looks for them as part of his 
portion to which he is called? and though 


frail of himſelf, yet hopes, through his 


grace, and the afliſtance of his holy ſpirit, 


to hold out to the end, with a chearful IH 


ſubmiſſion, and 'a patience untired, till 
that happy hour comes, when he may ſay, 
conſummatum eſt: All is imiſhed. For this 
end, he puts himſelf this day under the 
covert of the ſacred name of Jeſus, hop- 
ing under that protection daily to receive 


a conſtant ſupply of courage and comfort, 
that he may go on in the practice of a 


fpiritual circumciſion in the fame ſpirit 


with him that taught it. Grant me, 0 
Jeſus, this thy holy wry that 1 may ever 
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136 Octave sf st. — Jan. 2. 


remember this leſſon thou giveſt me, and 
duly practiſe it: And whenever my cor- 
rupt nature is carrying me to fin, to the 


love of this world, or of creatures, 


powerfully check my inclinations, and 


wk to my foul, Tam ng falvation. 


| Oftave of St. . Fan, 2. 


4a vi. 8, 10. and Vit. 54, 60. Matt. XXiii. 


34» 39: 0 area 
1. 5 on this day thy prayers for 


all thy enemies: God's mercy is 


4 open to the worſt of them; if thou ex- 


cludeſt them from thy charity, ſuſpect 
thy charity to be nothing but ſelf. love, 
no better than chat of the publican or 
heathen. 


2. Pray for all thoſe, who like S. Se. 


pben's enemies, are obſtinate in their evil 
ways: That all hardneſs of heart, being 


removed, they may be ſenſible of the 


impreſſions of divine grace. 


Pray for all that are obſtinate again{t 


the truth, that they may not reſiſt the 


Holy Choſt, in 5 rejecting and 


b S'rg greg SSC” 


1. 


Octave of St; John, Jun. 3. 137 


being deaf to all thoſe helps he has or- 
dained for the diſcovery of their errors, 


that they may not be deceived with the 


politiveneſs of their - own conceptions, 
nor build their faith on principles of edu- 


cation or paſſion, which can ſtand on no 


other foundation, than the aſſurance of 
God's holy ſpirit. To | condemn 

report, without having firſt made a due 
enquiry, is the juſtice of thoſe, who took 


up ſtones againſt S8. Stephen. © We are 


firſt to ſeek, and then may hope to find: 
But to be confident of having found the 
truth, without ever ſeeking it, is not the 
method of the promiſe, but of a pre- 


ſumption, which keeps the Turk and Jew 


in the errors of their education, as well 
as the pp: Sian 8 chriſtian. 


Y% 


As of St. John, A 3 


 Ecclus xv. 1. * To xxi. 19. 24. 


Pag on this feſtival of the —_ : 
that thy whole life may be regulated 


by the  olpel, and not e the world. 
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138 Octave of Holy Innocents, Jan. 4. 
Thus it ought to be in every chriſtian: tl 
Dee how much thou faileſt in this method. | b 
2. Pray for that evangelical virtue of . 
. purity, ſo eminent in this Apoſtle. Avoid oO: 
nn may be prejudicial to it, though fa 
be as dear or as neceſſary as thy hand ac 
r eye, cut it off; for nothing is to take to 
| place of eternity. th 
3. Pray for the conſtancy of this Apo- | 
Me, who continued at pou foot of the all 
croſs, notwithſtanding all that violence of all 
a furious people. Pray for a like fidelity : of 
And fee that ſelf. love — thee not for- Ch 
ſake the way of the croſs. When thou cat 
ſtudieſt to — __ ſelf, "thou _ det 


the crols. 5 
— — har 
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Apoc. Xiv. I, 5. Mat. ll. 13, „ 


RAY. fop the grace of God, for the 
direction of all parents in in the edu- I. 
cation of their children ; that by avoiding. 
both extremes of fondneſs and neglect, may 


% 


\ 


Octave of st. Thomas of car, x 39 
they may be the happy inſtruments of 


bringing them into a better world. 

2. Pray thou mayeſt make ſo Sod uſe, 
of whatever injuries, malice, or injuſtice, 
fall upon thee, that they may be a like 


their crown. 


3. Reſolve peaceably to ſubmit under 
all the appointments of God, he makes 
all things ſerve to the accompliſhment 


of his deſigns. Herod's cruelty, publiſned 


Chriſt's birth; and was for the ſanctifi- 


cation of his elect. And there is no diſor- 


der of men, ſo great, but what is ſervi- 
ceable in the order of his goodneſs. 
Wonder therefore at nothing that happens, 
but ſubmit to all, leaving al to him whoſe 
band and ws is over all, 


Feng 5: 


Heb. v. , 650 'I* x. 11, 16. 
-. PRA for al paſtors. in God's church, 
that- with zeal and diligence, they 
8 md ente their duties: That the 
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advantage to thy ſoul, as perſecution was 
to theſe infants : Herod 8 Wm bei ng 
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that while others purſue what is tem 'poral, 


140 Ocbave 77 St. Thomas of Canterbury, 


' falvation of ſouls, and performing the 
will of God, may put them upon facri- 
ficing themſelves. wholly to his ſervice, 
and to the good of their flock. | 


2. Pray they may all inſtruct their flock 


by word and example, and firſt practiſe 
: the goſpel which they preach. if any 


fail in their duty, and become a ſcandal 


to their character, pray heartily for them, 
expoſe them not, be apprehenſive of thy 


ſelf, but let not their irregularity harden 
thee in fin ; for though their damnation 
will be much the greater, yet thine will 
be 2 hell too. 

Pray for all paſtors, that they may 
. the true ſpirit of the Apoſtles: 
That they may betray no weakneſs in 
ſeeking, or loving the things of this world, 


jy may truly ſay, The Lord is our por- 

: That they may with a watchful eye, 
2 their charge, not permitting 
thoſe to eat the fruits of the vineyard, 
who refuſe to work in it: Nor allowing 
thoſe to wear the ſhepherd's weed, who 
are truly wolves, . continually devouring 
the flock by their diſorders and ſcandalous 
liberties. O God, when wilt thou have 
regard to thy fold, and deliver it from 
theſe e evils! Fo 


fel 


This 4 li — the v 1 
. St. Edward, 


Tub Confeſſor, n King): of Englend, 

remember this day, thy King and 
country: Pray for ' a bleſſing on it of 
peace, and whatever elſe may be for its 
ſpiritual and temporal advantage. Pray 
for the removal of vice and error, that 
we may be all united in virtue and truth. 
Pray for all in offices of truſt, that truth 
| rg juſtice may have the only e in 
ther adminiſtration. 5 \ 


i; : 
VN 
J. 
6 
vas F 
192 
« $8} 
: i; 4 
vt oY 
1 
War 
a 
e 
n 
— 74 » 
WA 
, 
1-43; 
1 
1 
E 
. y 
& | 
. } 
Fax C 
Ty 
31 
ie 
K 27 
18 <j 
Tis 7 
* Th 
1 
LET 
7] 
9 9 at 
* 4 - 
© 004 £7 
WO $24 
. 
1 
7 
147 
* \ 
** i 
K- +4 
. I 
ESA 
1 1 
„ 
* fit 
1 q 
iy 1 
ASP 
Pu 
1 p 
* 
a, bs 
3 
* 
4 1 
2. 
13 * 1 
4 
1 
4% l 1 
A 
N 
22 
13 8 
5. 
ta 5d 
THO E. 
e 
8 >; 
. 
* 4 
r n , 
421 
+ £5; 
FEE 1 
. TS 
2 7 4 
1 
2 
87 
K 
0 


Vigil of Epiph. nn 
Gal. iv. 1. 7. Mat: 11, 19, 23. | 
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The Epiphany or Twel e. 10 


Aae 


GIVE thanks this day to Chriſt our 
Redeemer, who was pleaſed to mani- 
telt himſelf. to the Gentiles, and thus open 


142 The Bois. or Twelfth-day. 


the way to falvation. Pray for thoſe 
reat number of Gentiles who as yet 
15 in darkneſs, and know not God, that 
Sod would pleaſe to call them to his faith. 

2. Pray 
Leal and diligence of the three kings, 
who were no ſooner called but they obeyed, 
vidimus e venimus: Who were not dil- 
couraged with the diſſiculties ef the 
journey, but without delay ſet forward 
to find him who called them. How hap- 


would it be, could'ſt thou thus readily 


follow where thy obligation calls, and 
not let every pretended difficulty 
cient to juſtify thee in the frequent 
omiſſion of thy duty. 


3. Fall down and adore Chriſt, and 


with the three kings acknowledge him 
for thy God and Redeemer; and fail not 
to make thy offerings with them. Offer 
thy heart to him, if it be thy own or his. 
But if it be otherwiſe engaged, either in 
riches, pleaſures, or exceſſive troubles: 
pray for its deliverance; lay thy gold, thy 
frankincenſe, and myrrh, all at his feet; 
let neither the ſweet,” nor bitter, keep 
thee from him; offer all to him, who is 
Lord of all. | 
he | zeal and courage of the three 
kings, was very wonderful, who being 


thou mayeſt ever imitate the 


be ſuffi- 


uu "Ro ll; 


ingen of the birth of Chriſt, by the 
appearance of an unuſual ſtar, forthwith 
undertook their journey; neither regard- 
ing the diſcourſes of the world, which 
would charge them with folly and raſhneſs; 5 
nor conſidering the dangers of going to 
proclaim a new-born king, at the court of 
a jealons prince; nor apprehenſive of thoſe 
many difficulties, the uſual conſequences 
of an uncertain journey, not knowing how: 
far they were to go, nor whether t 
were ever to return again.” Whenever 2 
ſoul comes up to this degree of reſolution; 
there is reaſon enough to hope, it has 
overcome the world, ſince in this v 
point conſiſts its victory, that it admits of 
nothing to take place of duty: And this 
is the teſt, by which every chriſtian ma 
make the trueſt judgment of himſelf. For 
For whatever his - condition. be, there is 
no propoſal can be made of ſecking Chriſt, 
and making any advance to him, but __ 
muſt be neceflarily expoſed to ſome of 
theſe trials. The world will ever do like, 
itſelf; it will certainly meddle with what 
belongs not to it; it will curiouſly exa- 
mine, diſcourſe; and paſs its cenſures: It 
will condemn of ſingularity, folly, and 
vanity, whatever departs out of the com 
mon road of its loofe aan. and det 
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344 The Epiphcor Twelfth-day. 


elare its weſentments «againſt every one, 
that, by foriaking, diſapproves ite ways: 
So that wWhoever has not gained this point, 
t be unconcerned at what the world ſays, 
is not yet in a poſſibility of finding Chriſt; 
- fince there is not one ſtep be can take, 
whether in prayer, reeollection, faſting, | fe; 
penance, frequenting the ſacraments, c. th 
but this, by its wonders, inſults, and co 
1 8 be ever diſcouraging from | to 
Pen: of all his pious -deligns, 4. 
—— by this means bring him to the the 
«trial, whether his concern, for what this he 
world ſays, be not greater than his zeal 
for duty and juſtice... -., \ 4 wat 
ner, Yor difficulty he mak. meet with 
in reſpect to kimlelf; for no one can 
think of going towards Chriſt, but he 
wuill preſently diſcover the way to be 
* long, through the variety of interior con- 
n ons, and the apprehenſion of loſing 
his convenience and eaſe; and the obli- 
. gation- of making war againſt his own 
: \nchnations. . This. war is abſolutely. ne- 
ceflary, becauſe his nature being corrupt 
and ſtrongly. inclining him to ſelt- love 
and the love of the World, he, can no 
N ce approaches ta Chriſt, than 
by reſiſting all 91 interior 3 and 
e e e of viole 


| 


January 6. = TD TY 


d in obedience - to the * of God. 
W this cannot be poſlibly effected, but 
* many uneaſy conflicts; nature Irfelf 
muſt be overcome, paſſions mult be maſter- 
ed, what is: pleaſing muſt be renounced, 
and that muſt be made choice of, to which 


ſenſe and inclination is wholly averſe; and 
this ſo long, till by this exerciſe, the ſoul 2 


comes wholly changed, not {bing mow 
to follow the corrupt principles of the firſt 


Adam, but to live by the better maxims of 


the Goſpel, even the-life of Chriſt; becauſe 
he knows there is no finding Chriſt, till he 
finds him abiding within his own heart, and 


there nenen as his Lord and Sove- 


reign. 
This is the way, and theſe the difficulties 


by which every one is to go to Chrilt. 


And, I believe, there are few, though at 
the greateſt diſtance from him, through the 
unhappy ſtate of error or vice, but who are 
informed, like theſe three kings, by ſome 


providential light, where Chriſt is to be 


found 3 and had they a reſolution and zeal 
like theirs to undertake the journey, would 


as certainly find him to receive their offer. 


ings, and reward their labours. But here 
is the great inſtance of human weakneſs : 
Few foll 


that nation in; the cally to which the ſtar ;7 
Vol. IV. | G wr 


ow this light; only three of all 
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neſs, enough to awaken: them, but, like men 
Againſt it, and ſleep on. The thoughts. of 
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| peared; and, it is f be feared, as few. in 

-other nations, in proportion to thoſe great 
numbers, who now ſee enough of it to di- 
rect them to the truth of Chriſt. They 5 
have light ſhining upon them in their dark- 


oppreſſed with ſleep, they ſhut their eyes 


what the world will ſay, the many inconve- 
niencies, as to their buſineſs and intereſt, 
the diſpleaſure of friends, the difficulties of 
a change, with a thouſand other diſcourage- 
ments, immediately preſent themſelves, and 
prevail ſo ſar on minds unwilling to be diſ- 
turbed, that on ſuch motives of ſelf. love, 
they deſiſt from farther enquiry, and con- 
tenting themſelves. with ſome general prin- F. 
ciples of education, and the company of no 
others like themſelves, they ſtifle the light, I M. 
and chuſe darkneſs rather than light. his nd: 
blindneſs of Chriſtians: had a lvely! image ſoa 
in the prieſts and people of Jeruſalem, who MW ow 
being informed of the birth of a new! King, traz 
« and Bugir by tradition the place where he WW ow; 
was to be born, ſo as to direct the three will 
kings to it, yet took no care to enquite 
Farther after him, were not at all ſolicitous 
to follow, or inform themſelves of What 
Meſs. found. The people, no queſtion, fat 
Till her at under the auihority of they 
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Subled, wh they judged wiſer chan 


and SSodfed tler eue from all 3 
their parts, in concluding there could be no 
ſufficient reaſon for them to enquire after a 
new-born king, ſince their paſtors hñad no 
concern in ſearching for him: Thus thes 
made uſe of falſe and treacherous reaſoning 
againſt the light of heaven, and riadetit 


wholly void, by. being too eaſy in trùſt- 
ing What was not to be depended on: Bat 


ſo it generally is; reaſons, that favour our 
inclination, and conſult our eaſe, are pre- 


ſently admitted; and we pretend to be ſa- 
tistied, when motives are agreeable to pre- 


ſent circumſtances, thougl upon a' better 
enquiry, they would appear very deceitful. 
For what if the prieſts of the Jews took no 
notice of this information of a Meſſias bon? 


Might not this be a neglect in them? Might 
not this proceed from human motives; the 
fear of loſing their authority, and being caſt 
out of their temporal power? This hey be- 
trayed after wards, when in council, they 


owned; If we let this man go, the Romans 


will: come and take: away our place and 


people: Might it not be the effect of. abſti- 


nacy and blindneſs, ſuch as hardened them 

* the evidence of miracles? If then 

eſe; Jewiſh guides were thus ſjuhject to 

ſuch infirmities and wie e a8 to bei ſo 
e * 
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Aae peer their" duty; was not the follow- a 
To their Sue very Fllacious rule tothe | 
"1 eople; and only prevailed on them, not 
for any certainty it carried with it, but be⸗ 
© cauſe it was the more favourable, in excu- 
ing them from at farther trouble of en- 
quiri ng? For had they been ſincere, and 
; Zabel defirous of the truth, they would 
not ſo calily have ſlighted ſuch a Wonderful 
call from heaven, upon motives ſo very de- 
[ceirful and uncertain, but rather have 
Highied theſe, and taken ſome p pains in ef- 
<A arthe alter "this light, that” thifs 
| Wa upon them. Y ni 
As far as paſtors ate affiſted with'the 
* rit of God (as it is in Chriſt's church) 
and the faithful have a command from him 
hear and believe them; ſo far it is ſufe 
13 ubmit and be directed; becauſe Ke 
promiſe and abfolute command; is 8 oy 
ty above ee But as 
pelieve no ſuch divine affiſtance a 
them from error, their deference to the au- 
thority or example of ſuch paſtors, may 
ea be the occaſion of going but of the 
way; in oppoſitivn ' to that light, with 
Wi God ay oer ie mereifült) 7e 
them. For may not fuch paſtors be biafſed 
by fomie ſecret paſſion, by the confideration 
WR, reputation, — with va⸗ 
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Ns of à true conyerſion, the 
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mer 3. 


5 2 15 TE, Jes 3 
Hence the d 8 their example and 
authority, ee to, an excels, and 
be. arias n their followers, in mas ing 
_ of 1 unfaf mel reaſons, for. the ihe pili 
the.Juggeſtions..of a, better light, only. 12 
cauſe they are more fayourabl 8 io their pre- 
ſent. inclinations. And. what is the bottom 


5 0 


af this but ſelf. love, and the want of that 
ſincerity and zeal ſor finding. 815 which 
e 1 in, che, Sample of the three 


king! ſame weakneſs. is, iN many 
——— . ef continuing in.; the 
bel e ot very We liberties, agg 
walking.on..in a way yery, unju ifable and 
unchr For thaugh Almighty God be. 


ten touches their hearts with 1 {Es of 99 


Se ce. by e Fel by ow. e 
ſpel,;g99d men, or b ets the 
danger H their pages 100 6 pairs lity 
of reforming 3. yet being unwilling, to, for- 
„ke what. pleaſes, and torelecing- the diffi- 
ey; run for 
lter 10 the. example, and authority « 
others, Whoſe learning, place, reputatlo! 
and, Character, ſeem. to, qualify ek for = 
hare ans | ee * 9 y 
1 1 I ö 
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an one des this; ſuch another does that, c. 
If this were not allowable and ſafe, certainly! 
ſuch as they are, would not permit er prac- 
tie it, c. Thus the example of religi. 
ous, of prieſts, and prelates, is brouglit ing 

and there is ſcarce any kind of vanity, pride, 
covetouſneſs,”' lightneſs,” exceſs, &c. but 
what is warranted and juſtified" under this 
cover. And what 'is the ground of all this 
but deceit and deluſion? What is this but 
a vicious partiality of inſincere ſouls, who 
itudy how to delude the deſigns of infinite 

—.— and by the treacherous 8 
ven, and harden themſelves againſt all its 
impreſſions? It is plain, theſe are nothing 
but little ſubtilties, for the putting 4 fair 
gloſs on an ill cauſe; ind: betatiſe they 
| Have not reſolution and Zeal enough to re- 

form, they make uſe of theſe. ſhifts to 
colour and diſguiſe ll their weakneſſes. 

Were there any ſincerity in them, and zeal 
for truth and juſtice, they would eareſully 
Fe . to that light of heaven, which glau 

eing upon them at times, puts them upon 
n farther than they yet have Hoe? 
ould join with Ihee ages in findin 
Sy it {t and Jet he human reiße or 
e of olnerv fägkraftſes nc Greg, 
ſtop herk i mn their ways * Such ee 


o * 


Within the. Octaue US #he Epipb. 1 — 
ene ee never wan 


want the bleſſing a 
heaven to give ſueeeſs 1 endeavours 3; 
and though the; way might be long, yet. pe | 
would certainly find Chriſt at the engl. | 
this thy bght,- O- God of merey, touch: | 
hearts of all thoſe, who by vice or. ertoß 
are at à great diſtance. from tlie | 
_ Gan . mind to 1 
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repeated the devotion of the feſtival. 
51 not. ewe to put up thy PEAR 
* A2 7 7 VA 4 61 ji; Se, 
1. Pray, .that, as, Ged. called upon 225 
e by a ſtar, ſo he would be pleaſec 
to call upon thee, and touch thy heart þ 
his grace, as often as thou art Fs Yak, 
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| 559 and ſhut thy eyes againſt his light; 
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; the way. « afro, that his grace may girect 


e, 1 5 Ates f 
elp cally. in thoſe particulars where thy 


whole lite is concerned: Aſk the ſame mer - 
V for all that belong to thee, that the light 


of heaven may be their guide in all things, 
2 7 ſo wap may not be miſled by Fs, 


2 = ardon for the many times thou 
haſt obſiinately reſiſted the inſpirations. of 


r the many ne ou haſt followetpaſ- 
n, inſtead. of reaſon, taken intereſt a nd 
elt-love for chy guide, inſtead of Follies; 


| NN reſolve to do ſo no more. 


Pray for all that as yet fit in ths dark- 
1” op of day, error, or vice; that God 


would pleaſe to | tot his light ſhine upon 


them, that they may come to the n e 
of him, his truths, and bir duty: Y: bag 
not Rep POOL ou want Hin. Wah (Hep 
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R. A* for we ras a dt 
A... theſe, boly men, 983 neither the 
Jar af home, OIL to ee ap⸗ 


heir ſearch of Chriſt : Ednſic er. how 1 much 
eſe private conſiderations 0 55 
thful; in thy duty, and then ſe 
haſt not ſomething to pray for. 
2, Pray for à confidence in God! — 
:4beirs, that in e uncertaint e 
thou mayeſt not be ſo eäfily de Ged. 
exer on, where: God alls, and let not Hu- 
wan fears deſtroy chat hope thou qyghteſt 
beer have in him. 

3. Pray ſor all that as yet iti in the dark- 
58 of infidelity, error,? or vice, that God 
wauld pleaſe to let his Bake ſhine - -upon 
them, that they: may come to the knowledge 
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of him, his truths, and their duty. Let 2 


theſe poor ſouls want this. thy alen. 


5 e on of any difficulties, hindered AY 


F , 3 „i a + 5p —_ F OPS 2 3 
— > \ bac LIP } 3 j p 1 
3 „ r r Lr an; oe le ett, - 
OT . —t 8 PF. 5 err * = - by by, 8 "> 

a eb - n * 9. l wt 4 _ 8 
e „ ee go, 5 = =_ 

— „ © opwamen il — r 8 8 * 

n as i 2 = 


* 
- — CET 


nh; 
1 


5 N 
2 * * 5 
* * *4 . 0 4 $: % Iz * . 1 * 
> ao £8 © N 43 14 * 
* 4 - . TY 
* 


29 Bus 8. 28 {13 pf 4115 Olli {ii 81. 01 41 13 58 
"NS IX be boon! 14), di 11 © undes 


, 5 . \ 7 % | 
509 Ei 531% To ni nt TO 21578 
* — * 2 « 
* 171 l 1 SY a 
Nau N e ene Sage 


* 


8 ee Within the Octave o the Epiphany. 36 


201 of 34 AS 11 11 s ; 2 4 # 


—＋ 1 = 4 
* = p 
[4 9 IT n 1 274 ö 2725 OO > © 711 
bv a : * a a 7 9. | 88 g 2 2 ! RY 


* 2 Y 
RAY for the am of het Shots 
F men; who, when the ſtar difappear- 
ed at their entrance into Feruſalem, were 
not diſcouraged! but applied themſelves to 
the paſtors. of the church, to receive infor- 
Wan of their . If God, at any time, 
withdraws his li ht and comfort, it is t $6 try 
1.5 conſtanch; e not dejected, but 
with thy Ureftor, and, full of hop e, Lollow 
1 A N i DIE e rg 8 1011 
oe, BY IG 4 ſubthifflon like dee "that 
05 pretext of revelation or private l 
thou may eſt never forſake the en eu. 
thority 6f God in his church, let neither ex- 
0 eſs 3 melancholy fears, not 4 poſitive ad: 
| oe zan to cf e thoughts, deprive thee of 
"This! ap which God bas ordained for thy 
ny to eternity, Extraordinary and 
, * ways are to be — of fraud; 
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be cautious in following them, and neſs 
venture on it without good advice. l 4 5 1 ; 


[neſs of infidelity, error, or vice, that God 
would pleaſe to let his light ſhine. 1 


them, that they may come ta. the knowledge b 
of him, his truths, and their duty: - Tim 


_ theſe poor fouls, want this thy „ 08 


„ EEEEGEEEE 


: fincere ſoul learns good, wherein it is to be 


7 and paſſes by what is evil: If they, 
who teach thee, have their failings, receive 
«their inltructions, and 18 them to anſwer 


for their own iniquity: C9 oked and defor- 
Wed pipes.may.convey tot 


ee chryltal wafer. 

[+ 42+ Fray, that in the ſtudy of holy Vit, 

and in reading Fo ſpiritual books, th 7 8 
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| rc the juſt * I "Alt thy knowie d | 
he harren and unprofitable, if thou ſtudieſt 
Dot the; ; ſpirit of the Goſpel: What if thou 


* ff e ; he. admirable 
od. 


e Oha ofthe Eviph. 
e will 


a(t gve an account of the ſtar, if thou 


Wy tr it not? What if thou cariſt tell 


: the place of Chriſt's birth, if thou takeſt 
155 pains" to go to him? Have a care of a 


corrupt heart, for'it eorrupts the belt ab- 


ws . Pray for al wat as yet it in thedark- 


nels of infidelity, error, or vice, that God 


-themn; that they may come to the knowledge 


of kim, bis truths, and their duty. het 


not theſe poor ſouls want this thy charity. 
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hy." e or "he f hardening” 1 
It, for the condemnation. of the prieſts, 


n füclten of the e faithful amongſt 


would pleaſe to let his light ſhine upon 
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the TION? "uy. for the direchion- 71 
gages and Gentil. Pray thou mayef 
never abuſe that facred food; and by 4 
neglect or obſtinacy, turn it into poiſon -. 
2. Pray to be delivered from the hypo- 
eriſy of: Herod,, who made religion lerye. His 
aidbdien and politics. Search not into the 
-myſteries of religion, but to adore. them, z nor 
into the ſecrets of ſcripture, but to love God 
more; nor into his ways, but only to walk 
in them, and make them the rule of thy life. 
Conſider how often thou haſt made the pre- 

text of religion and piety ſtoop; to thy; in- 
14ereſt and ſelf-love: Pray, for pardon, tbe 

2 and confo unde. 
Pray for all that as yet ſit in the dark- 
5 of infid lity, error, or vice, that God 
50 d YR 4 let his light thine upon 
them, at they may come to the know- 
ledge of him, his truth, and their duty. 
| Let not theſe Ive 1 want this thy cha- | 
rity. | 


" being likewiſe the day of '81 Fiygiins pope | 


and ron 


ws - ray wk pole preſent ee bins, that 
-& 62 would Heſs and direct him i in the Ail- 

charge of his great duty, and that he may 
— Heeritice' all for the goodef: DOS in 
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| RAY, * as the Har, which Had dit. 
1 eared, returned again to guide 
7, thele ho 2 fo God 2 Adder eave 
thee aro in darkneſs and dryneſs, but re- 
freſh thee again with ſpiritual. comforts. 
Hope: in a ſtorm, . that, 7 calm will return 
again. It is thus 60 exerciſes his beſt 
ſervants. Never loſe thy hope; fd. God 
will never be loſt to thee. _ 
2. Pray thou mayeſt make a right uſe 
of all» the appointment of Gods et ſpi- 
ritual light and comfort carry theg on 
with greater fervour to iGod; i IN ; prayer; 
and in time of diſcomforts, if thou canſt 
not draw near to him in prayer, approach 
I Nr and humility. IDs 
Aoul, that with patience ! (the 
without — goes on, ſubmitting 9 
hand of God, is in much the ſafer 8 than 
58 be hat enjoys the ſweets of the moſt ſenſiple 
- devotion. At the hour of my departure, 
let my ſoul, God, be found truly humble 
and patient; but as for ſenſible comforts, 


.. 


depends not on them. 

3. Bray, for all that — fit adn 
nels of infidelity, error, or vice, that God 
would pleaſe to het his light thine upon 
them, that they may come to the knowledge 
of him} bis truths; and their duty Let not 
bs heſe poor og want this any: 2 
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110 R AY-- er the faith of theſe three 
1 


E kings, that having happily found 
ageſus Chriſt thou mayeſt, with them, adore 


und lay thyfelf at his feet. How great 


"Wa their faith, to adore God made man, 
4 an infant, p poor and abandoned! Offer thy 
"heart to him, that is thy treaſure. A — 
4onl thou art, if every day thou canſt 
offer kim the gold of charity or love, the 
4ticenſs/ of prayers and the myrrh of morti- 
estion“ The more thou offereſt, the more 


thou wilt receive from him 


wy 


eee thay with theſe e holy. men thou 
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ma yeſt return home) by another ways: and 
not by that in which thou aſl ch charter 
Inilieds It is the greateſt! of all illufions; for 
Pretend to be converted without changing 
'thyaite, to think of going to heaven bya 
Way chat leads tohell. What if Hera 
commands thee to return back the fate 
Way. What if unreaſonable parents or ill 
company expect to find thee the ſame ? Is 
got God. to be obe. ed rather than man?, Is 
not his will to take wer of all other 
betete | 9513181 
3. Pray for all that as yet ie: the:durks 
adislof infidelity, error, or vice, that Gad 
would pleaſe to let his light ſhine upon 
them, that they may come to the know. 
| him, his Ne; and tlieir duty; 
1 not theſe poor Jouls: want#this - thy 
charity e-. 17519 eee 8 Sw, 
It. is a very eaſ in 3 
| we offer all. Pore py + 4 — come 
to practiſe, and feriouſly:confider;how much 
We tke from him o hat we pretend:ito 
- offer, it is ſoon diſcovered how unfaithful 
-.twe are, and>thatithere is little 
all we do. The" figft a. Chriſtian 
-  Yakesto God, anfwerab le to the levotior 
of this ſolemnity, is bf his gold g, Nãt is 
an excellent ſacrifice; when to fatiufye \the 
eee has taken c u him ehe is care. 
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ful än bis nn de- 
mands of juſtice charity, and ; reaſon z 
Whatever is thus: laid out, cannot be char . 


ged with robbery or waſte, but is given to 


only expended when God has called for ity 
Whoever obſerves this method, truly and 
ſincerely offers his gold to God. But ho 
often is it that Chriſtians offend againſt this 


or conſiderably delay the payment of debts? 
Juſtice calls on them for their gold, that is, 
God demands it of them: If it be fincerely 


offered to him, why is it denied When he 
requires it What of thoſe who; are deat'to 


the crying neceſſities of the poor 


treſſed? And what of theſe who ho take no 


care to ſupply the exigencies of their family, 
or to make proviſion for their children, ei- 

ther cor their education, or diſpoſing of 
them! Here charity, juſtiee, and duty of 
upon them; if their gold be offered to God, 


why is he refuſed when he thus pofitively 


pretend to have in the devotion of this ſo- 
lenwity} it is evident they are inſineere, and 
cannot; without confuſion, lay, they, have 
offered their gold to God. + 


condemnation,' Who generally throw away 


bim to whom it belongs; and has been 


rule? What is to be ſaid of thed-of who refuſe 


demands it ? Whatever part theſe Chriſtians 


ee n unden bf l ee Wh 


7 | 


ö 102 Ge of the „ 


8 weir money, I do not ſay, in ſinful and w- 
cious entertainments, (theſe are otherwiſe 
alzeady;udged).; but to ſatisfy their own; 
immoderate inclinations to vanity, leyity. 
idleneſs, and unreaſonable diverſions D Can 
theſe. pretend the gold thus ſpent is offered 
to God? Nothing can be offered to God, 
but in ſuch things as can be referred 0 
him, — he can be found, whereby we: 
may truly ſeek him, and come to bim. 
Now, though things of decency and order, 
and moderate diverſions, ſuch as health re- 
— 5 may be eaſily referred to God, and 
conſequently the money thus employed be 
_ offered} to himg yet Who can pretend this 
in the other caſes now mentioned? Can 
they pretend to ſeek God in their conſtant 
practices of pride and ſelf.- love, wherein: 
they ſeek nothing beyond themſelves ? Can 
they, pretend to ſeek: God: insperpetupl . diſ. 
paves! of their minds, in ĩdleneſs, and grati- 
ying their ſenſes? Can they, without con- 
fußon, ſay to Almighty; God, 5 O God, it 
is for thy ſake, and the honour. of thy 
name, I ſpend whole days in eating, drink - 
ing, divertiſements, and ſlecping: It is for 
thee. I am ever ſtudying mydinclingtions 
and eaſe, I court the world;; pleaſe m n 
ſes, and alienate my mind from thee? H 
therefore ſuch, 4 life cannot be rrefarred 10 


| Geda can the money employed an zielte 
ſuppoſed to be offered to him? It cannot be: ; 

It 1s not offered to him, but taken from? 

him; it is a robbery and ſacrilege; it is of- 

fering ſaerifice to idols; which belongs only 
to the living God. For ſince it is i» ang 

duty to refer himſelf, all he does, and all 1 

creatures, to his and their laſt end; a life 

that cannot be thus referred, and the mos 

ney thus laid out for maintaining fuch A 
life; is all impious, idolatrous, and ſacri⸗ 
legious: And whatever it is referred to, 

e ere or och, N that is 

his idol. 1 75 FET 15 eig 
4iChriftians, beſides their gold Jars to offer 
incenſe to Jeſus; that is; their hearts in 
prayer : And fuch as, according to their dif- 

ferent circumſtances, are conſtant in this 

holy exerciſe, „ raiſing up their minds to God 

inias great freedom as they are able, St 

bi vu oth other concerns for that re 

8 of their power, putti 12 

ever diſtracts; ſuch às theſe 2755 — 

thus duly pay their homage to God in 

poste and adoration, in acknowledging their 

dependence, and humbly, but earneſtly, ſo. 

liciting for his aſſiſting grace, no queſtion 

but they offer! incenſe to him. But when 

prayer, through ſloth, love of eaſe and 

—_— unſeaſonable divertiſements and n 
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rum over; whe 


wholly. loſt or ſpent; their thoughts are 
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2 — 


pany „ or idle impertitencics, is generally: 
neglected; baſtily, and withont applications 

em it is performed with va 

tary or affected diſſipations of the mind 
can this be offering incenſe? Mhene isgthe 


fare} the flame, or the ſweet ſavour, aſcend- 


ing before our Lord Here is nothing but 
dead aſhes at the beſt, and too 3 
ſtinking and offenſive vapour. The ſpir 

of theſe Chriſtians waſtes itſelf on: — 
Affairs, fo that when they come to God, it is 


where their treaſure. is, and they are very 
unhappy; becauſe they have net this in 
God. fear: thei beſt of us have a. great 
deal to teform in this: point of our de- 
tions, und in the incenſe We pretend to 
offer; and wiſh every one would ſeriauſſy 


| look into bimſelf, and diſcover. Ihe: root of 


this neglect: We ate not angels, tis true, 
— therefore: cannot adore ours Gad with 
our hearts ſo wholly centered än him 
they do: Being e e with in fixmi- 
ties; we are not to be. ſurpriſed, nor de- 
jetted at our wWeakneſs, but be humbled in 
the frequent experience: of fit: And yet all 
is not to be charged on infirmity: :Negles, 
ſtupidity, the love of the world, and gur- 


a ſelves, have too great a ſhare; for if Ne 


hee ow mer e e en 


« 


res 


deen, e 
erk ths Jing of Wend 28 We.) are 
obliged; no queſtion, ur hearts and thoughts 
wiougd be better fixed an theſe objects than 
now too generally 225 are. We are led 
more by ſenſe than by faith; it is our weak · 
neſs, but which, if not-laborioully oppoled, 
maſt be very criminal. Fob -2N 6 heab 


'crCbriffians have-ſtitlanotbex offering 0 
make, and that is of myrrh, not leſs, Ach. 


cult than the former; an offering of every | 


thing that affficts and mortifies. 15 This t 
467 who; humbling themſelves under 
woubles,' accept. them as from God's hand, 


und refer them again to him ;:a'facrifice. of 


juſtice and adoration, united to that victim 
Which Chriſt” offered of himſelf upon the 
croſs; for the ſuffering and pains of all the 
members united to the head are but onę 
BONE, even the ſacrifice of Chriſt, and 
will be accepted by the Father from all 
thoſe who fincerely offer it to him.“ Not 
but there muſt be expected ſtill, even in 
the beſt. while in this imperfect tate; great 
reluctancies and uneaſineſs of ſenſe and 

ture; for theſe having a great and irremig- 
able averſion to evety thing that afflis 
"ad gives diſquiet; will, as often as, they, are 


in theſe circumſtances, "expreſs this averſion 


in complaints and fighs, and repeated ſug- 
2 of Nebel againſt at hand 
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Rich, thus- alfliets dem.“ But this muſt 
7 experiencefl theſe ſtruggles. puree him- 
elf, . and permitted nature to exprels. its 


| diſlike to his approaching paſſion, in deſires 


having that cup paſs away, if it were poſ- 
. Able; h he has in this taught us, that this 
Contradiction of nature is not at all injuri- 
ous, to the Chriſtian's ſacriſice, if it be but 
'over-ruled by the power of grace, and for- 
ced to ſubmit to his diſpoſitions, WhO 600 
verns all: Such a ſubmiſſion, accompanied 
ith humility and patience under all-trou 
e unites them to the ſacrifice of the 
i and. is truly the offering of myrrh. 
But then how careful ou for the Chriſtian 
to be, after the ſurpriſe and diſorder of the 
Hrſt aſſault, to compoſe and : moderate all 
interior diſturbance, and ever to ſuppreſs it 
upon its firſt return! How unſeaſonablg are 
all paſſionate complaints, the impatient fle- 
1 of death, melancholy - amuſements, 
anxious and dejecting thoug hits! How 
ought all manner of diſtruſt to be banzſhed. 
None of theſe are fit companions, for the 
croſs, where humility prepares, patience 
guards, and perſeverance completes the ſa- 
crifice. Anger, imprecation, affected and 
ſtudied reſentments, contentions and deſires 
. Were are . more unfitting; ; for 


See 13. . 16 


theſe wholly evacuate the offering, remove 
i from Culbary, and make it r ible the 
unprofitable ſufferings: of hell, Where thoſe 
unhappy ſouls ſuffer indeed; but through 
their pride, fury, and deſpair, are ever in- 
creaſing their own damnation; and havin 
nothing in them of thoſe” acceptable quali- | 
ties of their ſuffering Redeemer, have con- 
Tequently nothing in them to which G0 
can have any regar. 8 
In this threefold offering ber 1 
of gold, frankincenſe, and mytrh, is a f 
prehended the whole practice 'of à chriſtis 
life; and we never offend, but by bein 
unmindful and faithleſs in the duties of this 
ſolemnity. | Teach us, therefore,” O' Jeſus, 
ſincerely to make this offering to thee; and 
ſo ſtrengthen us by thy grace, that, how 
ever fometimes, through infirmity, we may 
forget ourſelves, yet the main body of our 
actions may ever be directed by the obliga- - 
tions we take upon us this day, in conſtant- 


ly and faithfully giving WR! we now have 
ha mon to ces. * 9 75 
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** be Was made choice of, for his extra- of 
ordinary virtues, to be biſhop of that dio- ©} 
ceſs wherein- he lived: Fray for all erer 35 
eee the care of families; 3 they h ave ＋ 
the charge of them under God, being his 21 
vicegerents, and muſt give an account of 0 
all . diſorders, v be in children or on 
ſervants, ee by. their ill example or * 


_Deglect. i "How few families doſt thou know 
in which chriſtian, diſcipline and ordet 1s 
oberen Thoſe Who ſhould give the ex- 

am le are irregular; and what becomes of 

© the e who are under their charge! ? Spare 
not thy prayers in a ſubject which demands 
thy tears; and if thou haſt any part in this 
: duty, pray thou mayeſt be faithful in it; 
beg pardon for paſt errors, and take effec- 
tual care to amend. Think not thy charge v4 
little; weigh it in all its particulars, and 


thou wilt find it very — | EB: 
. 8 2. Being a 


„ wat 
. Being ; mage — — Poitiers, he 2 
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il 
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tirpation * all. ee „ of _ 
the Arian, as likewiſe all others, contra- 
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mie of that fate, calls ant hee for hn 
mg fervent prayers ; fail not:therefare to 
Amportune/heayen, in their behalf: Remzin- 
cher alſo all thoſe, who are under any affhic- 
Sen, . that. Gad would anerecitully. er 
© hems, priigiye. em grace, to duſſer w3 
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1 4 fit he to 5 
5 . 5 7 NE per Le 3 x pd 
Falerian, went into * * deſert at the ag 
of fifteen: Pray for the light of 3 
chat thou mayeſt ſeriouſly conſider the, per- 
f by tion, thou, art. under; III company isi a 
+ perſecution 12 ent habits are a, perſecutian ; 
pride, Vanity, the love of thyſelf and the 
D are a, e % all LE glen: 


cork bes 8 
e We 
Malt not re 
= nh 
* . for iS own. + fecurny? 1 There, is 5 m0 
- to. ſep ra. = from th "— 
| — ers of i it: Mete thou too often 
nee i 9 50 in fayour of thy ſenſuali- 
Ity, pr and felf-lo love: . for es 
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* 2. WEED — the defert about a an hun- 
dred years, cloathed Y ith 
trees, Feeding on dates and bread, (a crow 


bringing him daih) Falk loaf, as St Jerome 
A in his life) 5 drinking 


"thing EE & little is * 


* life HE 1 ident SOA 


8 bee a duty, and an Bt of nee But 


of zu eating and drinking thou" ſtudĩeſt to 


indelge a diforderly appetite, what is' this | 


but an abuſe? It is an act. of inju 
| feeching that which thou art obliged t 
welken and overcome: And what is all thy 
(Expenee in that way, Vut' defi 
por Whe have à fight to Alf that is 
- By669 tö thee? To What account wilt thou 
place all that is thus laid out? Confider 
whether" it will be accepted by Him; "who 
cannot be impoſed on wich vain pretexts. 


Neffect tob on his' fe of penance”. "If theſe 


holy m men did ſo much to fe 


nen, ag not thou reaſon to be Jealous. 


ef cyſelk, who doſt fo little, and eben de- 
" UineſtHrhateger is th A 
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religious of that order, that in piety and all 
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"bs. 
all. H Vene 
OO — ſeryedt in A all ae, be; but 
faithful, aud Get will be ſertbo * If thy 10 
and manger of life be contemptible to the 


world, patiende and huntility will, ke 1 — 
honourable-in ilie ſight ofr Gad N 
in the ſtabhle, was greater. bath Mrs 
in the chair :; Grieve not therefore; non he 
unealy, at; thy condition, whatever it 


Tha labor 

he e z0 Me that eats by the ſweat of 
is. 1 is in much the ſa key than he 
that lives: at eaſe, If thy diffeult ciraum- 
ſtanoes will. not: allow: thee the time thou 
deſireſt to pray; remember that patience 
ande humbie ſufferiag, and labouring ia all 
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| h 4 Cant, and 
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FAVING heard 7 words re: 
the Golpel, If thou 2 be 
| 11 


rious Chriſtian is much; better than: 


* 


* 


te Aas ſold all he had, aud Sy 
10 the poor: Pra for 4 like obedience bo | 
all the commands of Chriſt; and that as 
often as thou readeſt the ſcripture, —.— | 
be with like fruit to thy foul: Pray for p64 
verty of ſpirit, chat thy affections being 
taken off from the things of this world; 
thou mayeſt be ever in readineſs to/forfake 
All. If thou findeſt thy heart too eagerly 
fe on any thing here, haſt not thou reaſon 
wo yer unfafe? If forfaking”crea. 
aach e the way of perfection, mut hot 


Fine: Fs od us 


23. He retir from kü father's houſe 
ino à deferr, Where be lived in the exerciſe 
If prayer, rigorous faſting, and the cn. 
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Firſt; endea our, by A ſerious examination, | 
10 Know thy ſins; but then, before thou 
* director, allow ſome time for 


nance, teach thee what thou oughteſt to do 


" 
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tisſaction to the juſtice of God, before thou 
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preached Ahn in dhe b 3 

ting him to be 4. in ah Bebe he 
prodf of a true eonverſion: His ſin was 
dülbelieving in Chriſt, ing his 
Church, and thirſting after the bloog of the 
Faithful; and now zinmediately upon his 


convefſion, he Jeſus openly in the 
Synagogues, — — 4 
donfirmis the faithful, and expoſes 7" 
0 dangers and torments for that faith which . 
he had perſecuted; thus he manifeſts the 
new ſpirit he had received; Pray for! the 
(grace of God, chat mais may be y method, 
as often as thou pretendeſt to repent: Truſt - 
not to good purpoſes, depend not on thy 
eohfeſſions; let neither tears or any fenfitile  * 
grief for paſt fins deceive'thee, but ſee Whe- 0 
ther thy Hife be changed; by this teſt *thou | 
: mayeſt beſt judge of the ſineerity of all that t 
went before-[thees For if thou goeſt' on in P 
_ *thy former ways, Where is chy delle! © 
If no converſion, what then Was thy repen - d 
dance, but falle and: geceitfal? Beg pardon 
for thy paſt infincerity, and pray now, that g 


ahe converſion of St 9 be even the n 
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7 24 1 church, that they may be true fol- 
0 lowers, of their primitive predeceſſors - Pray 
ApS the people of Smyrna, and of all Aha, 


ho having rejected the doctrine of ( briſt 


and his Apoſtles, are now the dif ciples of 
3 Lament their miſery and blind - 


neſs; acknowledge it the effect of the 


divine juſtice, in puniſhment of their wick- 

edneſs. Offer up thy prayers in behalf of 
9 nation, and beſcech . Almighty | God. 

that by turning from its evil ways, it may 
prevent the like judgment. Repent of thy 
own ſins, that thou mayeſt have no part in 
drawing any public calamity upon it. 


2. Having pared, the duty. of, a 


good ſhepherd, he. Was apprehended, 


* gld age,. by the heathens, and con- 


demned to the fire, in which in the 
midſt of the theatre, crowde with an 
Vol. IV. En 
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. inſulting multitudeg- he offered bimſelf, "A 
1 gratefu ſacriſice to God: Pray for all 

thoſe, who are expoſed to difficulties, and 
any ways ſuffer, on the account of their 
Faith. Be not angry, at the reproaches of 
inſulting adverſaries: Have compaſſion on 
their blindneſs, and bear with them; for 
ſuch patience has the promiſe of a erowh. 

Offer thyſelf to ſuffer whatever Almighty 
God ſhall ordain for thee: Be aſhamed 
to fink! under ordinary troubles: Theſe 
are but the trials of thy fidelity; they are 
to make | thee ſenſible! of thy oπƷ 
neſs, and of thy neceſſary dependence, In 
God: And as for extraordinary ones, if 
thou canſt not find remedy, offer thyſelf 
to them, as to the fire, which is to con- 


ſummate the ſacrifice, chou haſt made of 
be beg to God. | R 


8. 2 8 eu ics 40. 
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1. HE was archbiſhop! of Conſtantinople 
Pray for all that numerous people 

of the cat formerly chriſtians, but now | 

* to the yoke of the turks: Bewail 


the condition of that city, built by the 
ca chriſtian emperor, the ſeat. « 
oly biſhops, and of the {ccond. ge eien 
council, c. But now how miſerable, in 
being the ſcourge, and terrour of Cbriſten- 
dom. 5 Fear God's judgments, and confeſs 
them to be juſt: Labour to. preyent. them 


<< £4 


| by a holy. life: the fate of that city 28, the 


fate of many nations, of families, and of 
private perſons; and the root of all, is the 
contempt of the divine mercies, a neglect 
of chriſtian duties, and the living, 2 


heatheniſh 15 under the chriſtian pro- 


felllon: 97 thus, our forefathers, 
have. drawn { Wk judgments, on their 
children, to many generations, and 0d 
Te forſaken them, cven as he did the 
Jews, , becauſe they were not found wor- 


thy. O God, how many, nations, and 


e 


their ſins, and arming thy 1 n. 


them! By their infidelity they are making 
way for Beat and not only render 


themſelves miſerable, but are in a-way of 
cutting off, from their ſucceſſors and 
children, * the means of ſalvation, it 
may be, for ever. Viſit theſe blind fouls, 


0 800, not in thy anger, but in mercy; 
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4. 59s St. «ook Obry/otom, 


and powerfully awaken them, that they 
N be ſenſible of their condition, and 
by yet feaſonable means, prevent that 
* ruin, which threatens them and 
theirs. And thou, O chriſtian, examine 
into thy ways, and ſee what is the method 
of thy life, Whether by thy exemplary 
piety, thou art ſoliciting for mercy, or 
thy vicious liberties, drawing down 
judgments to thyſelf, family, and nation. 
2. He applyed himſelf, by preaching 
and other zealous endeavours, to repre- 
hend, and reform the great corruptions 
and abuſes he obſerved amongſt his flock, 
inveighing againſt the ſcandalous lives of 
the nobility, and not ſparing the injuſtice 
of the empreſs herfelf. Pray, that this 
ſpirit may deſcend upon all the prelates 
100 paſtors of chnit's church, that they 
may diſcountenance and make war againſt 
all vice and injuſtice; that no human 
conlideration of favour, intereſt, party, or 
dependence may awe them into a treach- 
Tous ſilence and make them betray the 
goſpel by flattery or compliance. He that 
connives at diſorders for fear of being a 
joſer, by endeavouring to reform them, 
is not a paſtor, but a hireling, has not 
an apoſtolical, but a mercenary ſpirit. 
And what are they, who : are daily witneſ⸗ 


* 


— 
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ſes of ——— and prophane- 


neſs? Will not their filence draw upon 


9 


them the guilt of encouragers ns abettors? * 


Pray for remedy againſt theſe evils, * 
3. By this his zeal againſt vice and 
injullice, S. Chr xſaſtom raiſed many enemies, 
not only of the nobility and empreſs, but 
alſo of the clergy, by whoſe wicked calum 
nies and contrivance, many biſhops, 48 8 
amongſt them, even 8. Epiphanius and S. 
Cyril of Alexandria, with many religious 
hermits, were drawn in to eſpouſe the 
cauſe againſt him, and become his perſe- 
cutors; by whom joining with the em- 
preſs, he was forced twice into bauiſhment, 
in which after long ſuffering he died. 
Pray for conſtancy and. courage, in the 
diſcharge of thy duty, whatever it be; 
ſuffer all oppoſition with patience, remem- 


bering that charity and juſtice, have their 


martyrs, as well as the creed. Wonder 
not, if thou findeſt men of piety engaged 
- againſt thee; the molt holy are ſometimes 
the molt ſubject to be impoſed on; and in 


their oppoſition, i is the greateſt trial. Be jea- 


lous of all accuſations; calumnies are often 
drxeſſed up, with the fincerity, and face of 
truth, and by being too credulous, thou 
mayeſt eaſily be drawn in to perſecute a 


faint. How many reports haſt 1 helped 


I ih 
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198 . Agne, 


to read "of this kind, by means of Shak: | 
ges nce and truth Ie been great ſo fer- 
ers? There may appear ſufficient motives 
for the preſent; but haſt not thou had 
ſufficient experience of thy. own weakneſs ; 
pil others malice, to diftruſt all theſe, and 
ulpehd thy belief till better information? 
In all theſe circumflances thou ſtandeſt in 
need of the ſpirit of diſcretion, and of the 
light of heaven, to direct thee; pray for 
this earneſtly, that by an overhaſty credu- 
lity, thou mayeſt be 1 injurious to none. 


1 Agnes, January 28. 


2 Gor. . 175 and xi. 2. Mot.” Xii. 445 52. 
Farin 

1. gr. ee dme days after hes Martyr- 
dom, appearing to her parents, 
regliired: them not to lament for the loſs of 
her, but rather to rejoice in her happineſs : 
Pray thou for thoſe excellent diſpoſitions of 
ſoul. by which' ſhe was raiſed to that un- 
changeable ſtate: Pray for patience and 
conſtancy in all ſufkeribgs: Pray for the 
love of God, * which the was above * 


% 


2 * 


Ad 2. 


" Hatteries.and. threats: Pray for 2 N 
like hers,. that thou mayelt rather chuſe the. 
extremity, of miſery here, than offend. 
thy God: This is the moſt aſſured proof, 
that thou loveſt him. Conſider th. daily 
impatience, in being ſo eaſily and often dif- 
turbed; Reflect on thy love of vanity, and 
of. this Wie per : See how often thou chuſeſt 
to, expoſe thyſelf to dangers, and even to 
ſin, rather than deny thyſelf, or the un- 
reaſonable ' deſires of others, and thou wilt 
ſoon. diſcover thou haſt a great deal to be- 
wail in thyſelf of infirmity and fin, and haſt 
much to pray for this day, of heavenly 
Krength, for thy future ſecurity; for thou 
muſt have the holy diſpoſitions of this 
faint, if thou deligneſt to follow her. 
Remember likewiſe, if it be thy portion 
to have thoſe taken from thee by death, 
whoſe innocence or virtue gives thee 
ſecurity or grounded hopes of their being 
happy, it is not then thy part to give way. * 
to grief, like unbelievers, but rather to 
give thanks to God for his mercy, and re- 
joice in their happineſs. Something ?tis 
true, muſt be allowed to nature, which 
F cannot part with that, without grieving, 
which, 1s poſſeſſod with joy. Büt it is a 
-weakneſs ſtill, and therefore, though in its 
rſt Gurprize, it 1 be in ſome kind inno- 
1 iv 


of this holy prelate; that duly attending to 
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2000 St. Francis Sales, 


cent; yet affectedly to indulge it, and let it 


ariſe to any degree of excels, cannot be 


without fn. It being firſt againſt reaſon 


to grieve at their being happy, whom we 
pretend to love, and then an implicit re- 
bellion againſt God, in diſapproving and 
grieving at what he has done. Thou 


Prayeſt daily, that his will be done; and 


when it is done, thou grieveſt: Is not this 
revoking : and contradicting all n prayers? * 


eee. 


85. Fi, Francis Sales, Aw 16 23. . 6 
8 _ January . oy 


Ecclus, aliv. ad! 45. Mat. XXIV. 14. 23. 


Hs Was biſhop of Se And Sond! 
his life in looking for the loſt ſheep: 
In this his zeal was fo great, that no ſort of 
difficulties or dangers were ſufficient to diſ- 
courage him: He conſidered not himſelf, 
but only the _— of thoſe ſeduced ſouls, { 
ho ſtood in need of his help, and 
God plelled his endeavours, with the 
converſion of many thouſands. Pray for 
all the biſhops of chriſt's church, that they 
may be animated, with the ſpirit and zeal 


e 22. 20 1 


all the neceſſities of their charge, neither 
errors nor vice, may have the opportunity 
of ſpreading through their neglect. Pray 
for the people of Geneva, that being de- 
livered from all their errors, they may be- 
come faithful profeſſors of the truth: Let 
this charity of their prelate have Place, i in 
thy devotion. 
: 2. Notwithſtanding the immenſe charity 
and apoſtolic labours of this holy Paſtor, 
he could not eſcape the tongues of men, 
who repreſented him under very ill charac- 
ters at the courts of Kome, France, and Sa- 
voy, and traduced his books as erroneous: 
and heretical. But none oftheſe calumnies 
made impreſſion on his ſpirit, or diſcomag- 
ed him in the faithful diſcharge of his duty. 
=> for his ſpirit of meckneſs and conſtan- 
and let his example convince thee, 
that. neither fidelity nor [innocence can 
ſecure thee againſt calumnies and ſcandals : 
And when theſe come to thy portion, fol- 
low his advice in doing right to truth, by 
juſtifying thyſelf, and to humility, by 
fubmitting to thoſe "2" which God 
ſhall permit for thy exerciſe, Be ever 
faithful to thy duty, and diſcreet in thy 
conduct, and then, however folly or 
malice may murmur againſt thee, go © 
= with . having God for thy witncks, 
1 I v 
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202 St. Martine,” 


ane tile teftiegony of a 80 contaice, 
to comfort the. nad de 


eee charity nl lives aud bfidge 
bite fruit, in thoſe holy books; which 
he writ, and in that holy order of the 
viſitation, which he inſtituted : Be conſtant - 
in daily reading ſome part of his books: 
Pray and endeavour, that they may lead 
thee* to a devout life, and increaſe in 
thee the love of God. Reſolve not only 
to read, but practiſe alſo, and never be 
tired, till his directions become thy rule; 
and 411 thy diſorders and paſſions give 
Way to his Hire © Pray for all the refgrous 
of the vi/itation, that they may faithfully 
atiſwer” the deſigns of their founder, and 
| in their lives Sive bend of his 1 ET. 
£1.3 2 S EEA 
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mw refulipg to ſacriſice to idols, had 
e tried with * racks, 
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boiling oil, wild beaſts, and the fire 
but being mitaculouſly preſerved, . ſhe 
finiſned at length à glorious: martyrdom 
by the ſword: Pray for a like conſtancy. 
"under all trials; there is no ſuch peace, 
in this world, which is not mixt wit! 

perſecution ;,, and. the bearing it Uh 
humility, courage, and patience, is th 

trial of thy fidelity. In the paſſion. a 
men, thou meeteſt with ſomething of the 


wild beaſt; in the difficulties, and mis; 


fortunes. af this world, thou haſt thy 
ſour ge; in the miſcarriages of pn Voir 
evil ways. of thoſe thou art moſt 
concerned, for, how often meeteſt thou 
with a Tack ? "And what thou canſt not 
prevent or remedy of theſe, by lawtul. 
means, art not thou bound to bear with 
patience ? "This is a common duty; pray 
ther fer thyſelf, and all others in afflic- 
tion, and endeavour to be faithful. 
2, Whilſt thou honoureſt the happy 
end of this martyr; pray for a happy 


death for thyſelf: Death is a violence 


to "hature, and embracing this violence 
with patience and ſubmiſſion to the hand 
God, is à kind of martyrdom. En- 
deavour then to be humble and patient 
in all pain and ſickneſs, and bow down 
wn an entire ſubmiſſion under the fen- 
I vi 


204 t. Peter Nolaſco, 


tence, LT it be, the divine juſtice 
ſhall pronounce againſt thee, and beg 
that when death comes, thou mayeſt ſur- 


render thy ſoul Wer the diſpolnions of 
5 ths e 


area kes kde 


S.. Peter Nolaſeo, Au 12 56. 
January 1 


1 Ow. iv. 9. 14. Lule xii. 32, 24917 R. 


| a A Faithful Servant of God, eminent. 
for Bis ſingular charity to his neigh- 
bour, and founder of the religious order 
for the redemption of captives: Pray 
for this ſpirit of charity for the aſſiſtance 
and relief of thy neighbour: Thou meet» 
eſt daily many 3 4 that deſerve thy 
compaſſion, and demand thy help: Con- 
ſider ſeriouſly the neceſſities of thy neigh- 
bours, both ſpiritual . and temporal; if 
thou haſt charity, thou wilt ſtudy their 
relief, either by thyſelf or others. Thou 
haft it often in thy power to do ſervice 
to thy neighbour; if thou omitteſt it 
becaule of the e trouble, pains, or uneaſineſs, 


Jau ul. ze 


it muſt give thee, it is not charity, 1 . 
ſelf- love — heart. 
2. Examine what thy vocation is, and 
ſee, whether thou liveſt by oppreſſing thy 
neighbour: There are too many pro- 
feſſions expoſed to this, of men who ſet. 
up for helping others, and ſo far are 
unmindful of charity, as to take the 
advantage of their misfortunes, lengthen 
their miſeries, and keep open their 
wounds, whilſt they undertake to heal 
them: Their only concern is gain, and 
they value not how much their neighbour 
ſuffers, ſo they can be gainers by it. 
This is an order of men, quite oppoſite 
to the charity we bonour this day in this 
holy man: He gave away what he had 
for the relief of his neighbour in miſery, ; 
theſe, under the colour of relieving, add 
to their neighbours miſery, that they 
may be enriched by their ſufferings, 4, I 
his was the method of charity, theirs is 
contrary to' it; and if his was the, way 
of the goſpel and ſalvation, how can theirs 
be ſo? Let then all thoſe ſeriouſly. examine 
their proceedings by this teſt, who by. 
lending money, receiving. goods, giving 
advice, managing their buſineſs, or any 
other way, pretend to aſſiſt their neig] preion 

in his mats For if there be oppr 
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in the aſſiſtance they ey give, their aſſiſtance 
is cruelty, and without a full reſtitution, 
how can they have a ſhare in the were, 
of Ga 1” 1 
2. Pray for all thoſe who- lie under 
any oppreſlion, that God would be their 
Apart and deliverer: Pray for all thoſe 
unhappy chriſtians, who are ſlaves to their 
_ own evil. paſſions, to vice and habitual 
ſin, that God would awaken and heal 
them; engage the charity of this Saint 
to join with thee for the relief of all. | 
4. It being likewiſe the laſt day of the 
month, fail not to give God e for 
his preſervation, and all his bleſſings be- 


ſtowed on thee and thine; and by hearty. 
contrition beg eee * all 0 0 ſins _ 
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5 ſhipped under the cuſtody. of ten ſoldiers, 


7 E B K U oh R 4 
St. ſqnatins, An. 109. Fob. 17 


Rom. viii. 35, 39. Je. 12. 24, 26. 


8 was the third Biſhop. of Ae 
after St. Peter and Evodius, govern- 


ing that church above forty years, with 
an apoſtolick zeal and piety, which has 


rendered him eminent to all ſucceeding 


ages: Pray for all Biſhops of Chriſt's | 
church, that his ſpirit may be revived in 
them: Pray for the people of that city 


and dioceſs, now ſubject to the tyranny 
and errors of the Turks, that they may 


once more be the object of his mercy, 
_ become his people again. 


He was apprehended by order of 


3 the Emperor, and by him ſentenced 


to be carried to Rome, there to be devoured 
by lions in the Amphitheatre, He re- 
ceived his ſentence with joy, having a 
long time deſired to offer himſelf a ſacri- 
ice to Chriſt. And being accordingly 


N 
— - St. Ignatiur, 7 


whom he calls leopards, he ſuffered. ve 
much by their cruelty, but heir iniquity, 
ſays he, was my inſtruction. O God, how | 
il far am I from the humility and patience 
of this thy ſervant? IL have hitherto re- 
1 garded all manner of ſuffering as my 
8. 
[ill misfortune, and have been ſo far from 
1 improving the injuries done me, that 
they have been to me ſo many provoca- 
1 tions to fin, Am not I then as far from 

| the primitive virtue of thy ſervants, as 
I am from their times? Pardon, O God, 
ii this my miſery, and: infuſe into my ſoul, 
— ſome 3 of this primitive ſpirit; give 
me grace to improve all ſuffering into 
un the occaſion of virtue, and that I may 
18 learn ſomething ef that apoſtolick. leſſon, 
ain knowing what it is to rejoice in fufter- | 
ing for thee. Þ | | 
3. The ſpirit of this holy Peckate, and 
= the earneſt deſire he had of ſuffering for 
- Chriſt, is plainly diſcovered in his epiſtle 

| Written to the Romans, which he ſent be- 
| fore hiin, and is recorded by S. Jerome: 
I wiſh, ſays he, I may, come to. thoſe beaſts 
ſ which are prepared for me; J hope they 
will be ravenous to devour me; I will 
provoke them to their prey, leſt they 
thould. ſpare me, as they have done other 
** : And if thay will not ſeize me, 
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I will force them; I will put myſelf upon 
them that 1 may be devoured. Pardon 
me, my children, I know what advantage 
it will be. to me; It is now I begin. to 
be a diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt; I dehre 
nothing upon earth that ſo I may find 


Chriſt, Let the fire come, let the croſs. 
and beaſts, the rack, and all the torments 
the devil can ſuggeſt, ſo that I may enjoy. 


Chriſt. Hinder me not, my dear breth- 
ren, from following my Lord, and if 
you have any love for me, ſhew it 
not in endeavouring to ſave my body, 


or in oppoſing the deſire I have to ſee 


my God: I fay no more to you, but 
that I defire to die. Being now ex- 
poſed in the Theatre, and hearing the 
lions roar he cried out, I am the 
corn of Chriſt, let the teeth of lions 


grind me, that I may become pure 


bread, fit to be offered to him. He 

was forthwith. torn by the lions, and 
his Telicks were carried by his diſciples 
to Antioch." Pray now for the ſpirit 
of this holy man, pray for that love 
of God which enflamed his breaſt; it 
is Otily this can make thee deſire to ſee 
hith;” änd fweeten all  thoſe'” ſufferings; ” 
which may be tlie happy means f 
bringing thee to him; and let the ordi- 


1 Be Purification, Oc. 


nary troubles, which fall to thy lot, be x 
trial, if thou haſt! any. degree” of "ow 
divine love i in thy ſoul. : 5 

4. This being the firſt day 10165 the 
month, offer thylelf to God, ad beg his 
aſſiſtance for this month, for the faithful 
_ diſcharge of thy duty, and amendment 
of all the failings of the laſt. It being 
| likewiſe 'a fafI* in preparation * the fol- 
lowing ſeſtival, be not wanting to this 
obligation, but by felf-denial, and recol- 
r e JON an Ne oh f | Freund Te” 


The Port on, or Cundlemai-Diy ay, 
.# ebruary „ 


dl m , 4. Lisi. a5 „% 
. PR AY for the humility of the B. | 


Virgin, who. being exempt from 
the law of purification, not withſtanding 
ſubmitted to it. Learn, by her example, 
not to value the, opinions of men: Diſ 
charge thou thy duty, and. leave the 
world to By, what it will. 


® This fall is no Gage? obſerved 7 and the Purification 
is n0W a day of devotion. | 


Dil. 


cation 
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2. Whllſt the B. Virgin offers . days! N 
her Son to God, offer thou thyſelf (and 
children) with him, begging: 1 0 Nella 
on thyſelf aud them. 

3. Deſire to receive Chriſt into thy 
heart with the faith and zeal of old 
Simeon; and beg, that like him, thy ſoul 
may no more long after earthly Fe 
but the eternal poſſeſſion of thy God. 

4. If thou receiveſt a bleſt candle this 
day, take it as the emblem of Chriſt, 


confeſſing him to be the light of the 


world, and begging he will be ever a light 
to thee, to conduct thee ſafe through the 
darkneſs and dangers of this life. 

It was an act of extraordinary humiliry- 
and obedience in the B. Virgin to go to 
the temple to be purified, who being pri - 
vileged with that dignity of mother and 
virgin, was not at all concerned in that 
law; but ſhe choſe rather to fatisfy it, 
than plead her 5 exemption; to teach 
us, the love an Practice of thoſe virtues, 


which we honour in her this day. It 
were therefore to be wiſhed, we could 
leatn what ſlie teaches, and heartily la- 
bour in our own purification, while we 
celebrate hers. She, full of grace, and 
therefore holy and ſpotleſs, goes to 
the temple,. under thy. repute of a le- 
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gal impurity; and we 8⁰ ta the temple 
with fin, and yet hating the 
chohghts of being eſteemed ſo. Is it 


therefore ſhe that wants to be purified or 


we? Have we not then reaſon to Rudy her 


Humility and obedience, that fo _ 
were her ornaments, , may 


_ remedy? Humble therefore thyſelf, dear 


become our 


chriſtian,” this day, under the ſight of 
thy numberleſs ſins, of thy 8 
impurities, and corruptions, Lad: reſolve 
on a univerſal compliance with the law 


of God, without conſulting thy. eaſes 
With 


pretended exemptions; for 
only canſt thou make it a happy Etival 
of puriſication to thy ſoul. 

See then, whether thou haſt a knaility, 
which any ways reſembles hers? Whether 
thou regardeſt not the opinion of men, 
but placeſt thy whole comfort in the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience; it would 


be happy, could thy conſcience anſwer 


favourably to this: But how can this be, 
when pride has the general direction of 


all thou doeſt; not only in raiſing thy 


Paffions, but even laying them again; 
and there is ſcarce one point, wherein thou 
ſeemeſt to ſeek God, to diſcharge thy 
duty, or even humble "thy ſelf before God 


or men, but pride ſtill has an influence 1. 


February 'td. 2213 
cn cb Bait attic, An the güde * 


of thy humility itfelf? Tis pride makes 
thee reſent injuries, and excites thy 
paſſions in thy own defence: And when 
thou apprehendeſt theſe paſſions will 
diminiſh thy eſteem with men, the ſame 
pride which raifed them, ſoon calms them 
all again? And afterwards, when thou 
uſeſt violence to nature, ſuppreſſiug that 


Z. - . Re 4 


d MF fierceneſs, to which thy temper leads thee, 
ve is it not the deſire of being thought 
humble, has a great hand in all theſe 
12 ſelf denials? Pride again ſpurs thee on 
us to complain of whatever thou ſuffereſt, 
val and the fame, at other times, enjoins 


thee ſilence, that thou mayeſt gain the 
ty. character of patient. There is pride in 
er taking place of others, and very often as 


en, great pride in giving it. There is pride 
the in pleaſing thyſelf with others praiſes, 
uld and as great a pride in ſeeming diſpleaſed 
wer 


at them: There is pride in vain attire, 


be, and no leſs ſometimes in a plainer dreſs, 

of and under rags: There is pride in being 

thy employed in office, or at court, and very 

ain; call. „4 much greater pride, in refuſing 

hou all ſuch dignities.: There is pride in vice, 
Oe and virtue is but. too often the occaſion 
0 


Jof it; In fine, thou canſt not inſtance 
any one particular, but what is either 


* 4 * 
1 2 ; ! 
11411 : 
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whe Vitiated with this inſinuatiog evil, 
. 1 5 t leaſt has a tincture of it The deſire 
N "of W 4h thought on and admired 8 
| 111 creeps into every action; thou canſt not 
lil do any thing, but there is till a comparing 
.thyſelf with others, and this is almoit 
inſeparable from an undue valuing thyſelf, 
and à contempt of them: Thou canſt not 
. Jook up to heaven, but thou haſt an eye 
ſtill upon men; and thy heart is ever 
divided betwixt what thou doeſt, and if 
what others will think of thee. T bus haſt 
thou reaſon to apprehend thy life to be Ml 
made up of a. great variety of pride; and 
| that, even whilſt thou deſignedly appoſcit 
it, it never Jas. hers but only {hifts 
its 5 

Conſider next What thy. obedience. IS, 
and. ſee how near it comes to what thou 
ſeemeſt to honour in the bleſſed, virgin: 
Thou pretendeſt to keep the laws of 
10 God, and of the Church; but how many 
10 pretexts are found to diſpenſe with thy 
compliance? How far art thou wanting 
li in the precept of charity to thy nejghbqur, 
1 by pretending reaſons to keep at a diſtance 
' = from him, to omit. all uſual teſtimonies 
0 af reſpect, to diminiſh his reputation with 
others, and even entertain à bitterneß 
in thy heart ein fm. How doeſt chou 
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ga ift ice,” vid eceiving and 

Sit. ede "neighbour, in refuſin 

or delaying the payment of juſt debts! 
How many pretexts haſt thou to tranſgreſs 
the bounds of truth, - temperance, * and 
modeſty, and negle& all the rules of order 
and e which belong to thy char 
and family? How eaſily doeſt thou 
penſe with the duties of Sundays, Ea, 
and Faſting ? How many ſhifts for putting 
by thy prayers, neglecting the ſacraments, 
and omitting many other Sefgit u Which 
God and a fincere conſcience exact from 
thee? is it not a confuſion” to thee to 
reflect how much ſelf. love, intereſt, and 
other human reſpects, prevail on thee to 
{mother all thy reaſons, that preſs thee 
to thy duty? Conſider it well, and ſee, 


thou WY Whether in pretending to celebrate the 
gin: purification of the virgin Mary, thou haft 
3. of WM not "ſufficient motives to ablige thee to 
many undertake thy own. Thou here obſerveſt 


how much thou wanteſt of thoſe hol; 
diſpoſitions, which brought the B. Virgin, 
this day, to the "temple: And though 
thou canſt never” hope to obtain either 
Humility or obedience to equal hers; 
yet the great diſtance that is betwixt 
thee and her, gives ſcope to thy endea- 
vours, to advance many degrees beyond 
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Nhat. thou tag 0 Wa it be,n 
in thy power, entirely to root out that 
_ which, is within thee, yet 
mayeſt cut off many of. its CS: 
thou mayeſt cruſſi its fruit in the bud, 
and prevent its coming to maturity: 11 
thou canſt not altogether hinder its ſubtle 

_ 4nſfinuations, yet at their firſt appearance 
thou mayeſt renounce them; and level 
all thy proceedings at a better mark 
than the gaining the eſteem of men. 
And as for thoſe rebellious. inclinations 
againſt God and bis law, which thou 
bringeſt into the world, canſt. thou not 
ſuppreſs them more than _ hitherto thou 
bak done? Canſt thou not proceed with 
greater ſincerity in all thy actions, and 
not be ſo eaſy in admitting groundleſs 
pretexts to excuſe thee from thy duty? 
'Canft, thou not be more Faithful; in 4 5 
God and thy ſtate require, without being 
_ awed by what the world will ſay or flatter- 
ed by floth and ſelf love date neglect, 
omiſſions and diſobedience? In theſe 
particulars thou haſt. a large field open 
| Low thee, . wherein _ to . Work Con- 
fiderably. upon thyfelt, and, make ſome 
progreſs, towards that ,pukcation, with- 
out. which thou canſt Lk no ee | 
this day s ſolemnity, | | 
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Bit in \ Mis Py OY not p — 4 gb 
any aUyance, but by taking Clixilt 
light, who is this day deckel to Be — 
light 6k the Centiles.”" J thou followeſt him, 
hs will be a light to thy feet, and condutt 
tles into the ways Fu humilit) and obe- 
dience, who, in fubmiffion to his Father's. 
will, humbled himfelf even to the degth 
of the croſs: By his «of thou wilt ſoon 
difcoyer all the frauds of thy treacherous 
näture, thou wilt learn to unmaſk all thofe 
vain” pretexts by which thou art ſo often 
miſ-led, and lala diſtinguiſh” betwixt the 
di enfations' of felf-love or corrupt Þt 2 Ackice, 
and the commands of God. eien 
It is for want of this lig it thou {6 "RY 
 goeſt out of the way, whilſt; as im the a- 
ſence” 'of the ſun, thou ſetteſt up other 
lights in his place; ſo in not Ae 
light of Ghrift and Hts Juſtice to direct — 
thou TubBitgteſt in kis place 4 falſe l 
and à falſe juſtice 0 be thy guide; An Ae Bo 
how many unavoidable libs ers mult thou 


obliged to Walk in is ſo very narrow, and 
art6nded' \ vit! precipices on every ide? . 
oy canſt ttiou here ofidly g on with 

any | Tafety, when thou halt not ing before 
= tlie" bit. Hſe lights, Which confound. the 
dicht, and often blind oy eyes? This is the 
VoL. IV. K 


be then expoſed, when wal way 'thou art > 
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fuading 
] enough ; and thus blind, and Jeluded they. 


tame 'miſery with, others, 
RY ſelf? 1 


true ds. of all the errors, in juſtices, 
and ' wickedneſs in the world. len go 
on in the moſt unwarrantable ways, and 


they all have their reaſons, which give them 


a ſort of aſſurance and ſaisfaclie! in What 
they do; they have a kind of light which 
ever accompanies . them, but they are not 
ſincere in examining what light it is. They 


are not ſolicitous to take Chriſt with them, 
and then the enemy is ready enough to offer 


them falſe. lights in his place; and their 
deceitful nature is too ready in accepting 
them, becauſe theſe lead to what pleaſes; 
hence many taking but one falſe ſtep in the 
beginning, it is often followed gh moſt 
deſtruQtive conſequences,” which are almoſt 


irxecoverable: And, hence we. ſee a world 
_ almoſt entirely corrupt, and even great 


numbers of thoſe who pretend to ſalvation, 
living in the practice of daily frauds, in 
juſtice, and oppreſſions; ; in moſt aud, | 


diſorders of prodigality, pride, ſelf-loye, and 


intemperance; and yet all e er- 
tbemlelves OR things are — 


ge on, till. the entrance into eternity opens 
their eyes. And how Sl thou. elcape 115 
misfortune, being equall V e to "y : 
deceiving thy - 
. haſt $9. other means to Lg 
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it, but by making choice of that divine 
light which | is this day offered thee, even 
Chriſt himſelf, Beg therefore, earneſtly, 
that he. will ever be a light to theey com- 
mit thyſelf. to his conduct; have à great 
confidence in his aſſiſtance; begin nothing 
without him; ſubmit with, bumility.. and 
obedience to all the ways of his commands, 
and. providence, and be ever on the watch, 
| that no confideration of thyſelf or the we 
draw * out For this ack ny | 


Four 1 I s Bl Joh F bunten 3. 19 97 
11% ; Cor, L 3 7. Matt. vi. 24s 27. 


Jr was biſhop. af Sehafte, © in e 
in the primitive times, when prelaey 
was the Tecompence of virtue, and almoſt a 
certain way to martyrdom : The buſineſs of 
his life was the care of his flock; in which he 
laboured with * wonderful oat! for the diſ- 
charging his O conſcience, and ſupporting 
theirs,” aniidit the dan gers of thoſe. difficult 
times: Pray that this may be the ſpirit: of. 
all the Pai and paſtors in Chriſt's 

church, and make thy addreſs to God in 
behalf of that people, who having io wide 
WES 1 | 
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ford; 


beim, are yet unh 
the church: Pray 


R pil A ly divided. from 


p 
amongſt Chriſtians, ahat all {chiſms being 


ed, they may be all of one N and 
on mind. $4: 

. The perſecution being very Gina, 
ough. he earneſtly defired to ſuffer for 
N yet he retifed into a cave, that In 


that ſhelter he might be capable of giving 
ſome aſſiſtance to his people; where being 


diſcovered, he was ſeized by Agricolaus, 


preſident under Diaclefian, and after many 


torments, put to death by the ſword: Pray 
for patience under all trials, both for thy ſelf 
and others: Pray thou mayeſt learn the 


true practice of retiring in time of perſecu- 


tion and danger; and remember the perſe- 
cution of Friends 6 is many times much great- 


er than that of enemies, and that thou art 


than the 
and While the one threatens thy 
aud the other 


oftner in danger from flattery 
body, 


then for this 
mayeſt be ever upon the 


tion -of withdrawing: Pray 
; that thou 


Watch, in obſerving the many ſnares and 


becaſions of ſin into which thy moſt familiar 
intance draw thee. Happy thou, if 
thou chuſeſt rather to lie hid, than expoſe 
thyſelf to danger; in this thou mayeſt dit- 


thy ſoul, conſider whe- 
ther in this there be not the greater obliga- 


Me SSC! . # ” * ” * * — 
* , enn 1 FLA 2 "= *. y T — ls Bray » 7 
> e * bo 9 r 3 1 on - 7 4 99 5 « > ;, 
N. n n fr 2 5 1 2 re 7 LE 8 oy 8 3 Pg 4 . 0 ed] 8 8 
„„ r PGF eo cnn 7 — 2 A 1 TL $4. S450 TL ERR 2 n e 2 7 wv EY . £537 4 1 Dee 
.. ̃ d ̃ r r,, p ñ m ñß TT K ̃ĩ⁊i rr * n 
n 7 * „e 2 2 * > SITE. 94 30s - iy; ETA N — r . ARS r a r e ee I, e T7 SEM 2 4 n 


— 1 


but thou wilt molt certainly pleaſe thy God, 


and draw down plenty of hedvenly bfeſſings 
on thy head; and is-norhis the more chrif- 
tian ” Py 
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IN * you chful years, e 
wr a pious education under his parents 
care, he ran into great diſorders, and, ke 


Samuel's ſons, had no regard to the good 


example and — that had been 
given him. It is what all parents ought 
10 remember, that though giving good edu- 
cation be their duty, and Ne moſt aſſured 


way to a virtuous life, yet it is no ſecurity 


againſt vice; but then there is this comfort 
ſtill, that their- children s ſins are none of 
theirs, not being bcaſioned through their 
faulty —— thoſe, parents who have 
been wanting in this duty, cannot ſee their 
children unhappy, but they muſt eondemn 


themſelves; 4 having reaſon to fear all 


this misfortune. 1 to be the conſequence, of 
K il 
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8. An drew Corfonue. 


we ese; they cannot rcon themſelves 
nor can they find. any true peace of {roi 
till by ern and tears, and untired endea- 


1 vours, they have either perſuaded them to 


reform, or at leaſt done ſo much on their 
P e they may hope God will accept 

it in expiation of their former neglect. 
All parents care being ſo very great, pray 
for them, that they may faithfully diſcharge 
their duty: Pray for their comfort, who 


having complied with this obligation, have, 


notwithſtanding, the affliction of extravagant 
children: Pray for all, young people of 


both ſexes, that they may not be deluded 
with follies and vanities, and for the re- 


claiming all ſuch who are unhappily en⸗ 
gages 7 in fin. 


2. God having afterwards tonched his 


heart, he renounced all his former ways, 


and entering into a religious ſtate, became 
an example of great piety; and after ſome - 


years, was choſen biſhop of Feſule ; in which 


charge he, with great ſolicitude, laboured 
to ſatisfy all its obligations, and by a life of 


extraordinary charity and moxtification, gave 


Encouragement to all virtues, An, 1373. 


Let no ſinners then be diſeouraged, but 
raiſe their hopes in God, who offers his 


grace to ally and upon a ſincere converſion, 


into veſfels of he 
forgive the greateſt offences, and nou 
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eur: He has thereyto 


is ſo provoking as diſtruſt of his got 
Make then an a& of hope for fhyfelf, with 
an entire confidence in thy God; and 

for all thoſe dejecked ſouls, whoſe immode- 

rate fears Keep! them at a diſtance from him. 

It is a good fear which makes us humble, 
and more fervent in prayer, upon the" know- | 


Hedge! of our infirmity and unworthineſs; 
but this fear is abuſed; when running to an 


exceſs, it diſcourages us in our duty, and 


binders us from making any progreſs. Pray 


for all that are thus indiſcreet, and for thy- 
Telf, reſolve to take” care lere 15 "oy Wer 
bee ex wel 2 he Fer A en 


M0 re 2a enen eee 
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1 Cen. . 2655 31. Mat. Kix. 3,1 157 * 

A Virgin-of Sicily, wh: being ſollei- 
& ted by all arts to comply With che 
ö wickpd: deſires of the governor, reſolutely 


5 


| withſtood them all, chufing rather the hu- 


_ and — of the n than the 
K iv 


of thoſe eternal goods which directed this 


— N * her 3 — 


e of b EVER . bes Ae 
made her: Fray for all: that are expoſed to 
the like temptations; great grace is neceſ- 
ſary to ſtand — them; thy charity ean- 
not be better employed, than to beg in their 
behalf who are under theſe trials. e 5 
like wiſe for thyſelf, and thoſe under hy = 
care, that worldly advantages ſhall never 
turn the balance in whatever choice thou art 
- It is hence many ruin themſelves 
and children; whilſt conſidering only What 
is likely to make them great or rich, they 
have ſo — regard 2 what is to make 
thew and happy, that they greatly ex- 

1 to the * e fo they can but 
= the other. All theſe want the faith 


holy virgin in her choice; they want that 

ſincere love of God which moved her to 

run the hazard of all that is worldly or the 

latiefying ber duty, and ſecuring by to 

herſelf. Pray thou mayeſt always do 
2. Agatha being not to be wrought 

by promiſes, ſhe is tried:by.cruelty; ſlie 14 


accuſed of being a Cbriſtian; and becauſe 


ſhe will not worſhip-and-facrifice to idols, is 
caſt into priſon, put on the rack, has her 
breaſt cut off, is breiled on the fire, and 

having gone through all theſe torments, at 


A 
A 


Ai 3 — ne 52. ben 


aſhamed to be ſo much outdone 
virgin, and pray for her patience. Pray for 
all thoſe, who wanting courage, are ready 


Pray that God would be their ſupport, and 
ſend them comfort, that they may never loſs 
their hope in him. Pray for all thoſe who 
are now in their agony, that they may furs 
render their ſouls to God with n We 
nen ys . mn e 5 


225 


for 
ſpirit under all trials, be 
by a tender 


this conſtancy of 


to ſink under the e their troubles : 


> 4 
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Eau H. 13, 17. Matz il 465 98 4 | 
Wein of 0 arch bei 5 
prehended gal \Diacle lan, e — 
delivered into the hands of two ſiſters, who 
had forſaken the faith of Chriſt, that, by 
their example and ſolicitations, ſhe might 
be: likewiſe: perſuaded” to renounçe him: 
But her virtue ſo far prevailed on them, 
that they returned to their faith, and died 
martyrs: Pray for all thoſe whoſe ill cir- 
cumſtances put them 1 in danger of being ſe. 
K v 
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| duced: Pray, and uſe thy ooſe 2 


— 7 
Ar SHIE AXES” TITTY 


may reſt bs a light to — to lead them 60 


5 — truth. Good example is more enlight- 


icing than arguments: And 


ning and e 


have a care = thy ill morals work not a 
contrary effect in giving thy neighbours a 


diſlike of what thou r for they can- 
not expect any great good from that, which 
they ſee works lo litfle good in the. 

2. This difappointment enraged her ene- 
mies againſt her, wherefore having with 


great conſtancy paſſed through many to «rob 
ments, ſhe was at length beheaded, 


thus finiſhed - a onbuß martyrdom; Frey 


for Fa which thou often wanteſt in 


thy frequent trials: Pray for courage ever 
to go on, notwithſtanding the many diffi- 
Culties thou meeteſt. Take care not to 


draw troubles. on thyſelf 'by A 81 III, for 


Tuch ſuffering is not eaſtly fanccift 1 
thou ware for any go od thou eos 55 5 
keep up a good ſpirit, * rejoice in this, 
for this is a chriſtian ſuffering, and has the 
ng; ſuch ſuffering will 


"promiſe. of a bleſſi 
certainly be crowned.” See then, t by 


Hi murmuring or impatience, thou loſe nor the 
eee en into PATE, hands. ry 
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1 51. 3E E 
Setvant 0 E God, who after  fome 
' few years ſpent, in the common 
| diſorders of the world, at. the s age of twenty 


"EAA 


| touched with the ſenſe of his offences,. en- 
tered, into a W houſe, with a deſign 
3 oying forty Fays in A 3 
Y 17 8 id ſuing for e e 
forty days h e lengthen: into three yea ars of : 
extraordinary. penance and ſancti Qity... Learn 
= ere deſpair neither of thyſelf or others, 
lin may be 1 by a life 
he gr ehe ſufficient ; 
r lincerely. tc 808 this kor ;thy- 
Ceaic not to importüne 1eaven 1 
4 05 1351 17 to thee 1 15 


0 1 
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Ln? 15 . 1 Ws Js 9 0 
| Honea diſlike 05 10 II . 79 
he as oe Oe able 3H s guilt, and re- 
= ſolves upon. amendment: But how eaſily too 
. s return again for the want of tab 


oat | St Romuald, * 


Aa 2 — for the: cure of thoſe paſſions; 
2 y rooted in him, are the 
of his mes." and cannot be over-- 
— in a moment? Habitual indiſpoſitions 
of the body cannot be cured by one doſe, 
but require a courſe of. phyſic; and ſo do 
thoſe of the mind: And therefore the pro- 
per method is that of this holy penitent; it 
is finding out ſome retirement, where free 
from all occaſions, and by long application 
to prayer, meditation, and reading, and the 
frequent visits of a charitable director, a 
ee thus have an opportunity of re- 
„im to the diſeaſe. By this 
way the moſt violent paſſions may be over- 

dome, and a true change wrought in the 
heart, without which there cannot poſſibly 
be a true repentance. All the reſt is coun- 
terfeit ; it is only drawing a ſkin over the 

fore, and leaving corruption within, which 
enten ont again; and hence 
es frequently to bin e ſurgeon, but is 
ver cured. It were therefore to be wiſhed 
ws. ſpiritual retreats were more pfactiſed 
man they are; thus there would be fewer 


bare bur more ere HEE . 
11 % Bt Rumuald, looking on h 
Warth of the many eee 


in the'monaſtery, reſolved upon a life of 
Jer granten aulbe ity, anch therefore retired 


into a deſert; wherein rigorous faſting 
Dread and water, almoſt Pperpet 

and prayer, he lived to the age offs an 
dred and twenty years, being there the 
founder of the hermits; called the e 
enſes, though not without great difff 
and oppoſition, Ann 1027 Pray for bis 
ſpirit of penance; and though thou art not 
commanded to follow his example, yet con- 


ſider, whether his example be not a Nut re. 


proach to thy niceneſs and ſelf. love; Who, 
under the ſame obligation of puniſhing — | 
ſins, induſtriouſſy avoideſt everyſthing that 
mortiſies, and art ſo far from e 
thyſelf to voluntary chaſliſementa, that b 
dilpenſations or contrivance; thou elud 
all che pious deſigns of . — 
theſe mortifications, which ſhe preſcribes for 
thy cure. Examine this point in reference 
to..the time of Lent: now coming on: It is 
deſigned for puniſſiment of fin," maſtering 
thy diſorders; and one would think the 
ſenſe of thy paſt erimes ſhould: make it thy 
intereſt to render it effectual for this end; 
and yet hom many ways doſt thou find:oùt 
to comply with ithe letter of the lau, and 
yet wholiy::fruftrate the pri 1 — 
As if it were net to thy pu 
doſt 1 fror 
faſting, by INNCCOHATY: E 


: prone ing in ger) rt re even in . — moſt 
palatable, and with little regard to what is 
allowed? In fine, how often doſt thou 5 
manage, not ply particular faſting days, 
but the whole time of Lent, that there is 
neither puniſhment nor ſelf-denial in Me 
And is not this a total neglect of the ſpir 
of penance, a forgetting what thy . a 
ſerve, and-an indifferency to all amendment? 
It is certainly forſaking the Goſpel, and the 
method of the Saints; and how then canſt 
thou expect to arrive at length to the ſame 
wchappy end, and be companion with them in 
| dale Confider- bk: N and pray for 
2E 40: ! 4 thy: Kalle, ſteps in this 
2 8 4 155 SISTER SITE TERS MEG 
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EE founder of the order of Ixinita- 
25 _— inſtituted by him for the re- 
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they may faithful y comply. wich the ſpirit 
of this ſervant of God. Aa (ei 
2. Pray for all thoſe ciation Chriſtians, 
whs are in ſlavery amongſt infidels; where 
being expoſed to great dangers, through the 
want of all ſpiritual helps, they ſtand in 
need of thy charity: Pray for all chat are in 
priſon, that God would be their c 
preſerve them from the uſual contagion of 
thoſe confinements, and Sive them grace 
to ſanctify their ſufferings; and ſee, that 
through paſſion, malice, revenge, or hard- 
heartedneſs, thou haſt no hand 1 in making 
any ſo unhap yr g n 
3. Pray for all that are ſlaves, to in, that 
by che —— of divine grace, they may uſe 
violence on themſelves, and break their 
chains: And let it be thy conſtant care never 
to be the occaſion of drawing any into this 


„III. | | SOT nd all cor- ; 


rupt di courſe, are therefore to be avoided ; 
for it is by theſe encouragements, the piety 
of many is overthroun; and thou commu- 
nicateſt * poiſon to others, which they too 
often carry With them to their grave: And 
however, in this caſe, thou — to re- 
pent, yet by what poſſible means canſt thou | 
make reparation” for the injury thou haſt 
done? How wilt thou prevent their con- ü 
demnation from . thine too? It is a 


tion, and be as courageous in this work, as 
thou haſt been e in pong on 


_— - John de Matha, . 


very perplexing cale, and ſuch, I think, as. 
ought to make Chriſtians much more .cau- 
tions than they are, and not ſo eaſy in lay- 
ing ſnares before their brethren, for the ma- 
king them as great ſlaves as themſelves. 
Lament then the general corruption of 


Chriſtians in this point, whoſe common. 
meetings and converſation are but too often 
the aſſemblies of. Satan, and ſchools: for the 


. propagating of i ini quity; . lament, Iſay, and 


beg for mercy; — if thou art any ways 


concerned, pray for grace, and reſolve upon 
| amendment; and remember the charity; of 


this Saint is the only ſatisfaction for > Gn 
ever injury thou haſt done to others: If 
thou haſt contributed to draw any into ſla- 
very, thou muſt labour for their redemp- 


mische. 
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* Virgin of Lei RM 
dme of Decius tlie emperof, for 1&4 
g to facrifice to idols, had firſt her teetft © 
with Violence ſtruck out, and then was con? 
demned te be burnt alive, if the would ner 
deny Chriſt, and accordingly was brought” 
to the firs; where having ſtood for a Pert 
time, as it were deliberating, on the ſudden; * 
puſned on with a ſecret violence of the Hei) 
Spirit, We forced; herſelf out of the execus 
tioner's hands, and leaped into the flaw 1 
that were prepared for her, there offering 
W berſelf a ſacrifice to Chriſt, Anno 250. Pray 
for her courage in the cauſe of Chriſt and 
his truths; and if thy life be not demanded, 
Vet bow often is it that thy intereſt, conve- 
Wnience, and eaſe, are in ſome hazard on this 
account? One fide müſt yield, and thou 


guſt renounce either theſe for Chriſt, or 


N Chriſt for theſe; and it is the Spirit of God 
r the world muſt determine why choice: 
UH Framing; 2 Orr commands in 


234 8 St Apollonia, Feb. 9. 


| ty heart. Thou 2 have the offer of 


preferment, of deres Tad n : 


av 


but it ſo falls out, they are not conſiſtent | 


with thy duty to God; here is thy trial: 

Pray for grace, that as often as thou art re- 
duced to theſe ſtraits, thou mayeſt-ſhewpthe 
ſpirit of this Saint, and leave all for Chriſt. 
2. Pray thou mayeſt partake of that Holy 
Spirit, which carried her into the flames; 
the action is to be admired more than 1mita- 
ted; but in it thou ſeeſt the great deſire ſne 


bad of ſuffering for Chriſt, and at the fame | 


time diſcovereſt how little thou haſt of the 
ſpirit of thoſe primitive times. All the oc- 
caſions of ſuffering are equally now the 


grace and gifts of God, as in thoſe former 


be ver there is an advantage, and fomething 


ſirable in them, to every ſoul, animated | 


with the love of God; let no murmurings, 


then, or impatience, betray in thee a diſlike Wi 
of what it is thy duty to embrace. Love, 


of quiet and eaſe is — ſelf. love; but 


a chearful ſubmiſſion to perſecution, trou · i 


bles, and pain, as the appointments of God, 


is the love of God ; it 8 offering ourftlue 2 
a ſacrifice. , If thou canſt note ſeck the oc · 
caſion, fail not at leaſt to anerk. and ag F: 


and wth SR: nr i an 
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N | Holy — alter t 4686 Benedict, OY 
as St Gregory ſays, was choſen from 
her: eradle to be a victim, holy and agree- 
| able to God. She lived for ſome years in 
the world, but in ſuch a manner, as if it 
bad been a ſolitude, ſhutting her heart and 
from all its charms, and not letting the 
confiderable' inheritance” which fell to her 
by her brother's forſaking the world, make 
any change in the method of her life, or in 
the deſign ſhe had of "going into a retire- 
ment. Wherefore ſhe ſoon followed her 
| brother, chuſing a place near his monaſtery, 
where ſhe lived in the practice of a general 
ſelf:denial; even fo, as never to ſee her bro- 
ther but once a years Thus being a pattern 
of great auſterity, and of all virtues to ſuch 
W pious_virgins, as had made choice of retire- 
meat under her rule, ſhe at length gave her 
happy ſoul into the hands of God. Pray 
or all religious, that the ſpirit of this Saint 
Maybe preſerved amongſt them; that hav- 
T F Ing — from the world, they may-not 
find pretexts to keep yet a commerce with 
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gives the world gecaſion to talk to their re. 
nw This thy charity will encourage 
them to return it — increaſe to thee, and 
for all who are amidſt the dangers of the 
world, that thou mayeſt be watchful in thy 


converſation, careful in not letting the bleſ- 


of God turn thy heart farther from 
um, and ever mindful that religious duties 
are not only expected in the cl 
muſt be the — of all that think in ear - 


neſt of heaven. Fray thus for thyſelf; and | 


this be not thy rule, ee art 
n in wack var wy 
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TX 7 HO, 5 in we perſveytion of Diecleſio an 
VV and Maximian, being apprehended 
in es gt a Sunday, where they had al. 


ſembled to celebrate that day, contrary to 


the edict of the emperor, and refuſing to 


deliver up their bibles into the hands oi 
heathens to be burnt, were tormented on 
the rack, and had their fleſh torn with iron 1 


8 p 


oyſter, but 


© 


: February 11. - . 
books; and being then caſt into priſen; with 
a guard ſet; that none might bring them re- 
lief, they there died of their wounds and 
hunger; together with a holy virgin, who 
made her petition, to take part with theſe 
martyrs, rather than ſuffer the violence of- 
fered to her chaſtity and her faith. See 
what the martyrs have ſuffered, rather than 
neglect their duty to God, or bettay His 
cauſe. What haſt thou to anſwer, who, in 
the time of peace, and amidſt the opportu- 
nities of ſerving God, and learning the way 


u hope to have part in 
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Hr was promoted to that ſee in the 
1 time of the emperor Con/tantius, Why 
when, by the tumults of the Arians, the Nn 
eaſtern church was in confuſion ; and for pr 
abetting the orthodox faith, was, by their 
intereſt with the emperor, forced into ba- 
f niſhment.; but being _ again... reſtored, he 
*S was again baniſhed, and fo a third time. 
He governed his flock with a remarkable. 
exemplarity; and ſo great was the opinion 
of his ſanctity amongſt the people, that there 
was ſcarce any other name given to their 
children, but of Meletius,. Ile ſubmitted to 
the orders of Providence with a wonderful ihe 
1 reſignation, and at length died at Conſtanti- Mei 
1 nople, being called there to the firſt general Mit 
1 council aſſembled in that city. Give thanks iſo: 
* for the zeal and virtue of the primitive Moe 
= biſhops; it was by them Chriſtianity was What 
| preſerved, and thou oweſt it to their ſuffer- f! 
| ings, that thou art now a Chriſtian. Ob- I 
| ſerve now the paſtors of the church: Pray rt 
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St Stephen, Abbot, Feb. 13. 5 2 39 


for all: : Where thou obſerveſt A: ROY '" 
ſeipline and ety, let it have thy com- 
mendation, — pray for its increaſe Where 

thou ſeeſt a worldly: ſpirit under an apoſto- 

lic profeſſion, let this move thee to com- 
paſſion, and to pray for in ſilence, what 
thou canſt not ſpeak of, without doing i in- 
jury to their character. Good paſtors are, 

a great bleſſing, and ill ones are as great a 

Judgment. It is the ſins of the 1 draw 
his upon chem, ſee thou haſt no part ip” 
7 "IgA * Ain ſequrges. | 
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A D cucated, fe reſolved upon forlaking, 
ul be world; and for this made choice of a 
1 Weſert mountain covered with woods, where 
rg 


rich the boughs of trees he made a ſhelter 
Nainſt the injury of the weather, and there 
ay in the p 150 of great auſterities of 

. praying, and faſting, to the age 
fourſcore, Ne God called him to à bet- 
r lite, about the year 1125. If thou haſt 
T pen * wary let thy life manifeſt the 5 
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wilt meet — | y e6riptitiviis, "A 
eſt bind at laſt a deeper hell, RE oth 


this wil efferz — mocet: 

yet will take thy heart from God. wy 
2 What others have rensun. 

ced, that they might ſave their ſouls; clip 
muſt either conclude them "raſh; 01 That 
thou art obliged to be ery cautions Fibw 
thou! goeſt' on. © Thou muſt"enfeavoit? fo | 
ſeparate thy heart from the world, other- 
wiſe this will ſeparate it from God and 


A 


how then will it it ever come to the e 
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= 25 — may periſh — their 


gl corruption and ignorance 0 

b* world, make their labours endleſs, ſo 
that Tecking : reſt and - eaſe, is inconſiſt 
with their ſtate, and as — a8 there. are. 
any in want of their help, they can never 
truly ſay, They have nothing: to do. Beg 
therefore, for them, 2 zeal, long- 
animity, and perſeverance, for they want 
A all thou canſt aſk of this Kind. 

| 2. If is ought, the . of this Saint, | 
chufing valentines for an encou agement to | 
chriſtians of giving a mutual- help to one 
another in prayer and other good works. 
chou obſerveſt this cuſtom, perform the 
charity, but ſee no abuſe or ſenſuality be 
| ir under this cover, ſor there can 

* 155 greater provocation than to Proftitute 
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Vol. thing * * make W 
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L cerge pen, ruſt f a Wen — 
Fetent of piety, when it is for :e imp. | 
a mere than ordinary familiarity; fer "this 
evil is ofteritimes the more dangerous, when 
the oeafion of it is leſs to be ſuſpected 
It*is/ by this way; «well-meaning chriſtians 
infetifibly brought into great ſnares; 
ene under the colour of learning the way 
to heaven, they unwarily ſtrengthen their 
own paſſions, and beginning with the ſpirit; 
too often end in the fleſn. Be charitable 
then to all, but admit of familiarity with none; 
it is che advice of 4 Kempit, and will probe 
thy beſt feeurity e e Ark 1 1600 
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66 ie chriftten faith, gen our inp 
believers upon them; by whom 1 1 

apprehended, expoſed to wild beaſts) cat 
into the fire and ſea, but being miraculouſly WW * 
delivered after OY" torments, * were 
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. ledoh bsheaded, ) and * iniſhed a 
glorious; martyrdom, An. 121. Drown. | 
their conſtancy, their courage, and patience; 
and ſince God leads his moſt aichful ſervants 
through fuch difficult ways, oughteſt nat 
e. to offer thyſelf with, patience to ga 
through thoſe difficulties he appeints far 
thee ? WW hat are all thy troubles if compared 
with: theirs ?. 76 Thou wouldeſt wil lingly come | 
8 to the ſame crown, but thou 
wouldet have it at an eaſy rate: And what 
is this but the effect of ſelf· love, a love of cafe 
and quiet here, without a true ſenſe or faith of 
chat eternal reſt that is to come, and gan this 
ſelt- love ever bring thee to the poſſeſſion of 
| him who requires ſelf-denial as an indiſ. 
penfable condition in all thoſe who pretef 
to follow him? Conſider then ſeriouſly, 


- WT what it is thou retendeſt to, and if it be 
* 10 heaven, feitender Patlenec) Rut ity, 
4 | and ſubmiſſion to the will of God, are 
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5 the goſpel- way to it the time of practiſing 
_ theſe, is in time of provocations, perſecu- 
us tions, troubles, 3 3 
ez andi diſtreſs; and if in theſe eircumſtanc 
ou regardeſt littſe what 0 0d, requires, 
ore but, indulgeſt thy n paſſions, i is not this 
at putting thyſelf out of the way of, | 


Wy and neglecting thoſe . — which)he 
7 [puts into thy: hands, and es ag well 


e When 29, God Wel call bee; to 


2. Pray for all that are under troub 
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es, or, giving thee grace 
pg and leave it to him to 
be Pen beſt for thee. 
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hair, to be een but 27 to be 
mented with hot al of oh, N cdl 
into a furnace, and into boiling 25 and 
being "miraculouſly preſerve od, "ot 
Hog beheaded, and ſo ph 40 the 
on of her heavenly ſpouſe.” And 
= not thou here taught how much thou 
art to value thy faith, and not 1 this 
to che hazard upon an eration this 
world can offer thee? 24 
de faation''of their de, — try | 
0 ing of themſelves or children, look. About 
r worldly advantages of titles, ſtate, or 
W preterments, and let theſe determine their 
choice as to marriage, profeſſion, or ſervice, 


only thing 3 «ry: to be — 2 This 5 


is not ac coding, to, the goſpel which com- 


mands before all thin gs, the ſeeking the 


kingdom of God, 2 its juſtice, and to 
be ville" eve "thing badge” for ſecuring 
n- is. Reſclde to make this thy rule for 
my |} , and all that belong to thee. If tho! 


. loſer by it, remember that ſuch logs 
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WY 4 4415 þ e 112 Aang i S 8 aide 
NE belonging to the family of Firmiliani 
Preſident of Falgſtine, in the third age 
"who 3 in his old age, moved by the in 52 


Patience of the martyrs put is deten d 


maſter's order, belieted in Chriſt, an 25 
ſo zealous in his reſpect to fach as Were 
perſecuted, that he was condemned by! his 
-maſter-to the croſs, on which he. ſuffered a 
glorious martyrdom,” Tejoicing"in the” honour 
that was done him, and praiſing God for 


n thoſe. ctfritable: office wich had brought 


him to this happy end. It is often ſo or- 
_ dered by. Providence, that the beſt propoſal 
fall” with an unexpected weight on the un- 


. dertakers, and that cheiſtions by doing good 
ie; others, draw dat incondeniences on 


5 themſelyes. It i8 t s appre 1 dil- 
; courages many from exec 9 05 ry pics Wl 


0 deſigns, and their being nde e 5 
ed, puts them by the moſt com = 
ble pr Poa. But this is nbthitiy hin 3 
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the name FIT 7 

be conſulted. The better rule 16 75 . to 
embrace the preſent occaſion. offered for do- 
Pg: and chen to depend ſo much on 

the divine conduct, as to leave the con- 

ſequencę to providence. If all ſucceeds 


embrace the inconvenience; 

Lane with ſubmiſſion and eee 45 di 
nt. will be no loſs. Ihu us, tho 
come to be. called fool; but, 


this be 
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; gy of an. 


well, bleſs God karte! and! if; yiherwiſe, = | 
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a folly. more valuable than their viſtorh, 8 
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| had deen Chiilt en earth. Pray: for that * 
happy: city, which-*being- — agal 


— — Men —— — 
— _ — 


4 


„At- uf thoſe uh 


the mereies of Chriſt, has drawn 
miſeries on itſelf: 3 the man =] 
fangs thou haſt received, and the 
grace that have been made . 25 
Mat by neglect, contempt, and ingratitude, 
thou -provoke not not the Divine juſtice 
thee: The abuſe of mercies brings a — 
account after it, and often entails miſery on 
generations. Reſtect on thy temporal and 
ſpiritual bleſſings, and ſee in what ee 
thou referreſt therm to the Giver, and pray 
for the amendment of all paſt abuſes. 
2. Pray for all the paſtors of Chriſt's 
church, that they may inherit the ſpixit 
of this holy W pray for him in par- 
ticular, under r N care thou art: And 
ſince there is no living in this world: without 
ſuffering, remember to embrace thoſe with 
joy, : which | are the conſequence of 


faithful diſcharge of thy duty: Follow 


innocence and juſtice, for Ce: 2 they 
may be often prejudicial to thy N 
ral concerns, Yap! never think thyſelf 
N loſer, EO long as as there is an everlaſt 


and ſpeak ill of thee; — God 
is the ien of thy fidelity. It) is much 
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FE 


Many Holy Hermits) Martyrs, Feb. Wa. 


beiter to ſuffer for juſtice,” than to ĩej 
the fruit of iniquity: That ig the ogg 
tule, which thou profeſſeſt; the other 18 


the way of the world, which thou art — 


Bged to renounce? Pray for grace, th 
thou mayeſt be faithful in what 580 Kan 
| antigens Pray for all hriſtiuns, fftat 


Ae eg, What is corrupt And he 
ie * | 
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We n fifth century, living in 
the deſerts of Palęſtine, ſeparated from 
dle world, and from all converſation, be- 
ſicles that of God, were murdered by the 
Ez and, by their cruelty, made ſo 
mam ſacrifices to God. Is it not ſtrange 
that theſe, Who, had renounced all the 
| goods f this life, ſhould not be more 
exempt from the [evils of it? But ſuch is the 
| order of idence, that while the wicked 
2. often — 2 034 for their iniquities; - 
juſt too have their ſcourges, either for 
the trial of their ſidelity, or to render their 
craun mate glorious. ng be 

v 


7 * 


2 ———— 71' UU—— 


. ET ON — 

7 portion, be not dei Wan 

ive, in 1 be the effect 

05 God's anger, ſince there are ſcourges 

of mercy, as well as of juſt & 3 ut ACCE 
able mind, uſing thy 


beſt and eee endeavour for modera- 
ring all impatience and fears, and ſuppreſſing 
chdſe thoughts which too curiouſſy ſearch 
into tlie counſels of God. Leave it to him 
to order as he knows beſt; with an aſſu- 
rance that it is in thy power to turn them 
tof thy advantage. I thou art in- fin, let 
them be a motive to thy amendment g; if 
thbu canſt — 94” diſprder an 
thy life, look on Chriſt and his Martyrs, 
_ and learn from them how thou art to ſuffer, 
and thus thou cinſt not fail of turning call 
to thy good, in finding everlaſting joy the 
Hug f duch forrows) wat d elonAgow Nr 
12 5, mou A Wu 
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E {Many Mariyri,. 'F 
be Lick 22155 0 firgad- n Hoff ris nf 
N Africa and Egypt, under Diarigſun, 
or” number 245 great; that their 
" fines: are known only: Ge cEufebias, 
In His hiſtory, relates, that he was witneſs 
2 2114 of their ſufferings; tat he faw 


ee 0. af | 25 
aſs Holy ae going . one tormetit 
terror or dejection, / but 

ä biremah 


ather from their tortures,; 
— he ſaw young men, in the amphitheatre, 
waiting for wild beaſts; and yet with their 
es and heart ſo fixed on as not 
o move, When lions came roaring with 
[bpent mouth to devour them. Thus by 
fire, ſword; and beaſts, infinite numbers 
were offered a holy ſacrifice to God. And 
what canſt thou ſay for thyſelf? Haſt thou 

ourage for theſe trials? Or muſt thou 
wü ame confeſs, that thy patience is 
worked in the common difficulties of, life, 
andithät, pon ordinary difappointmients:/in 
. thyſelf or others, thou art tempted: to thror- 
: uptheicauſe? What ther ought to be thy 
»buſineſs} this: day, but to lament ace : 
thy weakneſs before God; and i 2 
him to give thee a better ſpirit? If troubles 
are the. rials gf Juſt, n the ſcourge | 
of the finner, on what grounds canſt thou 
hope to be exempt ? ? — — if ſubmitting to 
them with patience, be the way to heaven, 

when art thou to begin to make this ad- 
-vantageiofrthen ? Pray for what thou want- 
1eſt; and if sthqu gart in earneſt, take ſome 
- pains. to ſtand thy ground, and be not blown 
„dom ith every breath, who oughteſt not 
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ainſt the errors of. hg rel Was, by. the 


to 2 — 2eal. "The conknendatin 
8 ate Was his courage, Q 
when - hereſy | had fo animated the —— 4 
| "_ — no other crime than to 
wn the, truth, nor any other executioner 
than their rage. But this was no terror 
n;., Who knew the victory he had in 
dying or truth. Give thanks fer tat 
i diſtipguiſhed this paſtor from⸗ 
| Ac others, + at: that t ime, 3 
upon this P es beg grar 29 
125 ter hoe, genen all ſuch 9 
T. thou. mayeſt fee what — — 
4 c 


ar 


_ commandments23//the erged; and that thy 
one will be no advantage; if thou 
greſſeſt other. 10 What, chen if thy 
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faith be ſound, | is 22 for vireue Þ ot . 


if tf thou ckeſt part. with viges- Sn 
couragem at by thy ill . en 
art at * WI. - and what comfort 
Will it be in hell, i ou art damned f 
ſing and not for obſlinacy in errefꝰ?ꝰ 
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Day: in! memory o of 'S.*Pet2h: 


Sathuke tips, this followers ef Chile Jess 
firſt called chriſtians. Give thanks for che 
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propagation of the goſpel aD the Gen,, 


and Pray it may be eil more and more 
enlarg „ for the enlightni gall thoſe h 


in eicatar doth Yoopls: 'of the” Fat 
 theirmiſery? is great under che Turks 4 
my in having the” childrem of ther 
byvels violently taken from ther tobe red 
up in all the errors of Mabomet, and becoimie 
eee of ChriRtendom: aher 


See at Antioth,” where) a 


* wiel erst 


*. Sp er- all the'Prelares in O 
church) hat as they ſuceced tlie Ap 
8 dor they may be abirimed/wittiak Ap otolle 
t, in renouncing the — its 
way and applying? themſelves wholly to 
good of their flock Pray that none 
bach be admitted to that dignity but fuch as 


are truly qualified for the charge, and called 
f God as the Apoſtles were. In chis all 


thereföre it 


* are concerned, 


ought to be daily part of their prayers. 
Pray likewiſe for the Church, for its eſta- 
büſhment in peace and unity, ſor the reme. 
_ dying all abuſes, errors; and ſchiſm that 
8 wok e and r 21 
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Ti a ay of preparation for the f 

feſtival, and ſuch as expect the . — 

af, heaven, are required to fit themſelves for 
them. Our great indiſpoſitions are pride 
and ſelf-love, — theſe are belt cured by 
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faſting * — Fat then 9 that 
there may be ſome ſelf-denial in what thun 
doeſt; and if thou art juſtly exempted from 
gation, there are other mortifications 
by Which thou mayeſt anſwer the deſign of 
the Church. Make it not, at leaſt, a 
of liberty and diverſion, but let a give 
place to recollection and prayer. 5. 7 11 1 
elt being alſo the day of! 8. Milberg, 
daughter to Aer dad, King of the Merian, 
who, out of à wonderful — 2 — 
mercy towards her, in bringi 
heatheniſm to the e Nuk, 
a monaſtery, where ſhe lived —— 1 
years, an example of wonderful piety, ani 
then gave up her ſoul to God, An. 722: 
| Learn from. her what thy acknowledgments 
to Be, for wt mereies thou haſt 
received; for if chok: doſt not make the re- 
turn of them to heaven a life of virtue, 
thoſe very mercies w i roy de thy greater 
condemnation. Pray fay thy country, * 
all that are in error; if thy charity does 
nut daily extend to theſe; it is à ſign thon 
haſt not a true ſenſe of the mercy God has 
donecfopithee. WT ο̃̃ 202% + n BE & 1 * 
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are called to that holy f n. tis '3: 
2. He was choſen by heaven: Pray that 
all of Wat eee; may be the — 
Ik: ls 21 e 1111 At 15 17113 Oi! 
203. He was didſenzo Gill the place of * 
Conceive an humble diſtrult »of-; thyſelf, 
and tremble at the fall of an Apoſtle: Pray 
for heavenly ſtrength, that b by it thou may- 
eſt be ſecured 55 the ſad effects of 
human — „on d 5961 1; bag 140 
having fallen from the Apoſtleſhip, 
kei is be ehoſen to fill his place q two are 
propoſed, Jgſeph called Bar/abasy ſurnamed 
the Juſt, and Ansa, The Apoſtles join 
in prayer, and beg of God to determine 
the n; and the lot fell upon Matehibeis 
and he Was numbered amongſt che elexen. 
An excellent method and direction left tb 
All ſucceeding ages, for the choice of perſons 
to eccleſiaſtical functions, and contains, Firſt, 
a*coridetnation of their raCtice, ho, upon 


was an Apoſtles Pra for all that 


it f 
* whom it — . 
favour endeavour to make ſuch — 
whereby they — be called and preferred 


at all ſolicitous to lock out for the perſon 


— 24 or 25. 20h 237. 
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to all others. Secondly, it:refles with as 
ſevere a cenſure upon all thoſe who having 


theipreſentation in their own hands, ate wot 


whiſes qualifications render him. moſt ca- 


| pableicof the charge; but only, conſider. 


how their own intereſt hes, and 


way 

mbity ſerwuceable, not to the good of the 
chufbkr or flock, but to their own private cen 
cerns. Hence it is, ſome relation or nephew 
to: be gratiſied; ſome child to be diſpoſed 
of; and if there be none of theſe, the — 4 
is adb t ſuch a friend, from whom there 
5:2 proſpect of ſome advantage. Nom all 


this s a contradiction to the method left us 


by the Apoſtles, and to all the goſpel; pre- 
ſeribes. For as to thoſe who offer themſelves, 


and ſolicit for benefices, their endeavour is 


to f the lot on themſelves, and prevent ll 
the determination of heaven; they wait not 
to he ealled by God, as Aaron was, hut take 
the honour to e 3 they 9 not 4 
22 Chriſt, as the Apoſtles 


to place the favour, that it may be 


woe be inverting the +0 order of. che 


a ie iber We 2 — 1 aL 
2 lay Not. to God, Wan Tax 
Spoſtles Qflende quem  elegeris.;. ſhew whom 

thou haſ choſen, uy but have their their eye only on 
human motives, and conſult their +Intgreſt 
—— coming to a reſolution. And is it 
| | the church i 18 ſo ill. prov e ,of 
Miniſters, and r * —— wp 

| to whoſe ac- 

count maſt * ill conſequences and Tean- 
Hals of ſuch, Proceedings be placedz but: to . 


_ Apoſtles, take no care to provide a Mari 
forf the fall of a Judas; but ever run t 
hazard of filling the Place of one Judas v 

another? 2111 0 1 SHUU SETS 51139 5 5 
4+ There are other; ill, conſequences. of 

undue method, though in a leſſer concern; 
as in thoſe, ho are leſt in 2 ] Ae 
: mating and ſupplying of 183 and ae 
choice of perſons for- places ,< 
whereas all thoſe, , who are thus 4 


have an obligation of ICC, ger to — 
beſt, diligence 3n-provichng e ed 
for anſwering the Hl, the.,t A 


very few are there, who, have any regard to 
bus rule of juſtic n, lt in all nominations, 


4 1 4 5 £ 
a 92999 ; o 
| enerally [RT a 
| 1 ; . 


N Hogs "of "the benefit, för une . e 
tended}; © but even expoſing the v. 


who,” being obliged to conſult God in alt h 
des, and to ſoheit for his grace and Uirec 
Hon! that he may refer all to His oncur And 

ſory, and ever make this the end of al His 


ber the centre of all his foes 


Seed EE ds bh os. oo oo it Ae be de ee I Wo os 


t abr ih or intereſt Ever derern 40 | 
err choice? In this point ther. ery 
great abuſes; and moſt intolerable” injuſtices 
ge eps not only; 0 milaf pl fing "the 


2 1 Fs 


thenilelves to all the infurles of 'covel 
and rapine. - In which method ther there 18 A. 
great weakneſs, if not wickedneſs of ma 


ions; Thats" his eyes againſt mw ny TY ith 
bt <enſidering only ſome pi er 
1 , drives wholly 


30:2 264" wav endelig Mer bh" 
chr ge meet With fo many —— 


ſccſd very kttle fruit of pious donations 
| A een F and that there are ſo mary 


abuſes in all public employs; both in chu 


and ſtate ; When juſtice: and duty are ſo 


Sen rally n eglected, God ſo commonly left 
wits and alk thihgs managed by the dife cen 
of private gain and interet : 


Tis this is the root of che greateſt! diſor- 


r * | in lie 


Vr 


carry on thing Aer 7 ani 
ond} Aae, with = 15 God's Fan 
and their own ete ood: The greateſt 
| res men are queer I prevailed 1 y 
bafer motives of ſeckin 2 
and Whel they cannot make 95 Cee 
able to this end, are moſt Se 1 28 
t, and let the cauſe; ſtarve, 8 L 5 
eannot' thrive by it. Thus either open or 
ſecret covetouineſs i is at the root of all eyils* 
it was that which caſt Judar from his 2 55 


ſhip, and carryed him to the b ng His 
maſter; and it is that which ou 


* 


5 a an mußt be a 
a very — influence of - ſincerity,” truth, 
and virtue, to eſcape” being drawn'into theſe 
Mares: For ſelf love is 'fo-very ſubtle and 
ingenious in finding out reaſons favourable 
te hat it deſires, that without great caution, 
ir inſenſibly leads men, under the cover of 


ang — and juſtice, into — of 


. beyond all what they: have. before 


hy p proce 6 ig 
too often, on * an affected 


rtiality, 


eee e to be lod 


into, are, found to have 3 ſuch things, 


which raiſe wonder in all ſober men; tu 
think how perſons, otherwiſe: of | ſuch 


principles, ſhould be brought to conſent: to 


what is mean, unworthy, and often unjuſt 
to; their neighbours. This money- matter, 
A 1 take to be ſo dangerous, that 
ng body can paſs for ſecure, who has not 


t. to oblige all others 10 a more than 
: nary. care, when they Come into the oc- 
caſions of the like danger; that ſo no mo- 
iyes of private intereſt, however fairly paint 
ed. over, may be able to draw en = 
he, obligation of truth and juſtice. 1 
Fe 50, bor wk the lefſon of this day, chough 
PRnc; y directed to Eecleſiaſties, and ſuch 
Sheng, 1 right · of preſentations comes how< 
ver i908 the W. of as 
fax as they are intru money aſſairs 
af of the wife in regard to her huſband 
of children to their * of ſtewards 
"gy manner of ſerv: ir m 


tried; and the falling of ſo many, 


* 


* * - 
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of | lawyers 1 to their clients; of overſeers and 


>. * of 
* IAI 1 2 8 Ar 


a8 have any ſort af truſt in ng to what 
they have undertaken; there bein -None of 
thele but what are under; a gteat tie of fide- 
lity and juſtice, and are expoſed to many 
ations. of tranſgreſſing their bounds. 


br 


Here then, Qui 1exjftiniat fe flare; Videut 
cadet.; let him that thinks he ſtands, fee 
— 9 not + 1 let all beg for a powerful 
grace to ſupport them againſt 
private intereſt ; that ſo they 
way be able to. give .an account of their 
ip. And becauſe there is a like 


| tone in all other chriſtian duties, andethere 


is no ſecurity, as St. Bernard obſerves, either 
in heaven, or paradiſe, or on earth; becauſe 


* the, angels fell from heaven, Adam from pa- 


agile, le, and Fudga/from the ſehool of. Chriſt; 
let the memory of this day inſpi 


a diſtruſt of themſelves à and put —.— 
Working out their: ſalvation with fear; and 
_ trembling; and moſt eee re 


ning Him to their 


alone is able to ſecure them 5 gal 


gers of their on — and Kn he 


before them. Domine, Solva not, Penimuc:: 
Lord fave us, or elſe we pexiſſi.. Thus let this 


day's devotion be concluded with acts of a 
moſt profound humility and "deans: and an 
entire confidence 1 in God. 


*om. a. Aa 


* 
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hs his time 3 and ftanding 
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NN ſecretary of ſtate t eee 

'*6f Cinflanroncgls; and her ſon Con/tantimy 
he was nominated to that See by Paul the 
Patriarch of it, who touched with the ſenſt 
of his weakneſs in having thrice ſubſcribed 
to the errors of ':the”conbelaſts; » withdrew 
inte his cloyſter, that he might there do 
penanee for his raſtmeſs. Being conſecrated 
biſiop,” - humility was remarkable, in re- 


nouneing all manner of ſtate and ſuperfluity, 


both as to table and retinue, and not admit- 
ting tlie leaſt ſervice in his chamber from 
e Having that always in his mouth 

and prafticeg that he eame not to be ſerved, 
bit toferver”” His charity was great to the 


poor z his zeal of diſcipline in reforming abu- 


ſes, both Sw clonwyarid) people wonderful; and 
nis curage apoſtolic in oppoſing the errors 
up againſt the 
ice of his Prince; Who caſt off his 
Napreßs for — and took one 


of! Ber rade of honour into ber place; for 


whidh this — a the? eps ya 


55. _ 232% yak” 
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a 


ſufficient reaſon to „ pray. Pre | 
paſtors : Thou fſeeſt: At what. they all 
ought- to be; if they are not ſo, it ought 


. a debe the fubjoQ' of thy anker, but of 

thy prayers and tears. Their ill example is 
the — of ſcourges upon the flock ; give 
3 af: r -_ a. God. to e thy 


oo 4 Ta. 46. an 


Wikies 1 4 lexandria, whoſe promotion ö 

to that dignity ſo exaſperated Arius, 
then a prieſt of that * and reader of 
ſcripture, that he ever made an intereſt 
againſt” him; and oppoſed whatever he 
preached to his flock. ;.. principally in that 
point of the Son being equal to the Father; 
from whence that [hereſy had its firſt riſe; 


which afterwards 3 ſo much confuſion 


to the church. By this prelate's zeal, Arius 
„ 7 2 „„ 


was — oem Ld Able 
at een md he Rage fte comfort of 
ſecing-his ſentence chnfirmedByſthe gbneral 
council of - Nice: -- Arik — ſtill co be 
received again into» the communiot of che 
ran g but this: biſhop, who knew this diſ- 
fiquiationg}. defended his flock againſtizthis 
vwoll;, and having fully ſatisfied/alt thetuties 
of, his charge in ni old age made whap 2 | 
end. Having! recommended: to God all he 
paſtors of his church, and beſceched him to 
pour forth on them the ſpirit of this prelate; 
caſt. thy eyes. then an thyſelf, and ſee ho- 
faithful” thou art in ſatisfying the many duties 
of thy fats 1 bee e eget, 
N — bring a heavy wi 1 of 
conſequences on thoſe who ſhould, be more 
watchful and tegular. There are great miſ⸗- 
chiefs in families, as well as in the church. 


, Thomart unhüppy if thou art the As 


„ 


there; nd delia ſtill if thy nie slect a = 


favourable hs 2 Farb that Is { 10. 
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_ of Seri in Ben 2. man 15 z 
eminent piety and public ſpirit, that he” 
forgot. himſelf, when the ſervice of God and 


His flock was before him. His great afflic. 1 


tion were the errors of the Vifgotht, who 


were all generally inſected with Arianiſm 


but his prayers and tears were ſo powerful 
with the divine merey, that God in a ſhort 
time made him the inſtrument of converting 
to the catholic faith, not only Hermenegildus 
the king s ſon, who died a martyr by his 


father's cruelty ; but likewiſe afterwards” fo 


tar prevailed with the father, that the care. 
of his other ſon was committed to this pre- 


; late, by which means tlie whole nation foog. / + 


after renounced” its errors, to the great com- 
fort of the whole church, and of this pre. 
late; who having ſeen the fruit of his labours 
full of joy, departed this life in the fixth 
century. Let the bleſſings attending this 
prelate, move thee to pray, that a like ſpirit _ 
may ' animate the prelates and paſtors of 
God's church. And let his zeal raiſe in thee 
a compaſſion for all thoſe whoſe obſtinacy in 


Many Holy N * 267 ; 


vice and errors keeps them out of the way of 
ſalvation- 8 Thou haſt a horror ot . * 

leg or brealt cut off, or being witneſs | 
public execution : Such objects damp "hy. 
ſpirits ; what is this tothe: conſideration ofß 
ſuch vaſt numbers running into hell fire? * 
Pray that God would remove this blindneſs 5] | 
labour by tears and penance to move 509-0 

to mercy: And let no joy remove this g 

miſery. of thy neighbour from thy heart 5 

that thou mayeſt be ever mindful of * 
compalinn and EY Wat | is 2 to . 
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Many Holy Pricfte 40 Duane FAY j5 
981 F. er 1 28. 4 } FJ? Ie | 


was.” ** the city of dlatanidrias 1 
its ſins, lay under the ſecurge of a moſt 
ſevere plague in the third age, expoſed their 
lives for the ſervice and comfort of ſuch as 
were infected; and the charity of many of. | 
them being rewarded with death, the church 
has thought. fit to honour their memory, 
making but little difference, as Ezſebius ſays, 
between ſuch à glorious death, and that ok 
ce martyrs: Adeo ut i/tud martis 115 quod. 
* 


4 
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Propter | incredibilem pietatem, £. robyſftam fdems. 4 
7 {ciptebatur, ni nihil a ſplendore nartyrii abefe 
 witeretur. © If the church has this value 
this generous charity; learn thou to ſet 4 
value on it; and praiſe i it as far as thy cir- 
cumſtances will permit. There are frequent 
occaſions of giving comfort and help to thy 
neighbour; as many as are diſeaſed, affſicted, 
or in priſon, call upon thy charity, and : 
whatever thou canſt do for t 1em, either by 
viſits or money, Chriſt takes it as done to 
himſelf; and has promiſed himſelf for thy 
reward. Happy a, if this charity be the 
. buſineſs of thy life; and happy too, if what- 
ever time thou cant {pare from dther buſineſs, 
be employed in this. Is how much better 
account will this. turn, than that which is 
given to idleneſs, unprofitable converſation, 
and divertiſements? Learn only to raiſe thy 
thoughts above nature, by offering what thou 
doeſt in this kind to God, and thou. wilt 


certainly lay Pp for thyſelf Ares in 
| heaven. ; | 


Bray 28 or 29. 


aft bang the laſt day of the month, ive 
thanks for all bleſſings received: 2 
mine into the ſtate of thy ſoul; ſee what 
thou haſt amended, and what thou haſt yet 
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| Was e o& a city in Wales, 
then called Menevia, and now of him 
8. Deng, in the time of King Arthur, ac- 
cording to the beſt hiſtorians, about the year 


Sk. our Lord 494. Pray for all biſhops 


In Chriſt's church. Pray for th; count 
"that God would in his merey (4 remove” 
crrors and ſchiſms ; and eſtabliſh it in the 
unity of j its primitive faith : And let the an- 


„ 


cient Briiain have this day a part in ty 
FIR being the firſt day of the mot ch, 

conſecrate it by. a ſincere oblation of thy If 
to God and his ſervice. Beg his blefling on 

thy (elf, and all that ven to thee; add 
beſeech him to accompany thee in the diſ- 
charge of all thy duties, and to preſerve thee 
{rom temptation * ſin. 


b 2 yy 


4 
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St. Cead, March 275 EY 


Hs was biſhop * the Merian, about the 
year of Chriſt 664, a man of . 
n $ is recorded by Bede, who, as 
lten as che affairs of his Hock, would give 
nim leave, ever retired into his monaſtery, 
there to apply himſelf more cloſely to God. 
1 his dioceſs always a- foot, and 
| f holy life, with a holy death. Pray 
45 al KA prelates of. Chriſt's, chure „ and 
in particular for thoſe of thy country, that 
mb y word and. example they 7 may. be 
ghts 69 the faithful to lead them into all 

th and holineſs. Pray for the | people of 
a, nation, that God, would ſhew. mercy to 
Fo in removing Mile judgments,” and rai- 
* Ne ae poſtolic 7 pirits, by whoſe zealous 
55 abours, vice and prophaneneſs may be ba- 
3 niſtied this; and, and all be Ka united 
oh one heart and one 3 SP 


R ** 
— ä — —— - — 2 " 


_ bythe judge, to give in his anſwer, whether 


tation, laid His Hand on "the goſpels; a 
Which the Bifhop faid, Go, be nir and 
_—_ not. but ok will give thee ſtreng th. 


he would have. Marina, without an Theſi- 
ve 


Nadel io 2 
now . is the 1108 goſpel. ice offered; P 


tereſt leave the golf a; tranfgreſſing all its 
maxims to make their advantage! And what 


when the loſs of heaven, 1 is the fruit of thei 5 


e Officer. of the y Hy A+ un- 
der Valerian, who being accuſed for his 
faith in Chriſt, had three hours granted him, 


he would Lacrifice to idols: When the Biſhop 
of Ceſare taking him by the Band, led him 
into the church; and holding the book of 
the yolpets in his right hand, and with his 
left, pointing to his ſword, With which he 


was girt, bid him chuſe, Which of the two 


then with the courage of a Widier 
br n his NCR he Was forthwith bes' 
g Hi e büt g aiming 
el. To gia Bop | 
"ah how 
great is their number, who for temporal in- 


promiſes of 


is their gain, when accounts are made Ps 


injuſtice? Follow. thoy: a better rule; hold 
the goſpel in thy hand, and go no farther 
than thou cn carry this with WF pig any 


bh. 
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„e * 3 
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"Why 


advantage be offered, and the condition of | 


. aer for a moment. 


with the auſterity of the deſert; in faſting 


pęor, and very jealous of every thing, that 


Ne 04+ 


at 


st. ente An. 1493, March 4+ . 273 


the purchaſe is effending à againſt the truth or 
juſtice of this ſacred volume, renounce the . 
al, for this is giving heaven for earth. > 


i a a N * | = . W by pop Fete 40S = Is . 
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St. cal An; 1495: March 4. 490 
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Som e \ Cafmir,, King of Poland, 72 21 
dg all the ſoftneſs of the Court, lived 


and ſackcloth, even in his youthful years. 
Hewas eminent for his charity in relieving the 
diftretled, ſo as to be ſtiled the father of the 


could à poſſibły be prejudicial to charity. 
Pray for all thoſe, who live amidſt the dan- 
ers, of the court; and in partieular for 
1 that being God's vicegerents, they 
may encourage” religion and virtue, and 'not 
permit, that general depravation in perſons 
attending them, by whoſe prophaneneſs, ir- 
religion, and luxury, their courts become: 
, the. reſemblance of Lell, while the power of 
God is in the throne. Fray Hkewiſe for all 
M * 
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St. 
1 N of qui f both ſex ho that 


Aid "Mice 1 
Honour of their birth, with ſuch di be. 


Kings; with'which they are encompaſſed above 


2 Merch 4 


= W ene 5 . 


employ not their” youthfuf Vang 
dangerous Hollies,” 211 fully not 


ble Practices, Which male them the worſt ;f 
faves; and render them 'contemiptible | 
to God and man. The abuſe of thoſe VId- 


their" neighbours, will be one day à vet 
Heavy: charge; and it will be an aggravation 


ef their hell,” to have all their imperioufneſs 


and pride trampled on by devils. The 857 


Wes el die Lein in charity, piety, "an 


penance, is the only chri on ale 
it is this will raiſe all that Follow it to the 
honour. of ſaints. The eccleſiaſtic 
of the year, calls all now to it; p ſee thou 
— it heartily, labour by an exact ob- 
ſervance to make ſome atonement for all paſt 
follies, and never remit thy endea Meuse 
thou a pin a Wld change in ch W 40 
18 ; 983: -) ES 3111 1011 | fg: n 
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* being Mew the as of St, W 


2. Pope and Martyr, who wil put to 


Aesch under this Eper Faletlah, An. 2 


giying his life for” Chriſt, | er he 120 
Vigoroaſly ' oppoſed the errors of the Nova- 
Hans, _ under any name, of chriſtians o 


2363 11 * r 33 10 : 314 12 2 . 


| % 
** 


2 "left FY e for ſin 7 


Hains in preparing for it. 


N ralmu, March 5 ; 27 * 
pant Hod 7} „ ne Ba - 
b N al God, as to. deny 

7 P in, to..thoſe that had. fallen 

alben. Aptum. Give thanks to the Sooaneis 
0 ho inviting. ſinners to Him: has 
iſe. up thy heart 
With a firm confidence in this goodneſs for 
the pardon of all thy offences 3 but: ſee hen 
rtenounce not, the Novation error with another : 
a8. pernicious as theirs; and, hilft th 
thinkeſt not pardon, too. great for God to 
grant to men, take care thou eſtegm it not 
O. very, hittle, as not ta an _ Golly 
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ordan, ſu fered very 
much from wi. aſſaults , of the devil, 
and, by. FT ſnares was..prevaile on io take 
part with heretics; but being reclaimed by 
8. eee he entered into a ſeyere pe- 
" NANce, of Be Je and humility, obſervit g= 
5. Others joining, with him, an entire 
ſlence five days In the week; and on them 
.pdmitin le no other 190d but breads datee, 
and Water. He would not permit thoſe 
M vj 


* St. 6 2 II 


under his rule, to warnetheir water, being. | 
more appreheniſivei 6a” "of dil 


n canes : 


— < Ges” 
E r 


| _ eipline, than of their Uo; * having 
| before his eyes eternal evils, che inconvea 
| nieness of a life that was to end, "weighed 
i nothing with him; this made him ſeem 
| er#, *that he miphr-ve truly charitable ti | 
ö mer. Eu tis meched of martification and 
| prayer, he made his way to eternity, and 


enticed igte it in the fifth century. Ler 
=. ther example, ho are above thy imtation, 
| | exeite in thee” x reſolution of doing ſome- 
[ ö thing for overcoming thyfelf: if thou U 
makeſt inclination and the world thy rule 
' » | thou' forſakeſt the goſpel, which — n 
thee to renounce both. Thou muſt deny 
thyſelf if thou Wilt be Chriſt's diſciple. 
Reprove not the rigour af his diſcipline, 
becauſe a remiſsneſs in obſerving diſcipine 
is the firſt ſtep to the greateſt Aiſorderss 
Nliceneſs, fell. love, 2nd ſloth find reaſons 
for "diſpenſing with it; but whillt enemiek 
N who Will pe friends to them 
ſekves mu alt not ſhew favour ie their argus | 
ments. $5 $7. een 4- 249995 rtl r. 
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* Biſhop of Cinftantinepleim the time | 
of Falens the Emperor, who being an 
Arian, favoured ſo much that party, "hat. 
there was no profeſſor of the orthodox and 
catholie faith 3 — violence. It 
was a commendation of this Paſtor, that he 


ſtood a courageous aſſerter of the truth, 


when ſo many: Prelates, throw h- weakneſs 
or error, abandoned its inter But the 


greater grevter pro roof of his zeal was, that he « 


this charge in that eity, . Wavy A 
he could expect nothing but trouble and 
perſecntion from the great power of the 
Ariamt. But God- was net pleaſed to fa- 
vour that people with ſo great a light; for 
being forced into baniſhment, by the Em. 


perers command, he there — himſelt 


for a better life, to which he was called in 


the fourth century. To aſſert the cauſe of 
truth, in difficult times, requires heavenly 
courage ; beſeech God to grant this to all 
the Prelates of his cha reh, that they may 
venture all rather than prove deſerters. Aſß 
the ſame for thyſelf; and for daily prattice; 


„ 68. e b 


—_—— eare thou be not - awed by | authority 
' or affection to Join in oppreſſinig innocence, 
= Juſtice,” or truth. ©: *Tis too common a weak. 
neſs to let applauſes and reproaches be re- 
gulated by what the company expects; thou 
canſt not follow this tract without going 
out of the way, in Praiſing 2 and e iewn, 


. 


whiat deſerves it not. Let j uſtice and tru 

de thy rule in all caſes; and permit 'no 
conſideration to draw ther from it. TI 
rule will Mr nd for e 
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oy thi oringer "ark lat. take! FR 
36] ww wards "Fs relations 
8 im, and, by all arts, endea- 
voured to diſſuade him Lom iH p. pious 5 
ſign ; but prevuiling notlling, 3 £5 a lon 
. confinement, he made his cap, and r 
turning to his monaſtery; finiſhed ect 
before he had begun. Pray for all thofe 
- who! ——— a. religious Kate, at! they 


3 hip . 75 an - 279 | 


M undertake. wit on the beſt motives af s 
God £1 honour,.. and ſecuring their eternal 
Tot. Thoſe. parents are to blame, who op- 


7 poſe 7 againſt. ſo good a work 
5 and they are more criminal, who who force their 
1 children to. ſuch, A. ſtate: There would be 
8 few. of theſe, were there no other 2 
0 but driying out of doors with a ſtick: 

10 ſince, I home .uneaſy.; to put bop - 
K eing N abroad, there are more fall 
ny under this cenſure, . beſides thoſe; who- bid 
8 their children be gone. And this i is an evil 
5 which deſerves thy charity. . 
2. Having: applied himfelf to ſtudy, he 
arrived to that eminent degree of learning, 


as to be called the Angelica! Doctor. He 
began his ſtudies, Aa with prayer; and 


be es penn daf dificule places of Holy 
x7 Writ, he added faſting to prayer; ſo that he 
454 ever acknowledged his learning not to have 


-{ | been the ſfect-of his dene but the bleſſing. 
N heayen. Follow chis method as far à8 it 
fi Aan within thy ſphere; and ſince reading ſpi- 
ritual books, is a common duty, this 

de. always with prayer, that ſo through e bleſ- 
fung of | eaven,. thou; mayeſt receive benefit 

= what ou 4 N to the improve 
at ment of. thy ſoul. Fail not to do this 
8 often as thou takeſt the H. - Scripture 
ey in hand, that ſo the ſame Divine Spirit, 
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Which" was . the | may 
bre in * it, ane ſecure thee 


_ that they may follow the method of thi 


4 and cannot *eafily _ . out 
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. in writing it, ma 


T4; 


nt the ill effecks ignorance, pre- 
fümption, ot raſfinefs. Pray for all uni. 
verſities, colleges, and places of learning, 


0 
8 


Saint, in taking Gol for their helper in 


ſtüdies, that they may labour to advance 
in virtue as well as learning, and with 8. 


Thomas's firebrand, chaſe away | all incen- 
tives to loofeneſs and impurity. It is but 
an ill preparation for the care of ſouls. fo 
be bred up p in a 'coutf re of luxury and in- 
temperance, "and no ſmall Kandel to clirif- 
tlalls, to ſee their ſeminaries of learning to 
de i Seh of vice, in which they take t ir 


arts, but it is of more h. 


tha are 
. OO for ee 8 >: 


3. 70. yolky' Ueki of ne 0 ts 
fn. the year 204, being commanded to 
facrifice to the Gods of the heathens, open- 

proteſting àgainſt that imp offered 
chenafelvcs 1 ſacrifice to Jeſus 1 Chin, and 


_ put in prifon, after other cruelties, 
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their Keith, and in particular for thoſe, who, 
like S. Perpetua, in their tender yearn! have 
their - own parents ſoliciting them, by all the 
arg! uments 0 tenderneſs and Lied if 185 e- 
nounce cha oe they owe, to "and | 
15 ruth. This is a g N dach 1 
requires 7 power Tþ 1 . to ſtand 
faithful iy 5 . whilſt” the charms, of. na- 
ture, of flattery, - and love, ate more dan-. 
gerous to tender fouls, than the 1 of 
moſt. cruel Fray then for all un- 
der this temptation, that as this Saint upon 
10 bee n of her unbelieving father's | 
'- grey hair an |. embraces, and her mother: 
„ tears, could be, prevailed, on (o renounce 
ber faith, fo they may and unmoxed 
858 a wal all "like attempts, and venture all 
mg = ap 1 50 before that of Io. Wh for 
ith thyſelf a, no ,motves, f fleſn and 
0 2 make thee tranſgreſs th 57 1 2 5 
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150 ferve nay 'the temptations, and thou wilt 
10 | find thou often, a yu ak. 3 
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X as the: felt 


as it is recorded by Bede. Pray 
country, 


8e Felix, March 8. 5 
9 fem Buden, 


preacher who converted | 


i the Eaſt. Angler, to wit, Norfolk and Suffolk, 


to the — faith; and was afterwards 


| ſhop, Where, after 4 =o 
life; he 81 a happy end in the ye for l. 

No 
give thanks aer in thoſe apof 
men by whoſe labours God broughtTo'gre 
a bleſſing to this nation, and befech fHm to 
revive" a like ſpirit in all thoſe who futceed 


in their charge. Pray for the paſfors of 
chis nation, chat God would 'animate chem 
with true zeal for the good of their on, 


that they may feed chem both by word an 


example, and be no ſtumbhing- block Tod 
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Tran wat. 10, 31. Mas, xi 44 K. 


: 1 thy N "Noble W nr 8 3 tn: her 


. +. youthful: years declining all the _ 
_ vanities. of her age, placed her comfort in 
e and prayer. Pray for all of her 


X and age, that being. jealous of the 


gerous entertainments of the World, 


1 not open, their hearty: to ſuch 
f G ee which alienate their minds from 


od, make them in love with follies, and 
7 — not afterwards to be worn out but with 


more pains than, it it may be, ey 8 2 


1 d to take. 


b. Ito! Being afterwards 1 LY "a. g 
| planee -with. her parents deſire, ſhe. became - 


4 great example of piety to all of that ſtate, 
carefully avoiding all public ſhews, enter- 
tainments, and the common divertiſements 
of the age; employing in prayer and the 
charitable aſſiſtance of her neighbour, what- 
ever time ſhe could ſpare from her family 
concerns, wearing nothing but woollen, 


and ever zealouſly labouring to diſſuade 


a — BE. ae. 5 r a 


Der Cat wag 


284 1 Frances, 


the Roman Ladies from the vanity of 
their exp | 
women pray, Firſt, That no exceſs of 


ed 


nſive- dreſſass. Let all" 


ſolicitude for their family may take 
off their hearts from making a ſolid 


proviſion for- eternity. Secondly, That by 


the love of -ſhews, entertainments, and pub- 
lic diveftiſements, they neglect not the care 


of their families and their ſouls. Thirdiy, 


having done their duty to their huſ- 


| bands in ſuch a decency of attire, as he 


requires, they may do their duty to modeſty 


and chriſtian humility, in affecting no 
Þ dreſſes For the pleaſing of ſtrangers. eyes, 


or gra 15 any vain humour — the being 
more in E With themſelves. In fine, 
That in every point, 


ey may avoid all manner of prodigality 


duty; chat what can be ſpared from "the 


family, and is allowed them, may be the 


relie 'of the diſtreſſed; and that they work 
out their falvation by a patient ſubmiſſion to 
the difficulties of their ſtate. Let them ſtudy 
virtue, and pray for prudence; tis by 


theſe only they can be qualified for the well 


diſcharging the many and great duties the) 
have on their hands; *tis by theſe they will 
3 prevent miſcarriages in their family, 


at leaſt, be eaſy under them; it being 


DDS 


exceſa; that humour take not place of 
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a grea 
. ten of their figs} Þ that bag 


Saen de ruin. 157 Ns 259th eee ISI): 

3. In her — + ſhe withdrew into 
a religious. family, Which the had founded; 
there —— the remainder of her days 
in extraordinary 20 ns 6 maine 
and penance, lane no farther into th 


World, than for the relief of the poor, com- 
fort of the afflicted, and help of the ſick, in 


whoſe behalf ſne ſtooped even to the meaneſt 
offices, and in this method of charity ended 
her days, An. 1441. And ought- not all 


widows to pray, that this may be their 


example? If God has been pleaſed to deli- 


ver them from the ſolicitude and ene 


engage. 
ments of the world, if he has taken away 
their preſent comfort, ought not ſuch a de- 


hverance to be improved into a holy ſolitude, 


in letting the concerns of eternity become 


now their /buſineſs;; and placing their com- : 


fart in God, inſtead of man? Truly it 


cannot be doubt: but ſuch as are left 5 
with any tolerable proviſion © for life, 
have à great opportunity of ſaving" their | 
fouls; whilſt having experienced the va- 
nity - and uncertainty” of this world, they 4 
have time given them for making ue 
of this knowledge, in the purchal of ; 
MX better} and to neglect this, muſt be 


criminal even in the en Na I. 
9 ry 7 | 
them a double guilt, ſuch as renders them | 
contemptible: to all obſervers; and betrays a 
kind of obſtinacy againſt all the deſigns of 
the Divine mercy. Such as theſe have reaſon 
to ſeek. for Wer by: oh e and 72075 thou | 


n * | 2 
LE. Ea wot alt nol vert elowoa 
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Forty Morte, Mareh' 0 lame, 


PS ot nt 


Hel. i. 33, 39. Luke vic Yr BI 
x. APRLY: were forty ſoldiers, who ae 
che year 313, being apprehended' in f 
PE, city of Sebaſte, in Armenia, under the 0 
Emperor Licinius, for being chriſtians, after ; 


many torments, were condemned to ſtand in 
a frozen pond, there to periſh” by degrees, { 
though with the temptation of a warm bath | 


near them, into which they might be ad- q 
mitted upon renouncing their faith. They 
all heid out with courage, except one, 5 
who ſinking under the torment, purchaſed q 
relief . the denial of his faith; but his 


— 


place a5 on D U Rn 
rin g himſelf a chriltlan, eie | 
pond,, pt became one of the forty martyrs, 
whole: 3 is honoured by 8. Baſil, „and 
In Grego ; zen, in their ſermons. 
Pray BED mama under all: dlfficulties; 
thou haſt often trials, and as often wanteſt 
patince; when wilt thou become a true ſol- 
dier of Chriſt, and ſtand thy ground, when” 
thou art affaulted ? Be aſhamed of thy own 
weakneſs and inconſtancy, and let not, for 
the future, every petty trial overthrow thy 


reſolutions. Pray then this day for new 


ſtrength of mind, confeſs thy infirmity, A 
F humble thyſelf befare thy Lord, and beſeech 
him to afhſt thee, that whilſt thou honoureſt 


l his ae hou. mayeſt improve daily by 
Is their eRamp 
| 2, Let the ll of that unhappy one fill thee 
with fear of thy own weakneis, and diſtruſt * 
of thyſelf. * aſſurance haſt thou, that 
1 thou 1 God more than he did? Canſt 
chou ſhew greater, proofs of thy love, than 
he, in the variety of his ſufferings before his 
fall, and yet he falls at length; a jailor 
takes his place, ſuffers what the other . — 5 
not, and caries away his crown. Humble 
thyſelf therefore, under the hand of God: 
Era thou mayeſt not be tempted above thy 
e * offer thyſelf to all trials, but with 


8 


And — Fg 0 — — 2 
may be thoſe; very perſons whom thou con- 
temneſt when called toit, will e l 
im ſufferi en een ee reg 
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| "HOSE be in che. pe rſecution. 0 Ae 
minur ſuffered at Porters fry 48 rulated 
by Euſebius. Some were laid on coal td be 
tormented with a lingering death? Others 
ſtood unmoved till their hands were * 
ſumed in the . rather t than 

vi d to idols? Orh 
particular inſtinct, caſt. en out of 
windows, and into ri that they might 
not become a prey to the violence ered: to 
their chaſtity and their faith. Thus did the 
fear of —4 God powerfully work in the 
hearts of thoſe. chefans „that they found 
comfort in the greateſt worments; and choſe 
any. death, rather than to die to God: Such 
Was the power of juſtice and truth in them. 
3 deſireſt 10 i thy ſoul to. this 


5 happy 


ww. 


; happy auer San ter here chat true 


t colt ſhelter 3 in ; — * 2444 art not in the wa! 


thou ha 


80 for ICt . ruth 1 in all: caſes, a 


. . dez all thy dealings : 
ighbour'; and tolerate. not n 
r others, a; cuſtom of lying, for 
of 2 little g gain prevails on thee 
10 * 1. 0 if for vanity, or Clearing "if 


of, givi thy life for that cauſe, for. whic 
alf 6 ttle regard, as 0 ach Agent | 
it. for na trifle. e thy 5 _ be to 
ffer icon veniences he ſake 
and true; thus in 197585 7 
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e. e e ſanckity, be Was atter- 

ward 8 Abbot, and upon the death of, P Cs 
| lagi %,...choſen | Bier 675 ke ok this : 
„ker ee \, Wonderful, wüntr, 
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1 ah 
8 ving Es of 
all hy were in 1 at, "and 1 "neigh- 


ng vilages, BY nd 8 hy . ks { 
| of them at his table'; - and thou H 
fition of b dy. . 


was yery "rows Int 
in 1 1 0 1 
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all the a Be a, at ls ; 
wn 12 Fo and revenues r f 
abuſed to upport of vanity ws £ 
[- may not ſtudy their own eaſe . conve- 
peru l for the 7255 their 
flock, in regulating 8 g 
** to the laity of- the goſpel a ane 
relieving the neceſſities of the oppreſſed =} 
poor. "Pray! for his preſent Holmeſs, t 
God would direct and g che ho 
diſcharge of his duty... d f le 
2. It was this Prelate, who'ob me 
Engliſh youths ſold at Rome for Javes," and 
underſtanding their nation to be yet heathen, 
moved * 2 ſent 8. Aughſftine, 


4 


f Len of 
it being converted 1 8 — Infidelity 
920 55 he is | 55 5 tl 4 | 95 8 
Bede, the Apoſtle f En Give | 
thanks for the ee f Fe” "Goſpel" thus 
big in to this nation; Pray for Nh eſta- 
bliſigient of it, and befeech Almighty God 
to remove. "Ih obſtina CY prejudice, and 5 
blmtäftels from all deluded phe and ſolicit 
ing 1 2 ar in their behalf, who. ee 
m. Pray likew wiſe for r all the Pastors 
105 1 ae that they" may faithful 
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we en VICE and" err dan that 1 . 
wolle d give 4 bleſſing to or. N a mm 
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ER. ahr Was aha ar pcie 
Aman in the co,ů- of Teodofs the peng, 
ger, after whoſe death going'with' her mo- 
therivitoFeyp2)helenteredinto a | monaſtery 
atiFhebasy of great Higour amd piety. Her 
9 dead, er to the Empe- 
ory Che had tent fer her to marryla perfon 
N 1 11 | 
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. « gli, deſiring his leave, TOY 1 
| en Jeſus Chriſt for her fpo ſe; the 3 t 
(. hive no other provided for her: Wübel 
| requeſting, that all the eſtate left her might 
be given to the poor; the ſlaves be ſet at liber- 
ty, and all debts be telakd to ſuch as owed 
5 them. Being thus ſettled, her n 
Büſlnels Was in the meaneſt offices, ur carry 
ing wood and water; her "faſting was incre- 
ible, the eating but once in four days; the 
temptations the” ſuffered - were: ſevere, but 
the overcame all by mortification and prayer, . 
and n theſe exercues ended her life at the 
of thirty, in the fifth century. This 

£ mot be't V metliod; but yet thou oughteſt 
not to go contrary to theſe ſaints; if theſe 
n the world, thou art not to love it: 
If theſe were afraid of ches and iſtate, thou 
_ art not 8 think them thy happineſ 3 if theſe 
1 their "6wn' Wills, 7 . — 
d of thy on if theſe loved labour thou 
art not to- e idleneſs?: This is not the 
diltinetion betwixt religious and laity, but bf 
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od and evil chriſtians. Whilſt then thou 
ew in the world,: remember, ſalvation tis 
a much thy buſineſs, as f the religious 
Aid ce they go N ecle the Salpel, 
thou canſt not be ſufe, but dy coin ing as near 
1 "them as gs: ary Fable. j In £ ono teln 
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ref \ Two Hermit, Martyrs, | re 6 , oe}. ® 
Tides, fifth ceny who the L gs, | 
— ang: people, waſting many places, 
and ſhewing a particular averſion. to religion, 
carried their perſecution even into the defert, - 
where they ſported themſelves with the blood 
of Surdnus an abbot, and ſeizing. on. two Se- 
Hitaries in their hermitage, made their ſuffe- 
rings their entertainment, and faſtened them 
ſtoſa tree, Where they Hung alive, all day, 
and at night gave up their ſpirits to God. 
| Strange method of Providence thus, to per- 
mit cruelty to reach the deſert But where 
is this injury for thoſe ; who are daily fighing 
forchea en, to be ſet forward. in the way, and 
to! have that work finiſhed for them by 
. another's hand, in a day, which they bad 
been labouring for many years? Death gan- 
not be eſtsemed a pam{hment, but where 
the love of chis world makes a foul unwilling 
or aftaid to leave it. Ib can be only, in theſe 
.| uſihappy; eircumſtances death carries terror | 
Wich ite For to a foul that loves K d defires 
the poſſeſſion of God, it cann . be. real 
trouble to be called to the ons of 
N * 
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"if 1 to a . 3 in 750 10 
nica, in the third century; her r neſs 
F - obſerving her great fidelity, her Bumihty d 
_ Patience, ſuſpected her to be a chriſtian 3 d 
upon 2 being ſatisfted” of the 


Wo e beg n to treat this x oor m id with 
| NIE. 5 rity, hoping, by this e to 


make her ” quit her religion; but finding her- 
ſelf diſapf ppointed, The was 100 tranſported with 
rage, 7525 taking up a ſtick, The beat her ſo 
"It till The expired under the cruelty? of her 
blows. ' This eonſtaficy Was o admira le, 
that the Church as thought fit to make a 
early memorial of it on this day. Thou 
Lell here the great advantage that may be 
made of Whatever thou ſuffereſt for! «hy 
oy ts Hkewiſe that patienee in ordinary 
; tende of life is che belt e 
0 Srester trials. Neglect not ocaſtons 
* if feen that ſo ou mayeſt engage 
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Soda = Aae e 3 
eee en This day: ought, ry of 
e 1 N TPO g here the 


example and 8 they may learn earn fidelity 
1 8 they ertake, patience in all the 
lk *ſeate; and conſtaney in 


"Faith, ami Whatever difficulties Na cir- 


nces bring up Lis 
 eafily | de 6d bos N . and 
dane may raiſe 0 05 out of this 8 of 


Ane We as plain, paſſiq 
neglect theſe r be loſt, 15 750 
| their ſervice here. be N by, git eternal 
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1 50 1 1 W II EL. 
iron tg ortuning hi 
te marry, though he knew not how, po- 
"tively. to contradict . them, vet when the 
time appointed was | come,. he. withdrew 
2 from them. in a diſguiſe, and entering into 
da ſolitude; he was o charmed with it, that 
nei perſuaſions could oblige. him to quit; it. 
Having :lived thus many years, a neighbeur- 
- aig Biſhop, knowing his fanctity, nenen 
1 from his cel to go and.preach, 0.4 


N iy 


N \ | . fs & 8 2 8 . "1 4. * "4 


3 who! 8 E 5285 Jin ily had AD all 


: called to this combat, he ache to that 
People repentance ind fach in Chriſt, and 
they ſeeing no hopes of bein ng delivered from 
tis imporftunity, reſolved ts ſtone him to 
death, and having done it, as they thou ht, 
x 8 e wg 
* Horepeating tile fame lefon tb t em, 

they again repeated” their- ervelty; 4 n 
Grp ard ume, When they left him Tor « 
But God "miraculouſly preſervin his life, he 
came again with a 80 Lal: aK Which, 
being touched from heaven; . they Teceive 
ther faith of Chriſt, and were baptized Z bt 
dhe returning to his” ſolitude; after man) 
years of great ſanity, there ended his days. 
And may. not his ne - charity, be an 
 encourapemient to iN pate 85 in War endea- 
vbufn of reclaiming loft thee May it 
not be a' dect to these; not to be 66 
 hafty in defpairing of thr amendtbenk, who 
ſceiſi as yet deaf to all thy advice? Have Ren 
a true compaſſion for all in fin and error, let 
thy charity to them be untired. Perfcve- 
runce is 4 force upon heaven, And ist the mant 
popexful perſuaſive upon . keatts of men! 
(A if, at Lat, they n thes not; Yemen 


ex; thy charity is not loſt; he be fruitful 
i» $5 fl en He 4 rg” Toes fs: 
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"Ne in, Greet, Britanny, and aer 
"(0150 Ok. years Apent in the exerbiſe -of | 
£ xfraordinary.. pety and. penance, . was Or- 
dained prieſt, and then biſhop, and ſent b 
pope Celgſtin f into Ireland to preach the pe 
bel Which be performed with ſuch fucceſs, 
that, che nation he had found infidel, he 
lived to. Tee. wholly chriſtian; and * ſo 
plent aful a haryeſt, "ee amongſt his people 
in the fifth century ; 3 from which: time that 
People, amidſt ſo many revolutions, has been 
„S conſtant. to. the faith received from this 
; ÞF elate, eir apoſtle. . Pray for all thoſe | 
wipe ike this, prelate, engage in the apoſto- 
lie like, that the bleſling of : heayen 
ever. attend their labours, in the converſion ; 
offfouls from the darkneſs of vice and error, 
tothe light of virtue and truth. Pray they 
max prepare. themſelves to be the happy in- 
ſtruments of che Divine power - and; good 
neſs, by the method of this ſaint; nat by 
indulging | themſelves in a life of ſenſe anel 
eaſe, but * the Preſeriptions of the 7 
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na courſe of true iet | and ſelf-denial and 


own lives may de no Feprouth „ l 
ample of the doQtrine th Seach. 

2. Pray for "that © t * People, which received 
. their faith by the preaching of this b 
dt God would: give them patience: under 


All abuſes, and Rving up ie chat ti rut] 
| 8 been taught. 8 en bod 
„3. Pray, in thy own behalf, foe! a — 

ng Rumble ſpirit, -that no humour. or felf- 
lee may render their endeavours. fryitle(s, 
| yt car for thy good; that ho ill hab 
0 authority of cuſtom or practice may har- 
1 by heart againſt -thoſe impreſſions, 
Which are the effects of the Divine go. | 
and deſigned to bring thee. to the level of 
cke goſpel. Reflect on tbyſclf ſeriouſly, and 
Tees? 'whether'the want of this holy diſ 
de not the true reaſon, thou reteiveſt ſo Mtle 
benefit from hat thay Heareſt or! weadeſt. 
9 Howeper, raiſe up . , 
and believe al. grace and power, by Which 
whole nations have been converted, i 18: Auffi- 
1 Gent alfo for thee: - Deliver me, O God, 
from an-obſtinate and: heart. 01 
Ai L421, Yigg vel idee Holm 2113 101 (Hof 
"|: Þf kei ger 955 n ns UOTSNIS 510M oft 
13 | Res lens ai Hic 
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nist aich 0 ert 301 70 think tt: 
ING of the; Weſt . . 
2:7 inp” opt ueen Alfred, in the 
ps — Pray for all riſtian -Kings Kings t. 
God would be their protector. 9 5 
e being alle parti y; of 8. Alaander a 
Biſnep of Cappadecia,' "nil going to wifft tlie 
3 8 Was ſolicited by: Narciſſus then 
of 


Jerigſalem, but! dilabled by: age,, to 
'his c adjutor; to whom, by, particular 
F . el rio from heaben he es and aſter 
bis death ſucceeding to Hi Abe 
50 after a gruel 


Driſonment Þrought to Cerca, and there 
1 dee is in the third century. ff Pray for 

ln he Paſtors of Gad/s1Ghurehts Ibu 
aher be fenſible how much they Rand in 
_ -» Deed oÞ the divine graces, Lor ſatisfping the 
"Infinite duties of their charge, and Now. Fer- 
Hictbus, their ill example or remiflnels, js, to 
babe Mock: Let Hy charity he anſwerable 
to their necalfity AH think nt ugh progers. | 
loſt; for the more public thy piety is, it is 
he more 5 8 l ber 
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| virgins, pray. gh the Divine protectior 
7 al; temptations, and ſnares S ed 
* 5 5 matried perſons pray for conju- 
Hty, Which is not only injured by 
ws; 2 th x 6 hg mutue al fidelity, but by 
2 GH aue. 2 cabs i * wt. $ 2 


Barge of al I, dy lutie 
6 . ont | hint bak. 
i , DAVE. Ee, of Eat, 
wanting in ne partofgheir 
e pline ee 


2 1 lr Ple I bg) | 
9 
5 it | 04 <2 22 0 20 be. irgin 7 
; N er FR FA father, to have 
Wonne 1 gd made Mals t 
infar . and ſecure. oth 

t che e — | 


n 


St. Toſeph, March 19. 355 


| en | 
"ham =o ngs. and pro hets, had. 10 | 
ſee, but 5 was hot whey) bu 5 Gs n 
not only in ſecing, but in hearing, in carr: 
Ing him in his arms, in embracing 
and fesding lim, and being made the de- 
poſitary of thoſe divine ſecrets Which 805 
committed to no other. His hte | 
gen written by men, but by tlg Holy 
chimſelf, who has left recorded in the 
mis moſt confiderable tions and 
be our hap ppineſs in this ſtival 4 if we can 
Yarn fme_ of thoſe gres let ear 
. le. EF e 5115 111 Us 
And * ſince the care of 1 Was by 
hd Fternsl Wiſdom, left to 7 humble tradeſ- 
"man, hive, not here! all of that | 
alſo» alt Houſekeepers 4 | great inſtructioh 
15 fanckity/ and ] ts pt is not to ? 
1 ws, | Property Io 8 
ondition, alſo is 
the new lad it is 
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. ng g for veg, e 
rar Tit; Na ay, fines 
Ae Him make choice ef fach an Hbödé, the 
' Eilfividt Aut a Ns 5 1 
ure not AppTG 5 ecra ed | 
— en ede *has Mkt Fareed if 
#2 B00 Ife. js + ae nl heit < 
ee eu Wiel tHer" toil, ſeaſon” 
with daily prayer, and! Kaub It By a K. 
eate. wee eee 155 God, in "the 
| e of che "du 105 al 


excluſiom from araciſe! Sm 2 t 
be queſtionedd but theſe gend ke 
| for ahe' don of th ergoin 
ment „than theft ters. 
lving at cafe] feed on 8 
met broue, and hon diſpentſe the WW 
Nay, fince' — ey that ch 
primitive chriſtians WhO Rüdied 1 
perfection; töok 4h this" Kbvorions' ante 7 2 
tential part; finite che Kpoſtte Fler on 
. K. zar Kell 


funds e 
ag i Bo rage: leay Paw er 
being with ſuch the Divine Jeſus delights to 
"gel And; if -hetbe'not alway ys. with them, 
2 y. may be aſſured!,it is bt f their dabqurs 
t e him; thence, but Aber 1 
"of ne in neglecting theſe, 
not content to depend on their induſtry And 
Paine, they make yſe of lies, frauds; and 
ultices, whereby to over: reach their neigh - 
1 1 enrich themſelves by wronging 
„Were it not for theſe unwarrantüble 
methods, 1 Know of no ſtate thaf might be 
more. fayoured by heaven than that öf la- 
during chriſtians; would they but renounce 
mY e be diligent and faithful in 
L x; callings, . keep up diſcipline, ob- 
0 a their times of prayers and other ſpiri- 
tual. duties, they might be ſo many families 
"of inn, have Jeſus their companion here, 
nd. their juſt. rewarder hi gereiften. 44; 
u we have: from. this 
aint, in . his conduct to the Virgin 
when, having reaſon to queſtion her fidelity, 
he thought. of leaving her; but yet in fuch 
[ ee, and, Without noiſe, ab to cat 
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_ een ny Or. 1 0 [What 
they; apprehend: blameablę or unjuſt, 1n;their 


2 be r would be well, could wr derer 
admit of any diſadvantageous thought or 


cion, in regard of our. neighbour, but 
we ſee in St. oſeph, how almo ſt impoſhble 
ede not to fall into theſe uren but 
\ haweyer, it is in our power to d 
bees againſt ſinful part, by rejectin ng 
Ahoughts,-25,not |belongin sor 
a Jeaff by. impoſing, an eternal file e 
- our of; ues, by never making chat the 
r f oth e ee in Which the! ge- 


puntation of 0 n ee It is ſome- 
thing Re at fo, often: e experiencing 
; as We. all do, the miſtaken and . „thoughts | 


of others, in —— of ;ourlelves,. we are 
not more ſuſpicious ef the juggments 
are too apt to make in the concern of;oth 
and yet more 
niee in, every thing that tauches us, we are 
206-2 * I forward in bringing our neigh- 
- bour. on the. board, and making his failings 
the; ea of our — and 1 * 
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b this consideration, Pur. a ſto 
_unchatirable mclnations; in doing: 
vage 10 0 Anais 6 than we 5 
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 theniſelyes, than' in thoſe they: cenfure with 
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| 1 tion of their ſtate ; 35 and the expreſs will of 


es St c, 


thing from. 1 gonduct f tus (11 
cularly ; remarked - in a Ie. 1 pol) 
| being more cautious, in à point Where. 
In our 'neighbour”s reputation” and. our own i -: 
1 fouls are! fo very much « d; ſe n 


5 exer to let all that alone; which 2 not 


* 2 


. "to! us; 60 Prevent 1 ſuſpicions As, much; as 22 
"he ig i via NTP Pring that in public W + 
l 1 r 8. 75 go * This 

he Wes: 4 


1 ea we 150 « fm, TY t 
"ae his 1 8 to the ol Ph od, in 
_ quitting his 2235 A and home; and 
NGO "into. E 7 r the preſery tion of MW - 
Jeſus: Which 1s $. an auen to paſkors « of N 
de care they are to have in Preſerving 3 
Jeſus in the fouls of, as many as are under i «: 


ther. charge; and that for This they are to 
| I fare no pains, nor be of ;expofing 10 


xemfelves, Hot only. to inconvenieng 8 
10 dangers too; becauſe this is the be 


: 
1 
God, Who requires it from their hands: And 1 
3 i pay loſe Jeſus. n their neglect, the 
. ill be anded fr rom them. Tis, an 1 
enen likewiſe to all the faithful zof M &« 
"i. . are W on. the, ſame gc- 
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Oe) there very 0 ew Who at ſome 
"ibis other Ate not obliged ko yentu 
Erbse ificonveniences, even 77 5 forfaki 

parents, friends, and home; and ſeek 
elter 1 0 0 e Tor the ſecur! 
ber faith ts Jeſuùs; 3 Proof 

bein his diſciples. Whe oy there, At! Len 
18 ndt put to this trial, for 
1 is 4 good "conſeience,”” and 5 5 1 5 
--vituois fe? The. we "16 1 
company, friends, and converſation, le 
many ways to fin, that whoever has not 
learned to fly, and venture all the meonye- 
nieneeb of ſach a flight, can never preſerve 
Jeſus long in their. ſouls :- And this muſt be, 
- though there be no other profpett, but of an 
Exp. before them, where they are to live 


4 alga of friends or other ſuitable conver- 
lation But what" then? Thoſe he Will 
azard all- this” for the lake of jelſus; and 
n his laws; will find alk "theſe 
| A Lene rts abundantly faj N in the 
Pon of him, and that in Tofing- all they 
gained afl. This is the i, Arche; of 
Hal; "this is the command of forſakihg 
nr Chriſt's fake; and of loving 8. nothihg 
; mere . Him 10 often Rechen in the 
and laid down for the foundatidn 
of Ven oy" and whoever" has not | 
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In. dife e 1 5 their TRL towards 
e children, in giving them god inftruc- E 


854 "good example 5 155 Ko 48 25 
rec uires. eſe at t lick Hands; and 80 

5 155 © Ir Nh 6 Ge part is. not cont ky d 

4 00 Th ak biene but may, Y 

5 De "the loſs of ther childrens fo f 

1 Ar of theſe Auties, 18 one of the J 

be Ree of of — 3 corruption ot 


arch 20. VB 5 309 
f 


ce 2 . 


youth 5h 8 whole care ought 10 
< dee dh 8 er for „ by. 
one n them ne of vt 


and Keeping , down” oa 
its growth, train them up, in 
maxims of the w fre 10 them to 
thoſe things 'whi 
pride, and ſenſuality ty, "and 1 785 An. 
early knowledge of 5 W maſt 1 2 1 
unlearn, or elle periſh. 1 Ne vY adler 'of - 4 
it. Tis this unhappy ' wake" 8. John | 
Chry/o/tem ſo long ago” lamented; N 
after having” eonfidered the ſokcitude of © 
parents in 'procuring for their children what 

is wholly ſuperfluous and unprofitable, and 
neglecting what is neceſſary, condemns them 

as their greateſt enemies, and contrivers of 
their not only . wal but eternal misfor- 


SY If thou haſt an 
BY timely. 12 855 it 
r.; let not we 
. by t fold reaſon , 


nat rally Orr 
not 15 ng 
exefare are parents put 


5 chem, pr raden ently, to; moderate and over- 


e and de res 2 
me . 18 


St. Joachim, in 1 


"them "IEF L 


bd 

; * 
2 — 
14 


A f 
$13 * 


hes: if thou delt not this, 
"porerning, - "permitting | 
be governed. by them; and in this MW 
ying them of N t Sa benefits deſigned : 
in the parents care; and expoſing WM | 
them to the i 1 A A their on 
weakneſs, e and paſſions. Pray for 8 
remedy againſt this important evil, anch ff . 
thou halt 20 part in it pray at way for thoſe 
that have: Tie a, point that | 
| univerſal rity 3 tlie public goc 
falvati e fouls very = 
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his parents, and obſerved. the cor- | 
ruption! of the world, he reſolved for better 
ſecutity t withdraw -himſelf from it; aud 5 
having faund a deep. cave remote from all”. | 
inhabitants; he. PHY into it, and continu- 
ed there for the ſpace of three years in prayer, 
mortification, and faſting; none being dy 
to bis retirt ement but one religious man. 
[whoſe care it was to ſupply him with bread. 
Oer ay thy" prayers in "their, ene 
re efigaped in ele finful cor: api of" t. 
word, "and beſesch Gol 10 inlpine Weib 

ith the thoughts of retiring': Tis Tmprace 
icable for all to hide themſelves f in 4 een 
by Oy. are hone S * who have it not in their” 4 
power” to withdraw ran” fro e e ch of the 

ak leaft, as is ke theilt the Tminedl n 

ecafion of ſin. Thi am are ſtri ietly" oblige” 
o, and without it all t oughts of repen- 
ance are but TuperfiGs ial and counterfeit. 


is true this” cannot Be done without great 


* 


ay 


2 


1. 


| 212. St. Benedict, 


ſelf. denial and penance; but is * not true 
- too. there. i is no po LLD ility without theſe of Clif 
_ etipaging from any finful- ſkate; or obtaining 
" pardon of fin? Without a ſincere change of 
fe there can be no converſion; and if no 
converſion, no repentance; Where chen can 
be the hopes of pargon ? Great reſolution 
and courage: is neceſſary for this work ; beg 
God to give. theſe to all ſinners... Locale 
well into thy own, fate; and as far as thou 


ſeeſt penance and the forſaking any part of 


this. world neceſſary for thy amendment; 
reſolve heartil 
Thou haſt the examp Je of faints, "and the 
church at this feaſon Fitting thee in it: Let 
no niceneſs nor felf-love; link thee! to thy 
ſins, and hinder the effects of mercy: Who, 


en ee? 


0 - 2 2 1 Til PP © Cf bet © WP 
i" wp Being. 


off] fir AS 7 
? overed a gth | in "that re- 


e be! was obliged "to quit it; but 


however lived ſtill in ſolitude, and 'rerhitted 
nothing of, his uſual rigours; and amidſt 
theſe it. Was God tried his ſervant, permit- 


ing 4 im, to Be aſſaulted with moſt Violent 
very lively and 


_ tempt: ations, Which were fo er 
_ prefling, that they Ne in his imagination 
thoughts' of kiymg by all, and returning 
into the worth B | Being therefore jealous of 


3 and K, . of, the dan. 
ger 


ie til u upon the "Undertaking it. 


,0ws if thou 8 another e 


& zy 


as 5 
nm.. WE AaY 


wo 


— „ — 1 ĩĩ as 
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- Mw: | : 413 
ger in which th 6 he 100k poo 5 


repelling force by force, and going i be 
field, laid himſeif down in the midſt of net - 


tles and briars, and rolled there ſo long, till 
the yew on of his torn flaſh had quite{extin= 
guiſhed! that fire, which his 


that time this holy man owned, he was never 
moleſted with the like temptations. Pray 


ſuggeſtions of 4 malicious enemy; no. if, 
though; the moſt retired, is exatipt from 
themian eng way qr other, and at is very 
bubirſome co ue ſoula, to be thus per- 
ſecuted 3 not only a- diſcouragement, 
but we ene e carry thoſe, who con. 
ider chem not right, to the: very: brink of 
deſpair; and therefore they ſtand-in need of 
ee e their dire 
diffigulties;, to give them aſſurance, that 
temptations are this trial of their fidelity, 
give them opportunity «of exerciſing many 
virtues in humbling themſelves under the 
hand of God, in making moſt earneſt appli- 
adatiqn to him for his aſſiſtance, and obliging 
on them tea more than ordinary watchfulnęſs 


ng over all their Wa n 


of prejudice: abbie>doukgi: though they were a 


an- laſting as their lives, except * with alikir 
ger Vol. IV. O 


enemy) had 
„and thus the wounds of his bed 
became che Sure of his dying ſoul: For front 


bor all thoſe, ho are diſquicted. with the 


ion under theſe | 


Va. - wa 
own. wn Latrare poteſt, ' mordere non 


1 25 niſi volentes. Let them on] be careful 


follow 8. Paul's advice; Tentatio non 

5 apprehendat, nif humana, not to run un- 
adviſedly into danger; and as for ſuch 
temptations, which are the unavoidable con- 
ſequence of nature or their ſtate, to truſt in 
God; who will not forſake thoſe, whom he 
thus e OY but give them grace to im- 
prove under their trial; Faciet cum tentatione 

L 7 proventum. Which 200 all is to be ex- 
pected in thoſe, who, ſenſible of their dan- 
ger, by diſcreet mortifications, are ſolicitous 
to oẽj come. But this requiring the grace 
of God, pray for all that are in theſe diffi- 
culties, that God would be their protector | 
and comfort. And if thou art at preſent in 
| Prepare, at leaſt, ns. the day of 


3. This holy man, eminent for his ſanQity, 
was after this importuned by ſome religions, 
to be their abbot, and take on him the care 
of their "monaſtery ; but not reliſhing the 
rigour of his diſcipline, in which he obliged 
them to live, they ſoon grew weary, and 
. reſolved on a, wicked expedient of removing 
him, by putting poiſon in his drink: But 
God was pleaſed to diſappoint their malice, 
and deliver his ſervant by miracle; for upon 


his making the ſign * the croſs over the 


5 
1 
; 


ſo that, without any ſort o 
it may be concluded, that thoſe families, 
which are not orderly, are not virtuous, at 


March Fro : bs 37s 


laſs. it immediately fell in pieces; and 
| being informed of their deſign, he took. 


is leave of them, defiring them to make 


choice of ſome other Ker more fit for 
their purpoſe. Going, 
| he. was ſoon followed by many holy 

.and after having , promoted 'a monaſtic life, 
and eſtabliſhed a rule, which has fince 


brought forth many great Biſhops and 
Popes; after having wrought many miracles, 


both PR bodies and ſouls, he made a happy end 


ear 542: it being about the year 
pr en he retired into the deſert. Give 
God thanks for his extraordinary favours be- 
ſtowed on this his ſervant ; and pray*for all 


the religious, of his order, that the example 
of their founder may be the rule of their 


lives; and that the diſcipline he eſtabliſhed 
may be exactly preſerved amongſt” them. 
Remember, order and good diſcipline is 


neceſſary, not only for religious houſes, but 
likewiſe for all other families; and that 


where this is neglected, there unavoidably 
follows a proportioned decay of chriſtianity; 
4 raſh judgment, 


leaſt, will not long be ſo. If thou haſt the 
care of a family, conſider thy charge, and 


forget. not, that the eternal welfare of as 


O ij 


ence into a deſert, 


Ws. . Loh," ) 


many as are vided thy roo f, very. much de- 
pends on hy e le and management. 

But if this be none of thy portion, examine 
However, how” exactly thdu complyeſt with 
the duties of thy ſtate, and ſee thou make 
againſt thoſe who would re- 
form abuſes, and W e into better 
diſcipline, 5 3 es 


St. Lea, March 22. oak 


A HOET widow; N i; . 3 
corded by S. Jerome. Entering into 

u monaſtery, the — chaten Abbeſs, and by 
ber exemplary pi promoted all go 
She had e jo fuccee' that rich 
_ attire, the had worn in her conjugal ſtate, 
and haircloth to take the Ages of her fine 
lünen. The nights formerly waſted in en- 
tertainments, ſhie now employs in prayer, 
and having been attended by many ſervants, 
the is now. the ſervant. of all. In this flate of 
penance and of humility, without any mix- 
ture of affectation, the lived till God called 
ther to the poſſeſſion of what ſhe had fought. 
It is a tine of n proper for 


& — 


* 
* _ 1 
} 


/ 


- March 22. 317 


following ir an n : look. upon thy 
ſins, and ſee, if juſtice, demands it. not. 
thee: there will be trouble in the AT. 
but this is one of thoſe troubles, which will 
be turned into joy. Let this example be 
always before thee. Take neceſſity for thy 
rule, and keeping thy eye upon it, come as 
near it as thou canſt. Let it be before thee 
— — ble, in thy cloathing, ſteeping, and 
dvertifernen 5. Thou canſt not depart many 
degrees from it, but with the danger af fin; 
To exceed in fleep, is floth and lazineſs ; it 
has no great horror in its aſpect, but is in 
+forerunner of all evils: To exceed or be nice 
in diet, is ſelf. love and Juxury. +. To exceed 
Ade is. pride and injuſtice, in fee 
honour for what defurvestcontempt. Think 
of it ſeriouſſy, taking thy menſures not from 
the world, but the goſpeb, and thou wits 
ſoon find neafon to retrenceh. Aſk grace to 
follow the difates of ſuch reaſon! | 91 GTG 
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St. Vi iorianu, Abd Two. Brothers, 
1 Cent. March 23. 


IT firſt was Proconful, of ere 
under Hunneric, King of the Wandali, 
who ſtanding out againſt all the ſolicitations of 
his Prince, inviting him to renounce his faith, 
| was by his order put to death. The others 
were two brothers, who, at the ſame time, 
being ſeized, promiſed to be companions in! 
the ſame torments and death; which favour 
being deſired of the executioners, they were 
hung up in the air with heavy weights at 
their feet: Which one of them not ſupporting 
deſired to be releaſed; but being called up- 
on by his brother; and put in mind of his 
promiſe; he took new courage, and offered 
Fimielf to ſtill greater torments: Upon 


# 


which they were burnt with plates of iron, 
and torn with hooks, and this finiſhed their 
m m, in the fifth century. What 


can I do in ſeeing this courage ling patience 
of the martyrs, but be confounded within 
myſelf; and bluſh at the repeated 

ence of my. own weakneſs; there being 
farce any difficulty ſo inconſiderable, but 


St. Simeon, an infant, March 24. 315 


| what is above my courage and patience ! 10 


8 


God, when wilt thou give me a better ſpirit, 


ſuch as may carry me through the ordinary 
trials of lite; that I may not thus daily be 
worſted by trifles, whilſt others triumph over 

the ſevereſt torments! O God, I bow down 
and acknowledge my miſery, but hope that 
thy goodneſs which ſtrengthened t the ik 
ll nil be * e 2k 


will 


St. Wes an a Tan, 2 Moreb 3 24. 


MURDERED by by the Fews in Trent in 
the year 1473 upon od Friday; when 


to expreſs their hatred to Chriſt, they . 


took this child of about three years old; 
and having ſtriped him on a Table, killed 
him with needles, and cutting his fleſh into 


pieces, boiled it to eat: Thus they tri. 
umphed in their revenge againſt the chriſ- 
tian name. But being betrayed by one that 
Was an actor in this cruelty, they had the 
reward of their wickedneſs; >. but What was 


left of the child's body, was carried with 


great ſolemnity to the church, and the infant 


has been honoured -with the mY innocents, 


who were murdered by Herod, 


od hirtfelf 
Y”O) } ; 


i 2 


829 St. Simeon, * 6. 2 


giving; OF. to it by many n 
| wrought at his tomb. Chriſtians cannot but 
eſs their 4bborrence. of this 7 | 


elty z but ſince the church on the day of this 
fact, offers her prayers to God for the con- 


verſion of that people, their blindneſs, muſt 
not extinguiſh, but excite our charity for 
them: And while we bewail them, we muſt 
not inſult, but with more ſenſible tears 
lament our own obſtinacy and hardneſs of 
heart, which has an exaggeration beyond 
_ rheirs} for wWe Have it from 8. Paul, that 
their outrages againſt the Son of God, was 
the effect of their not knowing him; but our 
. tins by which as the fame apoltle fays,” We 
crueily. again Jeſus Chriſt, are accompanied 
| a belief in him: Let us then this day 
>| frame a true idea of our ſins, and while we 
© deteſt the blindneſs of the Jews, reſolve . 
never e in men wicke8tehd. 
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ciation, "March 2 5: 


1. vii. 16, 15 Lale 1. 26 35. 


Tims being the FRY the Son of God 

became incarnate, and took fleſh of 
chi: Virgin Mary give thanks to Almighty | 
God for this his infinite mercy in ſending his 
only Son for the redemption of man. 


3 


2. Offer thyſelf for his ſervant for a 


who for thy take * below the "Togres of 
a fervant. 

1 Alete and bende che Humbliity of” 
the B. Virgin, who being choſen Mother of - 
Chriſt ſtiles herſelf his handmaid, and ter 
her example be thy pattern. 


The mercy” of chis dy, when God ſent 


bis only Son to beeome mam for our ſalva- 


tion; onght to imprint ſuch a lively idea in 
the hearts of all chriſtians, as to lay a foun- 
dation of perpetual praiſe, adoration,” and 
thankſgiving,” and oblige them to be faithful 
in his fervice for ever. And to be wanting 
in theſe duties is a ſufficient conviction they 


either do not think, or not believe. For 
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i 322 The Annunciation, 
what can it be leſs than Werres to be 


44 421 remain cold and b. under them? ? 
An eternal homage and fidelity are therefore 
the indiſpenſable obligations of every chriſ- 
tian; and thoſe who diſpenſe with themſelves, 
in fact, renounce this character. And yet 


when I reflect how generally corrupt are the 
lives of chriſtians, ſo very contrary to what 


they ought to be; this one thought abates 
the joy of this: feſtival ; and obliges me to 
celebrate it with tears; 'fince the greater the 
mercies are, as on the one ſide they com- 
mend the divine goodneſs, ſo on the other 
they manifeſt our unworthineſs in being 
obſtinate againſt them all. So that while 1 


give thanks to God for his mercy, I cannot 


_ do it but with a ſorrowful heart; bewailing 
our common miſery, in ſo little correſpond- 
ing with the divine goodneſs; being neither 
ſoftened by his fatherly 


tenderneſs; nor 
obliged by his favours; nor reclaimed by his 


bleſſings. And is it thus to go on for ever? 

Are we thus to live on ſtupid and unthink- 

ing, and be ſenſible of no other effect of 
theſe mercies, but that of our greater condem- 


nation, which we ſhall unhappily draw upon 


ourſelves by our neglect, ingratitude, and 
_ contempt 1 * certainly ought to be 


March 25. 85 323 


gone on our parts 5 while we ſee God do ſo 
| much on his. 
And what can we do better than 9 | 
the pattern before us? The ſecond perſon of 
the Blefſed Trinity this day aſſumes our 
human nature, and becomes man; and by 
this ineffable union of God and man; has 
taught us that man may be united to God 3 
this then ought to be the concern of our 
whole lives to extend in ſome manner the 
incarnation of the Son of God; that as he 
is made man, ſo we by putting on Chriſt 
may be ſo cloſely united to him, as to become 
divine. This union is ae eee - in 
heaven, where the bleſſed ſouls are wholly 
abſorpt in God; but it is begun, and may 
be very much pad tots on earth; whalit 
chri tans being made the adopted children 
of God, by a participation of the divine nature, 
may ſubject themſelves ſo fully to its power- 


ful influence, as to let that be the eneral | 


principle of _ life and actions, fo that 
with the apoſtle they may be able to lay : 
We live, and not we, but Chriſt lives in us. 
Happy thoſe chriſtians who arrive to this 
point: And happy we, could we this day 
effectually embrace the method: . coming | 
to n 
Tkis can be only. Jotie by our conſtant 
5 endeavours « of cruciſying in us the * man, : 
| 5 


324. The Annunciation, 


with all 105 corrupt inclinations and deſires; 
Which Carry us with a ſort of. violence to 
- fin; to thè earth and creatures; and of 
4 following thoſe new impreſſions we receive 
from God, which ſeparating us from all 
terrene alle dions raiſe us to the love of God, 
and the feecking heavenly, things. This is 
taking part with Chriſt, who coming to re- 
medy the moſt diſmal effects of Adam's fall, 
tede hies his followers to renounce and make 
— againſt all that concupiſcence, pride and 
erfeneſs, which they inherit from the ſin 
b Lem, for ſince Chriſt, and the life he gives, 
is contrary to Adam, and to the impreſſions 
received from him; tis evident thoſe chriſ- 
tians, Who putting on the new man, have 
che ſpirit of Chriſt abiding in them; muſt 
manifeſt this new life, by ſtifling all ſinful 
inclinations, and bringing, forth the fruits of 
his Holy Spirit. In this manner Chriſt being 
the light Which dire&s their judgment and 
reaſon; be being the rule by — 5 they govern 
their affections and will; and from him 
taking the meaſures of whatever they under- 
fake and do; it is truly verified that Chxiſt 
„ lives in them, and their life becomes the 
fe of Chriſt: And though at the ſame time 
pw are ſenfible of many corrupt inclinations 
natural ſuggeſtions in favour of fleſi 
andthe world. 3 Jet. inaſmuch as they care- 
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fully Mage: over theſe ; Fl with all. 
their power ever labour to ſuppreſs them, 
theſe only ſerve for their exerciſe, and daily 
afford them new matter of triumph; but it 
cannot de truly faid, that they live by them, 
but rather that they are dead to the world, 
and have crucified t EIT fleſh with its vices 
and luſts. 

This method all chriſtians in this foltivat 
are obliged to undertake, and it is the only 
return they can make to Chriſt for what be 
does for them; for ſince he becomes man 
that ſo he may overcome the devil, the 
world, and ſin, for man; they cannot be 
chriſtians, but by ef pouſing the ſame cauſe 
with him, and making war under his ſtan- 
dard. And ſince he engages both life and 
blood for gaining the victory, they are not 
to be diſeouraged with labours or difſicul- 
ties but even venture all, for the cauſe 
they have undertaken. And this being not 
poffible to human nature of itſelf, but only 
through Chriſt; hence are they brought to 
the neceflity either of putting on Chriſt, or 
of being overcome. For if they are not 
thus united to Chriſt, they can expect no 
bleſſing of God for their de ; le 
having decreed, from all eternity, to grant 
nothing to men, but in his ſon, and for the 
love of him. Jeſus GRAR 18 that ſeed of 
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Abraham, in which all generations ſhall be 
bleſſed; ſuch therefore in whom Jeſus Chriſt 
dwells not, cannot have an effectual part in 
this promiſe, and conſequently are deprived 
of the principles of all bleſſings which is the 
life of. grace. For Chriſt being himſelf the 
only object in which God is well pleaſed, 
they can no otherwiſe expect the favours of 
heaven, but as they are in him, and he in 


them. So that in him being the fountain 


of grace, it is from him this ſpreads itſelf, 
and flows into all the body that is united to 
him; and if it reaches to others, it is in 
order to give them life, and make them 
living members of his body, and becauſe in 
his comprehenſive Danese he ſees them 


belonging to it. 


D pon this principle are e obliged 

to anſwer the mercy of this day, by opening 
their hearts to Chriſt, and giving them for 
his abode, to ſatisfy the duty of chriſtians, 
and accompliſh that part of the work he has 
left for them to do. And the beſt proof they 
can give of being poſſeſſed with hy is their 
ring by his example, and manifeſting his 
life in them. For Chriſt being always the 
ſame, and never contrary to himſelf, if he 
has his abode in their ſouls, he will act in 


them, always conformable to what we know 


he did in himſelf, and never contrary to it. 


8 


* 
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therefore ſince he always ſought the 


glory of his Father in all things, ever ſub- 


mitted to his Holy Will; ſince his ſpirit was 


neſs; of obedience, of purity, of peace, of 
ſuffering, of perſeverance, of dying to the 


world, and ſin, Te. if he be in them, he 


will effectually carry them on in the ſame 


holy method; and this life will give teſti- 
mony of his ſpirit reſiding in them, and that 
truly they live by him. But if their lives be 
quite oppoſite to the Goſpel, and to the life 


of Chriſt; if pride, ambition, and luxury, if 


ſeeking themſelves and this world, be at the 


root of all they do; if they trample on the 


| laws of God, and make theſe give way to their 


pleaſure or intereſt, by whatever title, charac- 


ter, or profeſſion they are known and diſtin- 


guiſhed, it is evident Chriſt is not in them, 


and that they live not by his ſpirit: For though 
there be a ſort of mixture in the lives of the 
beſt of chriſtians, and God permits, in this 


imperfect ſtate, many weakneſſes, to keep 
them humble and watchful, and make them 
ever mindful of their dependence on him; 


yet the main body of their actions is always 
regulated by his law; and their perpetual 
ſolicitude not to tranſgreſs it, joined with an 
effectual care for the recovery of grace, on 


the apprehenſion of having loſt it, is a very 


| 328 The Annunciation, March 25. 
| ſatisfactory p roof of Chriſt abiding in them: + 


And where this is not the ſtate and diſpoſition | 


of the ſoul, there are but too juſt grounds to 


conelude that there is nde one eflential 


part of a chriſtian; and that, While 


pretend to honour God, made man for our 5 
redemption, and take no care to be united 
to him, and live by him, they wholly de- 


prive themſelves of his mercy, and are -in 
evident danger of having their ternporal ſe- 
paration from him become eternal. It is 
only thy grace, O God, that can prevent 
this misfortune; help us therefore in this 


day of mercy, and thou, O Jeſus, who 


comeſt to ſave that which was loſt, be now 
the advocate for all ſinners; open their eyes 


that they may ſee thy infinite goodneſs and 


their own miſery touch their hearts 16 


powerfully, that they may renounce their 
evil ways, and follow thine; and let none 


periſh who have in ey ſo 8 a re- 


demption. 
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1 2 5 1 a ahl bt TDD years, 42 
the famous Alcuinus, in e he 


returned to his country, and preached im 
Friſia, in which his zeal and yirtue were {ſo 
remarkable that, by the impcrtunit) of the 


Bi 
iſhop of M ee, wh 
died w. at fr 
the "apoſtle of ov province, an and of the 
His zeal Was wonderful in not con- 
vg at, hut . the crimes of per- 


quality; his example was great in 
mortification, faſting, and watch 


particularly 
two remar 
a ſevere penance. on one of bis Clergy;:: wha. 
bing, matins with the Biſhop, interrupted 


his office for compoſin a fire of coals, 
which, by 


Saxons. 


ſons of 


Charlemain, - was conſecrated 


e his labours were 
ith ſo gr ruit, that he is called 


ing, but 
in praying, of which he gave; 
zable inſtances : One in impoſing. 


its ſmoke, diſturbed the whole 


company: The other, in not quitting his 
prayers when ſent for by the Emperor, till 
he had finiſhed them. Having ſignalized 
himſelf in ſatisfying the offices of a good 


paſtor, he 4 at . in the mind 


330 St. John of Egypt, March 27 


century. Pray for all Prelates in God's 
Church, that may fully anſwer all the 


dauties of their charge: Xo, for thyſelf, 


having reflected on the uſual diſtractions of 
thy prayers, on thy irreverence and neglect; 
how eaſily they are put by for trifles ; how 


frequently interrupted in compliance with 
every impertinent thought ; beg PR par 


don, and he on a better method. 


ol 


St. hr. of Faye, March 27. 

4 Arty Hermit of Egypt, in he fourth 
century, reverenced by all of his time, 
and particularly by the great Theodgſus, to 
whom he foretold his victory over Eugeniu:. 
He never eat bread, or any thing prepared 
by fire; his only food were the fruits of 
the earth, which he touched not till ſun-ſet. 
He was ſhut up all the week in his cell, 

without ſeeing or ſpeaking to any body; and 
an — he — a lite 3 
and ſpoke to ſuch as came for his inſtruction. 
From thirty to ninety years, he lived in 
this method, without ſeeing any one woman, 
and at that age, left his cell for a better life. 
Thou canſt more 8 admire the Saints 


88. Priſcus, &c. 


331 


than imitate them, but ought not his ex- 
ample to be ſome direction for this time 
as to recollection and faſting? Canſt thou 
cut off nothin of thy uſual diſſipations, ſo 


to ap 


1 d to a ſerious examination 
of thy ſtate, and to the means neceſſary 


for 


thy en ? Canſt thou faſt no other- 


wiſe than hitherto ? An ill cuſtom ſtands in 


thy way; thy uſual exceſs and niceneſs in 


diet, call upon thee, and to fatis 


fy them, 


thou muſt be provided with what becomes 
not the time; and ſo inſtead of ſparing for 
the poor, thou makeſt thy table more 


continued riot and luxury? From 


theſe, 


thou haſt thy diſpenſations, but how far 
will they be dn ene 


do me 


TEE te 5 


88. Priſeus,  Malchus, and Alexa nder: 


March 28. 


deſert, cut off infinite numbers of 
who thought not fit to retire,” theſe 


the time of Babies, when the ſeverlty 
of perſecution carried the weak into the 


thoſe 
three 


333 38. Priſons, Ne. 


Saints having found, a ſhelter -. Num 
common — praiſed God their 
peace, and ul all the glorious triumphs of 
the,-martyrs.* But at length reproaching 
. themſelves of cowardice, in lying Ny when 
ſo many were engaged in battle, they went 
Goes, and going to the Prefect informed 
e of the true cauſe of their ming, that 
ng chriſtians, they deſired to take part in 
| — lufferings and — of their brethren, 
upon which — and aſter many 
torments, being expoſed to wild beaſts, they 
ſmiſhed a glorious om. What canſt 
thou ay; amidſt ſo many examples of chriſ. 
tian . ri Har and courage ĩ ener 7 
hgh or heaven, arena; wor 
* y giving | their 
lives for Chriſt, and thou lying all anni 
ſoitneſs aud delight, courting thy ſenſes, 
appetite, and inchnation, ' with all that 
pleaſes, © and às much in love with kürt, 
as if that were to be thy heaven. Think 
in earneſt, will this do? Will the love of 
the world and thyſelf bring thee to heaven! 
Has not Chriſt, commanded thee to . 
thyſelf, and to renounce all that is earthly ? 
Give ear to him, and believe hin and let 
neither example nor authority 0 f Others, 
perſuade thee that there is ſecurity in _ 
other way beſides that which he teaches. * 
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ſecution of the Wandals, was appre- 
hended, and being put to torments, ſeemed 
ſo deſirous of martyrdom, that che malice 
of his enemies reprieved him from the ſen- 
tence. of death pronounced againſt him; 


that he might have a longer martyrdom; 


upon which, he was condemned to work 
in the mines, and afterwards for more 
public ignominy to keep cows in a place near 
Carthage, where he was expoſed to the eyes 


knew how to glory in being diſhonoured b 
men, for the mtereſt of truth and of God 


chriſtianity, which is not to be pleaſed with 
the eſteem of men, but rather in being 
contemned by them; it is oe and ſelf- 
love make us ſolicitons to pleaſe, and give dif- 
quiet upon the apprehenſion of contempt ; 
and according to the degree of this ſolicitude 


meaſures of a' preyatling pride, and of felf- 
ä not ee Let hy be thy daily 


2 
x 


A N oble' Man in Africa nets: in the: peri 


of all. This was no confuſion to him, who 


Learn from this holy man, the ſpirit of 


and diſquiet, may be taken the trueſt 


1 
11 
14 


334 St. John Climacur, 


gf obſervation, and accordingly uſe daily en- 
dieavours for overcoming that which. muſt be 
overcome: For till thou haſt gained this 


point of placing thy ſatisfaction in doin 
thy duty, whether it pleaſes. others or 


| pleaſes, and canſt think thyſelf happy in 


theſe accidents which bring abjection with 
them, and diſeſteem (as being juſtly due to 
thy unworthineſs and thy ſtate of ſin) thou 
haſt not the ſpirit of the - goſpel, nor that 
humility which Chriſt has taught - thee. 
Pray therefore, 1 ur ___ re to 
Oe it. ee 


St. de. dun March 30. 5 


JE was born in the beginning of + the 
5 ſixth century, and at the age of ſixteen 

renounced the world to undertake a mo- 
naſtick life on Mount- Sinai, under the con- 
duct of a holy hermit, to whom he was ſo 
wholly. ſubject, that he ſeemed to have no 
will of his own, but to be wholly dead to 
himſelf. His deſire was to be unknown to 
men, and therefore lived forty years in this 
ſolitude, fervent in prayer, induſtrious in 
working and vriting, mortified in his diet, 


ccc 


Nlarth 30. 338 


ſparing in his ſleep. His virtues being at 
length diſcovered, he was known to many, 
amongſt whom were ſome whoſe envy caſt 
upon him the blemiſh of idleneſs and igno- 
rance; but theſe he overcame by his mode- 
ration and patience, and brought them into 
the number of his admirers and diſciples. 
In his old age he was choſen head of all 
the holy inhabitants of Mount. Sinai, and being 
conſummate in virtue, died in this charge, 
an example to all. If thou canſt not leave 
the world, thou muſt learn at leaſt, to leave 
thy own will: All thy trouble, and miſ- 
fortune of ſin, muſt be dated from thy 
wilfulnefs, obſtinacy, and poſitiveneſs, and 
till thou haſt obtained the art of ſubmitting 
thy will to the orders of Providence, of 
yielding with peace under the pride and 
violence of men, thou muſt expect no calm 
that is true and laſting. Thou muſt die to 
thy own will, if thou deſireſt to live to the 
will of God. This will preſerve thy peace 
amidſt the calumnies and malice of the 
world, much better than remonſtrances of 
paſſion, or any kind of diſguiſed revenge. 
But this will never be their method, who 
love idleneſs, indulge ſleep and appetite”: 
Begin then here thy reformation if thou 
defireſt this fpirit to have the command of 
thy foul... 5 2 95 e 2 
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. Be ning, ene ware , 
Perhia LE in the perſecution u, 
Ntionec d by St. Auguſt in in * iy 
God. being aft into n, and, after a 
year, Tetealsd, with the charge of Preaching 
no more the faith of Chriſt, was again ap- 
prehended for performing this charity; and 
having his bowels, with cruelty, ripped up 
and torn with iron, he Jied in this torment. 
\ Reaſons are eafily found yy diſpenſing with 
ſuch duties as are troublefome ; and it is 
by (theſe reaſons tepia Mule are governed, 
when, through an abfurd nicety, they are 
more afraid of what Will give them a ſhort MI 
uneaſineſs or trouble, than of running into 
hell. This is not the method of the martyrs, 
who living by faith, knew no other evils, 
but ſuch as are eternal; and for eſcaping Ml. 
theſe, cheerfully offered themſelves to ſuch . 
— as threatened nothing beyond this 


life. Pray thou for a hetter ſenſe of their 


n & m* kh po wt 


- * 


N. 


principles, and be not ſo fond of preſent eaſe, 
as to run the hazard of everlaſting torments. 
If ow. art afraid of ä 4 that 8 


Which 


.. Benjonin, March i. 357 


which is eternal; let ſelf-love | for once teach | 


It being the laſt Any of te 1 * 5 


vour to put a good end to it, » bY a ng 
thankſgiving for all 
and for alt th 


ſincere contrition for all thy pron * 


thy ſins of ignorance, for thy hidden and 


unknown ſins. Reſolve upon àmemment, 
and beg for e that! it FO be elfeRual. 
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« b:crilfe Mary: bas, April 1. = = 


Bonn in N e ber lat he 
father's hodiſe at the age of twelve years, 
went into Alexandria, where ſne abandoned 
herſelf to all the hberties of | [ſinful life: 
But within a few years being touched by a 
wonderful hand of God, the reſolved: —_ 
a new life, and doing penance for her: fins 
and for this end retired into the deſert, be⸗ 
22 Jordan, with three loaves, and lived 
chere in prayer and penance, ſeven and forty 
_ ;withont: ſeeing-any'perſon: in all that 
time: But then was diſcovered by.:Zozimus, 
an e to whom ſne gave an account of 
beer life; and having deſired him to return 
to the ſame place, the following year on 
Mandy TBnpſdæy, wich the H. Fiaticumy the 
then received it from his hands, and,; after 
two days, died in the ſixth century. Pray 
for all On Om ſouls who live in fin, 


* 
au IL 


_ 


St. n of ory e bond 


ſhewed to this — arm * N def- 
pair : 'But then let her penance inſtruct thee 
what thou art to do, upon thy. change of 
life: For, if ill habits are ſtrong, they will 
ſcarce yield to refolutions, without the con- 
currence of ſome more penitential method. 
There will be a neceſſity of Tath a folitude, 
at leaſt as ſeparates thee from the uſual oc. 
caſions of ſin, and A thee opf | 

recollections | CO el e THY eee * 
On this firſt lap of the be 
ſincere? oblation of or and: all: thine-to 
God; put all under his conduct and direc- 

tion; beg his bleſſing on all thy under- 
takings; and offer thyſelf to whatever: wif. 


* 


Has! —— ther; beſeeching 
afliſtithee: with his grare, that thou ST 


and evil habits; and let them not be endleſs, 
which thou every month reſolveſt to'amend. 


„ -- 
o 
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ts and troubles" hie Pronidenee 


malie 2 right uſe both of his-favours: and : 
ſcourges. Take a review of thy: palt errots 


Ons month is to be thy laſt, who knows 
but it may or arg Dor now * e if 
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(his. youth he:ſeemed. inflamed with 


into a deſert, he ſpent fix years in a eourſe 


of great auſterity, accompanied with almaſt 


continual prayer and divine lation. 
Pray for all perſons of hoth ſexes;reſpdeially 
-thaſe/ who are yet in their youthful years, 
that God would diminiſh in them that ex- 
| fondneſs. of the world:;andithe; 
and wire them a true denſe of theirtzürmäl 
Ap thay they A not admire andi adore 
2 but God alone. And if, any dre 
- untler thy care, reflect on thy:obligationbeth 
% God and them. See they want ho lin- 
ſtruction, keep them to their hours of pray- 
ing and reading, teach them to eimplay 
en, oblige them to Order and gdiſ- 
Eiplin mpanꝝ and ednver- 
tion, "ſudy to make them-cafy-it a regulär 
Ale, allow them their diverſions; encourage 


them in whatever is . but ſee HE 
[il I'S 


. 


f 2 ith fire of the Holy Spirit; for retiring | 


at 


— e | 361 


be not fond of what. 3 js 2 extravagant, i 


e 001 2 10 gr the 

2 them to — God, 20 have a true 
<—_ for virtue, and live as becomes 
chriſt DS RO not the world. 


giving them the libeity of 
clinations 
thing, which, in their favour, may | 
to be innocent, thou wilt inſbaßdiy me E 
to their ruin, and too late find their flattered 
mmer tofendkin proſeſſed vice. 
0 86 


ho deſired: to ſollowichis che — 
cured da church to be built naar Naula; in 


Hide cha firſt foundation of — 
6 has: followers m obſerve::pi 


il ob: —— Fae 7 ot above alh 
rr ag the groimd of 
allchriſtian vixtues, he ieee 
that) ia theileaſt and meſti dontemptible of 
_altthe ſervants of Gad. In: this m 


made a happy concluſien in the year 1,507. 
\Praydorall d this holy 8 they ay 
* 


of a corrupt — in | every 


onto leave his ſolitude | | 
ien ewe many pious fouls, 


Ginleniniinbe:phice :obilhidd bribed tuie 


ved to the nin — —e— 


342 OY Francis de Pauls, April 2. 


| any be what they. profeſs ; 3 that they: may 


an example to all others of the true ſpirit of 


the goſpel. Learn ſomething of it for thy- 
ſelf; the corruption of thy nature can have 
no better remedy than in a diſcreet abſti- 
nence from fuich-things-agare tos! favourable 
10 it, in deing either vicious; or diſpoſing 
Necker Thou art to conſider thyſelf as 
Une fick, longing after many things that are 
Hurtful to thee; if thou learneſt 5 to deny 
thy inclinations, will not the diſt in- 
. e and put thee in hazard of periſning 


e own corruption? Pradtiſe: 9 


too, for though thou art not obliged to 

follow him in — yet except, Hke him, 
thou art truly humble and poor in ſpirit, 
ym not be a true diſciple lie. Frs ben 


ſubtle ways befides/thoſe that are com- 
wow 5 reputed ſo, ande lying under many 


las leger thy: beſt ohſervation to diſcover 
it, and yet greater care tonovercome: it. 
Sticky all its wirys, and by prayers call in 


heaven to thy alhſtance, and never think 


thou haſt done; till thou thaſt learnt. never to 
contemmn other „and judge the ſeaſt 
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become thy greatelt enemies: Chriſt and his 
faith are to be preferred to them all; and 
thou canſt not be a true diſciple, but on 
theſe hard terms, of forſaking them, and 
Winn apt 1 to their dilplealare and 
cruelty; this martyr in contemning a crown, 
has 0 ht thee to deſpiſe all, worldly conve- 
for: the ſake of Chriſt : It is the com- 
js of the Goſpel. and the way to heaven. 
Pray that this may be thy rule, . 
thou ſhalt be brought into theſe. it Its 
thou mayelt ſeek. firſt the- kingdom of 
and ĩts juſtice, and make all other co lun 
tions of fleſh and blood give way to this. Pray 
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under this trial; 3: It isa work af gteat diffi- 
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grace, to renounce all the ſenſible comfort; 
of tender parents, and the hopes of this 
world, for the ſake of truth, which works 


only by faith, and has its rewards: at a 


diſtance. Let them have therefore the 
aſliſtance of thy charity. 

b Pray for the reclaiming all thoſe, 
who are abettors of the Arian, Sacinian, or 
whatever other errors; and beg that none 
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difficulty. of changir Ng, are temptations, 
bive'a check to the light of heaven, dif- 
_— many from following it, and are 
to be overcome by thy grace, O God. 
M. e - theſe therefore ſenſible, we beſeech 
thee, that there. is nothing more honourable 
to! a" chriſtian, than! juſtice” and truth; and 
that, as to change from ſin to a life of virtue 
is an indiſpenſible duty, ſo it is likewiſe to 
change from error to truth. It is the effect 
of A Particular merey to diſcover truth to us 
and it is a yet greater to give us ſtrength to 
embrace it; and can . hn any 
in opening our hearts to the greateſt of thy 
mercies ? Have mercy on thoſe, who by this 
deluſion are kept at Ne ben 
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1— * fouled. to. St. Ceri, by 
her perſuaſions embraced the chriſtian 

faith, and was baptized by St. Urban, Pope, 
rgether' with Taten. his brother. And 
"their lives "with: their. 2 


. ble offices being accuſed, and having made 
aà noble defence of their faith in the public 
confeſſion of the name of Jeſus, and deteſta- 

tion of the idols, they were firſt ſcourged, 

and afterwards beheaded. And fo wonder- 
ful an effect had their conftancy, reſolution, 
and patience, on the mind of Maximus, one 

_ officers, who had led them to execu- 

tion, that he declared himſelf chriſtian ; and 

rar after, with ſeveral others of his com- 
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her perſuaſions embraced the chriſtian 
faith, gl rr baptized/by-St. Urban, Pope, 
together with Tiburtius, his: brother. And 
[ now changing their lives with their faith, 
13 they employed their fubſtance in the relief 
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of the poor, and their time in reſcuing the 
dodies of ſuch as were mar from the 
contempt and fury of che beathens, and giv- 
ing them decent burial. For vhich charita- 
dle offices being accuſed, and having made 
2 Ws a noble defence 'of their faith in the public 
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| tion of the idols, they were firſt ſcourged, 
a nd afterwards beheaded. And ſo wonder- 
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charity to the diſtreſſed, and to prepare for 
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thod, that God's bleſſings being now mul- 
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martyrdom, being diſciples to the apoſtles, 


their ſpirit was according to the golpel, in 


relieving-thoſe who ſuffered by the cruelty of 
Nero, and comforting ſuch as were > obliged to 
retire.. Being ſeized by the Emperor's order, 
they were ſo little apprehenſive of his threats, 


that they even raiſed his fury, by remon- 
ſtrating their innocence, whom he had put 


to death; upon which he commanded their 
tongues and feet to be cut off, and after- 


wards finiſhed their ſacrifice by the ſword. 


Strange difference of that primitive age from 
this! Then was the great ſolicitude of chriſ- IM - 


a glorious death: And 'now the great con- 
cen is, to be moſt remarkably vain, and to 


neſs, which ſhould be the help of the poor. 
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d leſs faithful f in his ſervice? Let not thy plea 
oe in che neceſlity of - complying with the 

world; for this is a neceſſity grounded on ; 
the love of the world; and hadſt thou the 

ſpirit of the primitive times, thou wouldſt 

ſoon rank the greateſt part of this neceſlity 
under another head, even of ſuperfluity and 

| extravagance. The only thing neceſſar; is 

to ſave thy ſoul; ſtudy this point, and it 

will ſoon. change wy by preſent ideas. 


3 Eacravia April f 16. : 


\ Holy virgin, Jani] in Portugal, but com- 

ing with her father to Saragoſa, in Spain, 
and ſeeing there the great cruelty of Dacia- 
nus, in perſecuting the chriſtians, ſhe was ſo 
ſtrongly moved with a holy zeal in their be- 
half, that ſhe publicly reproached him with 
his barbarous proceedings. Upon which he 
was ſo enraged, that he put her to all the 
torments that a malicious cruelty could ſug- 
geſt, tearing her fleſli with hooks of iron, 


Qi 


- ” 


cutting off her breaſts, and having laid open 
her very bones, then ordered her to be 
thrown into priſon, to die a lingering death 
under the corruption of her wounds; and 
thus ſhe finiſhed a (glorious combat in the 
third century. And canſt thou, chriſtian, 
now complain of what thou ſuffereſt? Thy 
troubles are no other way great, than as thy 
want of patience makes them ſo. Stand by 
this martyr of Chriſt and compare: And yet 
ſhe rejoices, while thou art complaining. 
She caſts the devil into deſpair, while thou 
art pleaſing him, by thy fretful impatience. 
Repent, aſk pardon for what is paſt, and by 

thy prayers and tears prevail on heaven to 
grant thee a better ſpirit. Grieve not at thy 
- traubles, but at thy weakneſs for this is thy 
only affliction, all others may help thee on 
thy way, and it is this only puts thee back 
Put not off thy amendment, in waiting for 
a change of circumſtances ; but labour to 
change thyſelf, and then theſe will do. 


St. Anicetur, April 17. | 
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JG 5 | 
— Bonx in 8 ria, a Biſhop of Rome, was 
NCe, put to 5 for the chriſtian faith, under 
| by the Emperor Antoninus, An, 163. Pray for 


the preſent Biſhop of that See; pray for all 


f 
th Prelates and Paſtors, and for the whole 
thy Church, that as God has promiſed to lead it 
on into all truth, ſo by their care who watch 


over it, it may be delivered from all abuſes 

and ſcandals. Pray tor all thoſe, who are 

divided from it, woe by herefy OF 

iclnim.. © - 

It being alſo the day 5 % Stephen the 
third Abbot of the Ci/tercians, in the eleventh - 
century, who retiring into a ſolitude, with 
two. other companions, lived with ſuch ex- 

traordinary rigour, that in ſeveral years 

* were none OP — to join with 


LE Cy. 
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them in their method of life; till at length 


8. Bernard put himſelf under his conduct, 


whoſe wonderful ſanctity ſpeaks ſufficiently 
the greatneſs of his maſter. 'The beſt path 
is that which is trod by few: It is better 
walking in this, though reproached by many, 
than to gain their good word by joining with 
them. Holt not thou obſerve, that ambition, 
pride, prodigality, injuſtice, habitual idleneſs, 
intemperance, Oc. are the common practices 
of profefted chriſtians; and muſt not thou 
forlake theſe to be a chriſtian ? Art thou then 
to be invited by number, or to follow. the 
Goſpel, though the greater number be againſt 


Py 


thee? 
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Who in the time, when Commodus had 
given ſoine peace to the church, was accuſed 
by his own ſervant for his faith in Chriſt, 


and being ſeized, obtained leave of the Pre- 


April 18. mm 
ſect to give an account of his faith i in a full 
Senate: But it not being in the power af 
his brethren to over- rule the law, he was be- 
headed, and thus ſealed the truth with his 
blood. Doſt thou obſerve, how far a ſoul 
goes, which is carried on dy the force of 
truth, without any regard to preſent conve- 
nience, to intereſt; honour, or life? If God 
ruled in thy heart, and thou didſt but loox 
on thy ſalvation as the great buſineſs of thy 
life, theſe private conſiderations would- not 
ſo often put in caveats againſt thy beſt propo· 
ſals. Thou haſt thoughts of being good, but 
haſt not courage to be ſo. In ſome caſes the 
apprehenfion of what the world will ſay; in 
1 * the diſpleaſure of friends; in others 
the loſs of ſome preferment or intereſt ; in 
< | others the fear: of reproach,” or retrenching 
of ſtate; is a bar to the moſt efſential Auen 
aud the intereſt of the next world gives 
place to this. See, if this be not thy guilt; if 
not in great things, at leaſt, in thy common 
converſation. Accuſtom thyſelf to a greater 
I fimmplicity of mind, and let not, little politics 
carry thee on, when plain- dealing would be 
3 e more 0 res e b 
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st. Lee, April x 1 9.0 


Am ava; XD ev MY Aue, was > firſt 
Biſhop: of -Winchefter, and afterwards of 
Canterbury, and a little before the conqueſt 
after ſeven months imprifonment, was put to 
death by the Danes, in hatred to the chriſtian 
reli ae 1012. Pray for all the Biſhops 

3briſt's Church, and in particular for him 
under whoſe charge thou art: Pray for this 
nation, that God would in his metry: take 
off his ſcourges from it, preſerve it from 
atheiſm and infidelity, and not. let theſe; be 
the puniſhment of its vice, but make it 
| zealous for virtue, for juſtice, and for truth. 
Before he was raiſed: to to the Prelacy, 
FR lived in a folitude, near the Bath, where 
his eminent virtue, invited many to be his 


fluollowers; but ſome of them falling from 


their firſt fervour, contented themſelves with 
deceiving their ſuperior, with an affected 
exactueß; but out of his ſight took very 
ſcandalous _ liberties, particularly in ſitting 
up to feaſt and drink 0 the — and MT 


St. 7 beotimuc, April 20. | 36g 


in the day, with the Tigour of the ſtricteſt 
Hermits: But though they impoſed upon 
this good man, yet God's juſtice ſoon dif- 
covered their hypocriſy in "7 puniſhment of 
it. See thou imitate not theſe unhappy men, 
but obſerve exactly diſcipline: It is the 
practice of too many to tranſgreſs it, and 
their glory is to deceive thoſe under whoſe 
care they are; by unduly going abroad, and 
unſcaſonable meetings at home. Break all 
ſuch cuſtoms, for . is ſo much of folly, 
8 deceit in them, that they can 
not fail of proving th Ours; 60 
Wr on thee. : 4 * 
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Bistior of Tone in Senn, in the fifth 
century, a man of that great ſanctity, 
and wonderful meekneſs, that he emed 
fitted by heaven to deal with ſuch barbarous 
people, as were the Hunt, who often gave 


him I and his own meu whoſe 
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576 ; St. 7 Jeotimus, April 20. 


natural rou ghneſs made his charge difficult 


enough. He was ſeveral times affaulted, 


and as often miraculoufly delivered, God 
manifeſting the ſanctity of his ſervant 


by his particular protection of him. Let 
this ſaint encourage thee to be moderate 
in thy words and actions. Roughneſs and 
paſſion, upon every ordinary provoca- 


tion, deſtroy all ſociety and break peace; 
it is an argument of a weak mind apd ill 


education: Labour therefore to avoid them, 
by a more gentle and ſofter method, as thou 
deſireſt to preſerve thy reputation, either as 


to this wofld or the next. The ſtupid br 
careleſs temper of ſome may make a warm 


reproof ſometimes neceſſary; but let not t 
8 or ill humour be judge of theſe ocea- 
ons; for the effect of this will rather be 


econtempt than obedience, and a moderate 


remonſtrance will be more to the purpoſe, 


when theſe put thee upon unſeaſonable heats. 
Suſpect thyſelf as often as thou art diſturbed, 


hich rather chuſe then to deliberate, than to 
follow the dictates of thy diſordered reaſon ; 


and thus governing thyſelf, thou wilt be in 


the beſt EIN or 3 others. = 
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RO ORN 4 in 8 and. . from = 
diſorders of his youth by the piety of the 
famous Lanfrantus; by i his advice and the 
Archbiſhop of Raan's, he became religious, 
and made ſuch advance in all virtue, that he 
was ſoon choſen Prior, and then Abbot. 
Going afterwards. into England to conſult 
Lanfrancus, then Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
his virtue ſo much bt him to King 
William H. that after the death of Lanfrancus, 
he - obliged; him to fill up that vacancy. 
where his zeal raiſed him ſg many enemies, 


and brought upon him ſo ſevere a perſecution he 


of the King that he was forced to leave the 
kingdom. Returning again under Henry 1. 

he was again chaſed away, but being 3 

he _ in peace, bens: in ſackcloth 3 


Q 1 


| | 3 St. Anſelm, April 21. 


aſhes. Let his eminent virtues arm thee 


ordered youth gives ti 


- ſuffer for juſtice and N ** — 


againſt deſpair in regard of thoſe whoſe diſ- 


ce little hopes of good. 


God often ſhews his power in their conver- 
ſion, and makes of them veſſels of honour. 


Upon the ſame grounds deſpair. not of thy- 


ſelf whatever thy prefent weakneſs he; Sur 
ſtill continue on thy endeavours for amend- 
ment, under the conduct of ſuch an one 
whoſe piety, prudence, and patience, oy 


| ſupport. thee under the delays of thy ob 


mite evil. Zeal is net only commendable, 
neceſſary, amidſt the general eorrup⸗ 
tions of the world; but if it ſtarts, and 
gives over its cauſe upon perceiving, diſplea · 
ſure or oppoſition of men, it is not the zeal 
of the Goſpel. He muſt have courage to 
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O Hol . put to - Ini he the 
: .chriftian faith ; the former under Marcus 
A wks, An. 1 807 : the other under Diocle- 
fran, An. 296. Pray for the preſent Biſhop 
of that See, for all Biſhops and Paſtors of 
Chriſt's church; that whether in peace or 
perſecution, they may ever bear teſtimony of 
the truth. Their lives are powerful perſua- 
ſives to virtue if they live up to their cha- 
racter, and to liberty if they give countenance 
to it. All were never as they ſhould be; 
and if it be ſo now, and — art ſenſible 
bow very prejudicial this is to chriſtianity. 
Pray for remedy, thy charity may be ſome - 
help to this evil. Help net to publiſh their 
crimes, which carry ſo much ſcandal and 
confagion wherever they go; but rather be- 
wail them in private, and only inform thoſe 
whole. _ it is to reprove and corred 


5 374 St. George, 

them. Let not their infidelity make thee 
queſtion: the truth of what thou profeſſeſt. 
Thy faith is built on the truth of God, and 
the promiſes of Chriſt; and however parti - 


cular perſons may fall, et theſe cannot. 
Let the failing therefore of others make thee 


fear and. tremble, and humbly diſtruſt hy- 
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ſelf, but. not God's power, his ;890 
truth. W 
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JE i is „ the ancient oufrom 1 this 1 nations 7 
Pray therefore this day for thy coun- 

ry; ; recommend. it earneſtly to the Divine 
Protection; beg all bleſfings upen it, both 


temporal and ſpiritual ; and let thy petitions 


be multiplied in proportion to the many evils 

| to which: it is ſubjeQ. 05 
2. He was à martyr: Pray for all thoſe 
who ſuffer for their faith; that they may be 
ſtrengthened from above: Phay wor all others 


2 Tim i. 8, x6. ana i ii.. 10, 12. . xv. 
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under whatever kind of trouble, hat God 
would give them patience and be their con 
fort. 

Authentic hiſtory flrtdtſies us with very 
few particulars relating to this martyr; be- 
ſides his being a ſoldier in Cappadocia; and 
being put to death under Dioclefian for the 
' chriſtian faith. The general opinion of his 
courage in his military profeſſion, and great 
conſtancy in his ſuffering for juſtice and 
truth, have been a motive to our forefathers 
to chuſe him for the patron of this nation, 
as hoping by his charity to obtain of God a 
plentiful benediction in all public affairs, and 
ſucceſs to their arms. And the fame conſi- 
derations may be motives to us this day to 
enquire into ourſelves, 'and ſee how much 
we want his charitable aſſiſtance, in order to 
the obtaining thoſe ſo neceſſary qualifications 
which have rendered him ſo eminent to the 
chriſtian world; I mean his courage and 
conſtancy, without which we can neither do 
what we are commanded, nor ſuffer what 
providence has ordained for us. One that 
was a ſoldier is a proper patron for chriſtians, 
becauſe whatever their ſex or condition be, 
e they are all foldiers of Chriſt, their whole 
e life is a warfare upon earth, they have many 


3 battles to ings "or" are to meet very power= 


376 St. . Georges. 


ful enemies in the field, and without great 
courage and perſeverance they can © never 
hope 2 victory. 
Courage is neceſſary in the 8 of 
. our common duties, becauſe of the great 
oppoſition we meet with from the general 


corruption of thoſe with whom we live and 


converſe, Cuſtom and — have given 


ſuch authority to ſinful liberty and negleck, 


that a compliance ſeems * from all; 

and thoſe who refuſe to go along with the 
ſtream, muſt look to be cenſured of pride, 
ſingularity and bigotry. Now while this 
ſeems to concern our reputation, and preſs 
upon the moſt tender part, ſuch as have not 
' courage to bear the ſtroke, ſurrender them- 
ſelves and yield; and by joining in what they 
- diſapprove, ſhew it is fear carries them on; 
and that they would be virtuous if they were 


but bold A to be fo. Tis this fear 


| de great numbers upon complying with all 


extravagancies of the mode and age; 


and though they are ſenſible how dif- 


ble, and even oppoſite, many of 


| Agreea 
theſe are to the ſpirit of the Goſpel; yet 


awed by what the world will ſay, they 


chuſe to follow what they condemn, and 


become children of the world, becauſe they- 
dare not be the diſciples of Chriſt, Hence it 


ber to embrace the fooliſhneſs of U this world, 


weak chriſtians are overcome, and many 
pious ſouls falling into great dejeckion, lay 
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is the humility” of; the Gepe, its'temperancs, 
its moderation; its juſtice, its modeſty, &o | 


have ſo very few abettors, the world has 


ven theſe, an ill name; and ſets up or 
another way; and here goes the throng 
of Chriſtians, leaving but à ſlender rium» 


that which Chriſt has: choſen: 


Courage again is neceſſary for. ſtanding 8 
agel temptations: For want of this 


themſelves more open to the enemy, and 
become unfit. for all thoſe, holy exerciſes; by 
which they are to expect relief againſt him. 
This ſort of weakneſs, — it be not 
directly ſinful,” yet it is as prejudicial: to a 
chriſtian life as poſſibly can be; and it is 


what Lconjure all that pretend 0 virtue, te 


arm themſelves againſt with all their power, 


and to let no pretext of troubleſome aſſaults, 


or even of their own unworthineſs, or fre- 
ent: failings, afright them into it, hows 
ever it may appear moſt juſt and reaſonable; 
for there is a ſubtle enemy under this cover, 
who deſigns inſenſibly to — them into a 
ſnare; from whence bo knows they cannot 
be trons: but Vicht infinite ne wid 


ores: 9 28 1 Ly - * oy. 4 a 24 ; 


378 St. George, 
Courage i is ſtill neceſſary to ſtr pole with 
the many difficutties"of this life, to ſtand with 
a" chniſtian moderation under the provoca- 
- tions; injuſtices, injuries, oppreſſions, affronts, 
Dc. which are the common portion of all; but 
moſt particularly of thoſe who. endeavour to 
live according to the Goſpel. For though, 
according to the common character of the 
world, they are reputed Poor- ff pirited and 
tame, who receive all theſe with little or no 
reſentment, and without thoughts of retalia- 
non, yet it is certain this is an argument of 
the greateſt courage, and that there is ſome- 
ting of a chriſtian bravery in thoſe ſpirits, 
The evidence of this appears upon reflection, 
that to be eaſily moved is the effect of weak- 
neſs; ; it is ſo in bodies, the ſhrubs and reed 
are ſhaken with every breath of air, whill 
«the ſturdy oak ftands againſt the violence off 
a ſtorm. Weak tempers are difordered with 
every change- of diet and air; every touch 
moves the clappers of little dells; and they 
are the moſt. filly birds that cry out and 
2 upon every thing that croſſes the way: 

Tis ſo in the mind and foul; when” theſe 
are weakened,” through pain or fickneſs, 
they are generally more -peeviſh, and can 
bear nothing that thwarts them without 
complaints: And we obſerve in thoſe, who 
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haue a natural Suda their paffons ae 
ſooneſt raiſed; and every little accident is 
an alarm, and. puts them into ſuch confuſion 
that they are capable of no buſineſs either of 
| this. world or the next. And may not we 
now hence conclude, . that to be eaſy in 
reſenting injuries, to be ſoon diſturbed and 
paſſionate upon the follies and indiſcretions 
of others, is the effect of weakneſs; and 
that however the world gives it a more 
honourable name, yet it is nothing better 
than cowardice, and has nothing brave and 
generous in it? For a. great ſoul cannot be 
moved with ordinary accidents, it paſſes by 
all theſe uncancerned, and has more 

than anger againſt the occaſions of. them. 
Its. buſineſs. is to- preſerve its own peace; 
and it is plain there is always the greateſt _ 
firmneſs of mind, where it ſtands its ground, 
and does not permit itſelf to be put _ 
diſorder. Tis the loweſt degree of it 

bear common provocations with quiet; 3 5 
as.it riſes higher, fo is it able to bear greater 
aſſaults, and even to ſee the terrors of death 
without being caſt down or. diſcouraged. 
This 18 conſtancy, and the true chriſtian 
courage; it is to this evenneſs in temper. 
we are to endeavour to approach; the near- 
er we come to it, the better qualified we are 
to ſtand under the ditfculties of this world; 5 


againſt inzuries and n and all the 
trials both of ſoul and body, and by obs 
ſerving how eaſy we are in admitting reſent. 


ments, in being provoked to impatience, 
noiſe, and paſſion, . we may conclude how 


many degrees we have of a coward, and af 


2 poor fpirit. 


There are a occaſions of obſerving this 
which: I leave to every one's particular care; 
but there is one inſtance of this cowardice 
which I am unwilling to omit, ſuch as is 
often: found even in pious, and otherwiſe 
very reſolute ſouls, and that is, the difficulty 
they have in preparing for the laſt hour, by 
ſettling: their temporal affairs, and: making 
their. Wills: This I call cowardice, becauſe 

it ſeems: to proceed from the apprehenſion 
they have of death, and the unwillingneſs of 
ſuppoſing themſelves approaching to it: 
And it being very often attended with a. ſe- 
ries of | confi derable miſchiefs, requires a 
chriſtian's timely reſolution ' and care for 
their prevention. For whoever refle&s on the 
conſequences of this omiſſion, in the conten- 
tions it entails on relations and families, in 
the expences and law-ſuits. it often occaſions, 
in leaving thoſe to run away with their eſtates 
who deſerye or want them not, and in the 
omiſſion not only of what a reaſonable 
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a chriſtian's carè for the mak 
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with others of this kind; whoever, I fay, 
reflects on theſe, and that a haſty compo- 
ſed will, at the laſt extremity, but too often 
lays a ground for the like diſorder and con- 


_—_ muſt neceffarily cenſure this as a 
great. neglect, and not agreeable to the 


— either o prudence, juſtice, or of cha- 


rity; and therefore is a point which requires 


ing a timely 


proviſion againſt that hour, and not putting 
that off to — laſt which ought to be done 


with greater conſideration than can be rea- 
Tonably expected when death begins to ag 


W | 
Thus is courage ben neceflary. for a 


Aan, and without it he cannot either 
| Hve or die well. And it being the gift of 


God, it ought to have a part in our prayers 


this day, that ſo every one may hope to ob- | 
tain ſuch a degree of it as his ſtate requires. 


Grant it therefore, O God, and ſince thou art 
pleaſed to exerciſe ſuch weak veſſels and poor 
worms, as we are, with ſo many difficult 
trials, far above our {trength, leave us nat 
to ourſelves, but mercifully aſſiſt us by thy 
grace, that following the example of thy 


Saints, we may never be deje&ed, but, wi 


= and alen, e to _ 
© 


St © Mali, au, 24. = 2 


Holy: Monk, ſnl 8. Crag" 1 a 
An — om — of 8. Auguſtine, 
by whom, upon the converſion of King et 
Etbeilbert, * was conſecrated mers After WF ? 
the death of S. A e, the great charge of 
this yet fo vu emp fell Fon m in 
which he had difficulties enough, and theſe Nhe 
became inſupportable, when Frhelbert dying, he 
he was ſucceeded by a ſon, whoſe idolatry 1 
and © notorious wickedneſs put him by all 
hopes of ſucceſs, in the ill example it 
gave to his ſubjects. Upon which Mellitus 9 
went into France, to wait there the orders of 
Providence: When in à ſhort time the re- 
markable judgments of God, awakening 
this young prince, touched with the ſenſe 
of his impiety, he ſent for Mellitus, was ill 
'baptized by him, and eſtabliſhed him i in the 
See of Canterbury, where he died in all | 
ſanctity, An. 624. The beſt undertakings 
baye their difficulties, which __ times 


OTE as to . the undertakers without 
hs | IF this. be che method God permits, 
anſt thou expect in thy affairs, to go on 
vithout difficulties? Thou muſt 1 for 
hem in all thy concerns, whether of 8 4 
br ſoul; and muſt even then hold on wi 
Fourage, when impatience © and - inclination 
perſuade thee to deſpair. Doſt not thou 
Sbſerve how ſometimes the ſun is darkened 
rich clouds, and ſtorms diſturb the air, and 
yet both light and calm return again? 80 
t is in all other concerns, they are ſubject 
o great variety, and it muſt be thy care to 
tand ſteady under both extremes, ſo that 
he one dejeck thee not, * * aher AKe 
hee * N unn = 
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read the Goſpel, that through” preſumption 
and raſfmeſs, they may not wreſt it to their 
own perdition, but being aſſiſted by the 
ſame ſpirit by which it was written, may be 
led into all truth. 

2. He went into Egypt, and was the fir 
that preached the chriſtian faith at Alexan- 


eſtabliſhed, and by his example the faithful 
trained up in that 2 diſcipline. conform. 
able to the rules of the Goſpel, that they 
were a pattern to all believers, and admired 
even by the enemies of their faith. And 
after having ſuffered great perſecution, he 


was called to the reward of his labours, q 
. the 


A was Apis 4 St. Bew. and one! 
of the Exangeliſts: Pray that the 
be the rule ef thy lie, and 
4 Shit thou Profeſſeſt a Faith of what it! 
5 3 a confutation | 


of thy profeſſion. Pray for all thoſe 'whoſ 
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pre 
dria, where by his labours the church was 


88. Bart, April a5. 385 
the eighth year of Nero. Pray for all thoſe 4 


who embrate the true faith, and for all.the 
profeſſors of it, that they may hve up to the 

maxims of the Goſpel, and give no occa- 
ſion to unbelievers to blaſpheme the name 
of Chriſt. There is nothing fo ſcandalous, 
it carrying every where contagion along 
with it, and infecting / friends and 
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enemies. There is nothing ſo provoking | 


to Almighty. God, as involving a contempt - | 
of his greateſt mercies, and therefore draw- 


how ought theſe to be apprehended by 
chriſtians, when they conſider Alexangria, 
formerly a city of Saints, but now a feat 
of infidelity? It was the decay of that firſt 
ſpirit opened the way to its ruin; and it is 
what ought to be dreaded by as many as 
obſerve the vicious lives of chriſtians, leſt 
the like fate be the puniſhment of like crimes. 
Pray for the reformation of all believers; 
that infidelity may not be the puniſhment of 
abuſed: ein 8 
3. This being a day of abſtinence and 
public prayer, inſtituted by St. Gregory 
the Great, in acknowledgment of the divine 
mercy, for putting a ſtop to a mortality in 
his time at Rome, which had carried away 
many thouſands by ſudden death; it has 
Vol. IV. 3 1 


ing down his weightielt judgments W And. 


1 — — . = 
q—œui ̃— —— — ——ę— =_ — = = - _— l 
S 8 . \ \ 


o © 
— 


„ 
= 


—— 


1 
191 
149 
: 91 
11 
| ö 
1. 
1 
1 yo 
1 
if} 
l [4 
14 
1 
118 
14 
1 
. 
1 
[1 
itt 
(0:3 
[ 
1 
5 
[ 
| 
1 
[4 
[1 
. 
i 
% 
F 
* 
| 
| 


. arr nn II Re 
ty 


— xy 


—_ 


— 
——— —⅛ 
SA RAS * 
* 


—— 


—— ͤ ——— . ]ꝗ u 
* 
. - 


— 488 14 
* *. 
g 2 11 20 4 a; da 65 * 


bice to idols, thus] 


V 


28 SS. Cletur, nd Mantis 26. 


by; the w. hk 
| lat for 
. er k Foun al Hy the 
eſtilential 


ming SRL: 90 
eventing all conta gious; an 


VP! 


diſtempers, and for We We e divine 
Rs op oe fre of 95 earth. 
j om th 


5 b as Be nut 
ooſlible, pub c deyotion; 
fn N Prayers, with 9 5 church. Im. 
J's. mercy, on all ſinners, fail not 


mble thyſelf and in the ſpirit of true 
= beg pardon for all paſt offences, 


| that ſo thy ſins may, have . Pore in drawing 


judgments, on the public. N 


Aten 3 Is bigs: 
24 Ditg 1110 2 nan 


+ 
Soft life ba: nt 


41 ; Aeli, fut, "April's 2 6. 
F 


1. Per 5 7 Sohn =, 5 "wy - 12 
o Biſhops of Nees 9 


cr" ep N that ſat in that chair er St. 
Poker: -and and ſuffered martyrdom, under Do- 


 mitian : The _ Redo in in that ſee, in 


che gms of U t ag forme 
frag nt teri d, with the. leyer 


perſecution, Was pri alle ON, to, 
f N ers 2 | 


* 
LAY 


To 


—— 


beſt Sine din hi 


the 


erg rgrg 


- ” 
7 * 4 ws 
. *. : 
4 „ 
* 1 : ; 


nrg Noz 


— 1 


4 


Ps 8. Antbimu, phil 1. 307 


ulous; but” "However it was” Te - 

1s by al „. at he Ended his daysby 
martyrdom, laying down his "fe in teſtimon 
of the truth, and that if he was ſtained by 
denying his, faith; he, made'a public repara- 
tion, and walhed it out with His blood: 
Pray for the preſent” Biſhop that fills that 
In that he may be” affiſted from Yeavert; 
for the jult "Kieharg e of” his duty, and be 
reſerved from all The. criminal effects of 
Wn weakneſs. Pray for all who fuffer 
on account of their faith, that they may 
hazard all extremities, and forfake all f father - 
than. Chriſt and his truth. And while thou 
eat{t-of the piljars of the church ſta 
and falling, tremble at the thoughts of . 
an... weakneſs,” and ſeek thou the 2 
ſecurity in a moſt profound humility,” and 

an * dependence on . 
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hed the Viaſphetilcs' it contained, the 1 
ſtrates were ſo exaſperated, that * per. 
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| ſecuted ab chriſtians with the utmoſt rigour, 
and thrir ig teat, cencern- was ten find out the 
Who toſcencourage his flocks, ſur- 


rendered himſelf, to the ſoldiers that ſearched 
for him. and being preſented before the 
che ſaid as Euſebiut relates: ity Lam 


2 Prieſt of God, hem. adore, Hoffer his 
only fon a ſacrifice to him, and in offering 


— myſelf likewiſe to become 
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. af ſuch — and — ; but for 
your Gods, they are nothing; and thoſe Ml - 
that ſerve hem hall beiwntrak with con- 
fuſion. Upon which, after man ments, * 
he was pada Andi her was kc y 
great numbers of his flock, who fell — 
the fury of the heathens, provoked by 4 
fire, which conſumed the Emperor's Palace, 
and Was malicicuſſy charged upon the 
cChriſtians. The love of God andiqeternal 
gogds, raiſed in theſe primitive chriſt: 
He dere of coming to the poſledfion of 
them and they eſteemed no evils of this 
life a misfortunes ſo that by ſuch ſuffering 
they eould advance- in their way to eternity. 
And are hot we cremtett fet the fameſhappi- 
ness with them Why then do. we! ſuffer 
our hearts to be linked to ęarth; and think 
omſelves happy in the andere of-what Ml © 
* Yoſt Tor: 2 moment! 0 God chis i is out I I 
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PHE facher of S. Gervdſſus and Protafe; 
ho, for his charity in encouraging the 
chriſtians to be eonſtant in their an 
was apprehended, and having been: tried on 
the rack; was aſterwards thrown into a pit; 
and there cebVered with ſtones,” Ann. 169. 
Pray for all that are Under any kind of 
trouble. and offenen thats Gd 
i all defechion and deſpair, 
dnaipilbyr the he epi. of: His grace they may 
learn to carły their burthens with patiefice 
and courage, and by this good management 
of temporal evils, purchaſe eternal reſt. 
Imitate the charity of this Saint in encou- 
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raging and comforting tbe allied, „ not 


| purpoſe going to ſuch as thou haſt rea *: | 4 
arè in want of comfort. Such viſits Wl --+: 

are. the beſt thou vanſt make, and truly be- 
coming chriſtians, as being the exerciſe of 
that charity, humility, and ſelfdenial hich BY  : 
they profeſs, but will avail nothing, if not Wi +» 
practiſed in this ſpirit. And is it not a thing 
moſt earneſily to be deſired, that:thoſe-who BW - 
being born t plenty „ and having fo much 
time an their — that they — 24 
loſs, in not knowing how to. difpeſe of it, 


would r the 8 opportunities 


oing good to 1 — fx 
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E deiſure hours; but give d ofothem, {it 

b 1 leaſt, 45) their nrighbaurds Home would 
they, by this method, — up! tecthem- - -: 
Ahe heavenly comfort the iday of 
their trauble, and find ood eTetts f it 


in everlaſting rewards f.F 7 that all chriſ-· WW 
tian {breaſts may be poſſeſſed With ther tue 
bunſesof this charity, — practioe of 
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pritande ; und off ichriſtians — 
krachg received there of his charity 
by being barbarouſſy niurdeted: in — 
g 20 onchis journey to Milam: Abin with 
1 che charity 56 ha man! this day; und 
idthy! ſtute :obliges tlie tothe are of ſuuls, 
201 w his Statple amplezexcite ino the à holy zeab for 
17 theo 'of:thy! meighbour,.>ahdrfee>that 
| {periſh Grech they dehnt pied. 
— thy»ccondifion be, fail not at 
Wain one „daily prayers for all that | 
5 lf dri Errorth Pheir allaſtate- 
demands thy compaſlion ; and if -thouzhauſt 
a true ſenſe of it, ES ;wouldeft never be 
wanting in this charity. To hve in ſin, in 
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many as have one ſpark of chriſtian charity 
and faith, muſt be followed wick prayers and 
ſighs : Pefectia tenuit the pro peccutoribus dere- 
 linquentibus' legem in . My foul fainted 
away, 2 David, becauſe of ſinners that 
law. Let thy charitable Lom. 
the ſame effect on hee and 
z\ thee to bewail their nt Aueh a 
daily fainting of thy ſoul ma ber Mmeane 
of giving them life, and the beſt ſecurity of 
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Affſicted to be comforted, p. 390. 
Arianiſm in practice, p. 123. 
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her enemies, p. 46, 50, 83, 388. | 


Charity to the poor, p. 352. 
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339, 361. 
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Differences how to be 1 p. 525 e 
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- Diſappointments-* how to be borne, p. 24. 

_. Diſcipline to be kept up in families, p. 132, 3755 568. 

Diſpenſations from duties, p. 336, 393. 
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